
MEETING OF THE 

CITY OF WOBURN 

TRAFFIC COMMISSION 

MAY 19, 2022 – 4:00 P.M.   

COUNCIL CHAMBER 

WOBURN CITY HALL 

  

 

Attending:  Comm. Tina Cassidy, Comm. John Corey, Comm. John Duran, Comm. Joseph 

Foley, Comm. Lou DiMambro, Comm. Anthony Langone, Comm. Peter Socorelis, Comm. 

Charles Stokes, Comm. Jeffrey Dillon (Chair). 

 

Absent:  None. 

_________________________ 

 

Motion made and 2nd to waive the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to approve, 

all in favor, 9-0. 

_________________________ 

 

2022-04 

 

On the request for speed and trucking traffic on Green Street, Mr. David Fallon, 40 Green Street, 

the petitioner, stated he had a dozen signatures from the neighbors who could not make it. Mr. 

Fallon read the following statement into the record:  “Green St. is one of the most heavily 

traveled roads in this city. The morning and afternoon rush hours are the worst. It is heaviest 

from 6 AM to 9 AM and from 2:30PM to 6 PM Monday through Friday. There hasn’t been a 

traffic survey done in over 25 years. And what’s it going to be like when there are over 200 or 

more trips a day with the overlay project? Nothing in that rezoning addressed the additional 

traffic or required the owners to provide any money or solutions. A survey is a must to begin any 

solution to the traffic. But the biggest problem is the speed of the vehicles. Vehicles are traveling 

from 30 to 60 MPH! Even during the school crossing hours. And lately, school buses are trying 

to return to their facilities going 40-45 MPH. Eastern and North Suburban drivers daily! 

The existing school MPH sign is inadequate and most of the lights are burnt out. Speak to the 

crossing guards about how dangerous it is to try to stop vehicles to allow people to cross. It is an 

unacceptable situation. Every other school has flashing lights for crossing hours. And there is 

little enforcement of the speed restriction. Not even once a month are the police present in the 

morning and never in the afternoon when 40 MPH is the norm. And try crossing at Eastern Ave. 

or Garfield Ave. at any time. No one stops. And try pulling into or out of your driveway. It is a 

daily nightmare and treacherous. Vehicles don’t allow you time to enter your driveway,honk 

their horn, and sometimes go around you into the other lane into oncoming traffic.The 

intersections of Green St./Eastern Ave. and Green St./Garfield Ave. are blind spots. Vehicles are 

constantly rushing through these intersections from all directions. We constantly hear the 

screeching of brakes and the honking of horns from people trying to get through these 

intersections. Every property on Garfield Ave. intersection has had cars hit their walls, porches, 

houses and multiple times, their cars. This has been brought up to this committee before. Is there 

any solution before someone gets seriously injured or worse, killed? The Green St. straight away 



has become a racetrack. Almost daily, cars are racing each other at 50 MPH or more. One night 

two cars were traveling side by side at 60MPH+! And don’t forget the motorcycles. They speed 

down Green St. not knowing what is ahead at these intersections.Remember we’ve already had 

one fatality on Green St. And now to the trucking issue. Green St. is the only legal no trucking 

street in Woburn . 20-30 trucks on average are using the street unimpeded. All hours of the day 

every size and type of truck cruises up or down Green St. despite the no trucking signs. 53’ 

tractor trailers, 40 yard rolloff trash trucks, propane and gasoline tankers, construction 

companies, and on and on. I have been in communication with our ward councilor, and he has 

told me, via email, that he has personally gone to the police department and the DPW head 

regarding the trucks. Specifically this was in regards to McCourt construction. Their tractor 

trailers, dumptrucks, vacuum trucks and large frontend loaders were using Green daily to go 

between Pond St.,Border St., and their laydown area on Montvale Ave. The frontend loader 

would travel with large forks extended, carrying precast manholes, steel street plates, all loads 

not secured. What could go wrong. Nothing changed until I called and spoke with Trevor 

McCourt. He told me that he was unaware of the restrictions even though he had infrequent 

conversations with the DPW. He quickly stopped his equipment from using Green St. after my 

conversation. I have spoken with many trucking companies. Most are receptive to being 

informed about the restriction, but their drivers continue to use Green St. Some have added to 

their bill of ladings not to use Green St. for their destinations in order to make their drivers 

aware. Butthe city is inconsistent with the regulations. They issued a special permit for a 

landscaping company at 8 Green St., adding to the permit that they would refrain from using the 

street beyond Prospect St., which they have done. But at the same location, another company 

uses thestreet daily, multiple times. Going back to the overlay special permit, nowhere does it 

address the trucks that will be involved in the construction of the complex. It was brought up at 

the meeting but not added. But there are plenty of excuses given by the drivers. I didn’t see the 

signs. My GPS sent me that way. There are no advanced warning signs and it’s too difficult to 

change direction. I’ve never been stopped or told that we can’t use Green St. First we all know 

that just following your GPS is no excuse. People are just lazy. Back in 2016 Sgt. Tenney said 

that he was going to notify the GPS companies about the Green St. restriction so that they would 

add it to their programs. This was never done. Second, over the past 12 years, I have spoken to 

this body about the location of the signs. Even your traffic consultant told you that they are in the 

wrong location back in 2019. They need to be more visible and located before the intersections. 

This is mentioned in your truck route study, a copy of which I have read. Has this been accepted 

by the city yet? Third, a warning sign indicating the detour ahead must be placed th Montvale 

and Green Sts. and before Green and Prospect Sts. Once a 53’tractor trailer commits to going on 

Green St., they have very little options other than to continue on. This is what I have been told by 

these same drivers. Then there is the enforcement of the restriction. It is extremely minimal. The 

trucks are just not being stopped. Companies, frustrated being told that their drivers are still 

using Green St. have said just ticket them! We are fully aware of the department's limited 

resources. Many, many details have been worked on Green St. over the years. Instead of waving 

them through, what would it take to stop them, and just tell them of the restriction and their 

violation and send them on? I don’t know if the officers are aware of the restriction. Other 

officers just drive on by them or behind them. We are not asking to ticket all the drivers, just 

make them aware of their violation. We all fully support the police department and its officers, 

but this is frustrating. We need more enforcement, but without the additional signage, we 

understand their predicament. So to summarize, the residents of Green St. and the surrounding 



area are requesting a traffic survey on daily trips, Some sort of speed calming, whatever that 

might be, additional truck restriction signage, and more truck violators stopped. We all want to 

work towards a solution and are ready to assist in any way possible, including more meetings.” 

 

Motion made and 2nd that the list of names be received and made part of the permanent record, 

all in favor, 9-0. Comm. Corey stated that the truck traffic study is in draft form and has been put 

on the backburner since COVID. Comm. Corey stated the truck traffic study will take a couple 

more meetings until it can be approved. Comm. Corey stated that the street is a public way 

connector, that the street is a busy residential street. Comm. Corey stated there is construction 

going on the street, and such trucks are allowed to use and so are delivery trucks. Mr. Fallon 

stated that nowhere in the draft does it mention Green Street. Comm. Corey stated it is meant to 

show trucking routes. Comm. Corey stated signage needs to be improved. Comm. Corey stated 

there was a sign study done five years ago. Comm. Stokes stated that they do have data recorders 

now and can put up signs out before. Comm. Stokes stated the recorders record speed and 

volume. Comm. Stokes stated regarding enforcement that the police do enforcement. Comm. 

Stokes stated that he supervises four officers in the traffic unit and Green Street is prioritized. 

Comm. Stokes stated he has never witnessed a truck driving down the street. Comm. Stokes 

stated that police officers probably have stopped trucks before but that he cannot speak to 

individual officers. Comm. Duran pointed out the signage on the overhead screen stating the sign 

is beyond the left-hand turn, so they can turn down Holton Street. Comm. Corey stated he would 

try to get the truck traffic study wrapped up in the next month. Mr. Fallon stated there should be 

solar lighting. Comm. Langone stated there is clearly an issue. Comm. DiMambro stated there 

must be something the traffic commission can do citywide since people are not reading the signs 

and they are not being enforced. Comm. Stokes stated he disputes the claim that there is no 

enforcement. Comm. Corey stated that he understands the petitioner’s frustration and that there 

is only so much the traffic commission can do. Comm. Corey stated the speed limit is reasonable 

at 30 m.p.h. and then the school zone speed limit. Comm. Corey stated that he drives it a lot and 

there is not a lot of truck traffic, but there are box trucks. Comm. Langone stated that if it is a 

couple of companies then perhaps a communication can be sent out. Comm. Langone stated 

there may be creative solutions, perhaps a visual signal that is in your face. Comm. Langone 

stated that speed bumps are not popular. Comm. Stokes stated he can try using social media and 

if it is the same companies that maybe they can divert them. Comm. Dillon stated that Jackson 

Lumber and Martignetti Company want to be good neighbors. Comm. Stokes stated he can 

notify companies personally. Upon inquiry from Comm. DiMambro, Comm. Stokes stated the 

majority of the cameras at the intersections are sensors which activate green light and red lights. 

Comm. Stokes stated that the City of Boston has cameras that actually are cameras and not just 

sensors. Comm. Stokes stated the city does not have them. Comm. Corey stated that there are 

systems that do that but it would have to go to the city council for approval and cost money, 

which is generally frowned upon. Motion made and 2nd to continue the matter to the right 

meeting, all in favor, 9-0. 

_________________________ 

 

2022-05 

On the request for traffic mirror/curvature mirror at 305 Salem Street, Gladys Lee Torres, 305 

Salem Street, Apt. 301, stated that during rush hour the driveway to the condos are blocked and 

cannot see oncoming cars. Ms. Torres stated she just moved in here and her car was totaled. Ms. 



Torres stated she wanted a mirror facing the entrance. Comm. Corey stated there is a “Do Not 

Block Driveway” sign there. Comm. Corey stated that in the morning and evening peak times it 

is backed up because of an insufficient gap. Comm. Corey stated that the vegetation should be 

trimmed back by the condo. Ms. Torres stated she can barely see oncoming cars because of the 

height of the condos, which is kind of scary. Ms. Torres stated that it is when you take a right 

then have to go to Washington Street. City Clerk Higgins stated she had the legal opinion dated 

April 10, 2012 from the city solicitor regarding mirrors. Motion made and 2nd that the legal 

memorandum be received and made part of the permanent record, all in favor, 9-0. Comm. 

Duran stated that the mirror gives a false sense of security. Ms. Torres stated there needs to be 

progress. Comm. Dillon stated that nothing has changed since the city solicitor issued the 

memorandum. Comm. Langone stated that the petitioner should start at the lowest level to get 

improvements, which is the representative in her building. Comm. Langone stated that she 

should make the issue known to the association and see what they can do. Comm. Langone 

stated then see if those changes improve the situation, or maybe put the mirror up on private 

property. Comm. Corey stated the petitioner could use go pro cameras, but that the city cannot 

put the mirrors up. Comm. Corey stated that for short money smart phones can do a lot. Motion 

made and 2nd to deny the request due to the fact that curvature mirrors are a liability to the city, 

all in favor, 9-0. 

_________________________ 

 

2022-06 

On the request for enforcement of no trucking, slow dangerous curve sign, blind driveway sign, 

and Burlington school bus restrictions on Mountain Street, Maggie Spagnuolo, 27 Mountain 

Street, the petitioner, stated that Mountain Street is as wide as the room, with some sidewalks 

leading to the Altavesta Elementary School. Ms. Spagnuolo stated her house is after the sharp 

curve. Ms. Spagnuolo stated she has made a lot of calls about this, including calling Waze. Ms. 

Spagnuolo stated this has been going on the last three years. Ms. Spagnuolo stated that it is 

reckless and now that it is paved it is the Indy 500 with trucks speeding and should not be on 

their route. Ms. Spagnuolo stated she is a middle school teacher in an urban district. Ms. 

Spagnuolo stated she understands change and red tape and that nothing is likely to happen. Ms. 

Spagnuolo stated she has put in her hours and time. Ms. Spagnuolo stated the safety of the 

children are at stake and that she was honked at for leaving her driveway. Ms. Spagnuolo stated 

her husband took pictures yesterday and there were nine trucks. Ms. Spagnuolo stated that if 

school busses go over speed limit, they get a ding they are going over 20 m.p.h. Ms. Spagnuolo 

stated she is a 7th Grade teacher and students are getting worse and worse, but she is trying to be 

positive. Ms. Spagnuolo stated she is at high risk because she had cancer and did not talk directly 

to Numbers 27 to 72 Mountain Street. Ms. Spagnuolo stated she did receive some emails. Ms. 

Spagnuolo stated also included information from November 2017 to May 2018 emails and traffic 

commission items. Ms. Spagnuolo stated the no trucking is not being honored. Ms. Spagnuolo 

stated when she moved to the street there was a “residents only” sign up but were taken down. 

Ms. Spagnuolo stated it is scary and she can see everyone treating it disrespectfully. Ms. 

Spagnuolo stated there are no sidewalks for a lot of it. Ms. Spagnuolo stated there are some 

suggestions she has such as “slow children”, or “dangerous curve”. Upon inquiry from Comm. 

Corey, Ms. Spagnuolo stated she loved the temporary signage. Comm. Corey stated that the 

neighbors did not. Comm. Corey stated that they looked at many things for this area, and there 

was never a consensus from residents. Ms. Spagnuolo stated that people do not read signs. Ms. 



Spagnuolo stated now that the street is paved it is more dangerous and does not understand why 

one way is not popular. Comm. Dillon stated do not be afraid to reach out. Comm. DiMambro 

stated that he spoke with the petitioner and hear the issues on Mountain Street and he spoke to 

four neighbors, the petitioner as well as Carol McCauley, Christine Renda, and Bob Hayden. 

Comm. DiMambro stated there is no yellow line divider. Comm. DiMambro stated he measured 

the street, and it is only 18 ½ feet. Nicholas Spagnuolo, 27 Mountain Street, stated that buses and 

trucking and blind driveway are not safe. Mr. Spagnuolo stated he has nine pictures of trucks and 

that he has printed the construction sites in the area. Motion made and 2nd that the pictures and 

plan be received and made part of the permanent record, all in favor, 9-0. Mr. Spagnuolo stated 

he understands that you cannot stop all trucking, but that he does ask to support contacting 

relevant companies to enforce. Mr. Spagnuolo stated that perhaps the commission should reach 

out to the repeat offenders. Comm. Stokes stated that if he saw the companies doing this, he 

could call and leave a message. Comm. Stokes stated he was in the area four times in the last 45 

hours and did not see any trucking. Comm. Stokes stated that this street is on attention. Comm. 

Stokes stated there have been a few violations. Comm. Stokes stated that at Main Street and 

Winter Street, traffic enforcement has been upped. Comm. Stokes stated signage may be 

possible, but in the end, buses are allowed. Mr. Spagnuolo stated they touched based with 

Burlington School on Peach Orchard Road, and the buses are coming from Wilmington. Comm. 

DiMambro stated that he reached out to the Burlington Schools and emailed the superintendent 

who told him to contact the transportation director and the transportation director will take it 

under advisement for new routes. Comm. DiMambro stated that they do run in tandem seven 

buses in a convoy. Comm. DiMambro stated he did suggest using wider streets in Woburn with 

sidewalks. Mr. Spagnuolo stated he has a steep driveway and they have cleared plants and 

overgrown shrubs. Mr. Spagnuolo stated they back down the driveway it is a blind drive for 

them, and he presumes the other vehicles cannot see them. Comm. Langone stated he can relate 

as he lives on Brentwood Road, which is a little bit wider, but has no line. Comm. Langone 

suggested resident only signs with hours could help. Comm. Stokes stated that resident only 

signs are not enforceable. Comm. Corey stated that you can restrict hours, but not residents, thus 

the residents would be restricted to because the city accepts Chapter 90 funds for public ways. 

Comm. Corey stated restriction based on hours is up to the traffic commission. Mr. Spagnuolo 

stated he has pictures of signs he wanted to submit. Motion made and 2nd that the pictures be 

received and made part of the permanent record, all in favor, 9-0. Mr. Spagnuolo stated they also 

have a few more petitions they received. Motion made and 2nd that the additional petitions be 

received and made part of the permanent record, all in favor, 9-0. Comm. Cassidy left the 

meeting. Michael Dionne, 64 Mountain Street, stated that he was here five years ago. Mr. Dionne 

stated that in 2017 there was a 30-day trial period of restrictions. Mr. Dionne stated that five 

years ago there was 300 cars per hour and now there are 60-70 range. Mr. Dionne stated that the 

temporary signs had a couple people against it. Mr. Dionne stated that the Traffic Commission 

Member Mooney at the time stated that streets are for commerce and by law people are not 

supposed to be walking in the streets. Comm. Dillon stated for Mr. Dionne to stay on task. Mr. 

Dionne stated there are now new commission members. Mr. Dionne stated that the signs worked 

great and he timed it and it only takes minutes to go around the 1,600 feet of travel distance. Mr. 

Dionne stated he pulled the MBTA bus minutes and it takes six minutes. Comm. Dillon stated 

that the clerk provided minutes of previous Mountain Street minutes. City Clerk Higgins stated 

she did not provide them to the commission but provided them to the mayor and others as 

requested by the mayor before this petition was filed. Mr. Dionne stated he had a map he wanted 



to present. Motion made and 2nd that the maps be received and made part of the permanent 

record, all in favor, 8-0-1 (Cassidy Absent). Mr. Dionne stated there is a truck traffic sign on the 

street but not in Schedule 4 of the traffic code. Comm. Foley stated that the paving created a 

different issue and that every solution seems to create another issue. Comm. Stokes stated the 

police can be up there to enforce more but they are up there already. Joyce Gray, 57 Mountain 

Street, stated she was here back when this issue initially came up. Ms. Gray stated that she is 

now retired and see all the traffic. Ms. Gray stated the trucks are using the street to go to 

Wilmington and the busses are going to Burlington. Ms. Gray stated that of her 39 years living 

on Mountain Street, there have been only two accidents she knows of in front of the house. Ms. 

Gray stated one was because of the poles on the street and another one had to do with the sun. 

Ms. Gray stated she does not like the do not enter signs. Ms. Gray stated when they had it she 

had to show her I.D. to the police to get onto the street. Ms. Gray stated she does not think the 

street is that bad. Ms. Gray stated she walks all the time. Ms. Gray stated she had three kids walk 

walk to the Altavesta School. Ms. Gray stated she is on the hill side of the street like 27 

Mountain Street. Ms. Gray stated when she was working going around Main Street at 4 p.m. 

would put more traffic on Poole Street to sit and finally turn to Main Street. Ms. Gray stated 

there is no need for a do not enter sign as it is not that bad. Ms. Gray stated the trucks are going 

to north to Wilmington to get to construction. Ms. Gray stated there are a lot of busses from 

Burlington and Woburn. Ms. Gray stated they still have to let the Woburn busses up the street. 

Ms. Gray stated if you do a do not enter sign this will affect the Woburn School busses. Ms. 

Gray stated in 39 years she has never had an issue that she knows of. Ms. Gray stated it is narrow 

walking and would gladly give up land in front land to put in sidewalks. Ms. Gray stated she 

walks both ways every day and has not had an issue. Ellen Meuse, 23 Mountain Street, stated she 

has lived on Mountain Street for 16 years. Ms. Meuse stated she does not agree with the do not 

enter at certain times as it is confusing. Ms. Meuse stated Townsend Street and Kearsage Avenue 

have restrictions which would affect how to get to Mountain Street. Ms. Meuse stated if she 

wanted to get to Lisa’s Pizza she have to go all the way around, which would take 15 to 20 

minutes. Ms. Meuse stated it is very confusing also, as you have to think about the time the street 

can be entered. Ms. Meuse stated this is going to create problems throughout the whole city 

creating a precedent for a few unhappy people. Ms. Meuse stated for her to get to the south end 

of the city it takes 20 to 25 minutes. Ms. Meuse stated that the traffic was backed up so that the 

fire truck would have difficulty getting to the station. Ms. Meuse stated that you cater to a few 

and change it then others will come and say what about me. Ms. Meuse stated she lives at 

Townsend Street end. Ms. Meuse stated she goes about 18 to 20 m.p.h. until she gets to 51 

Mountain Street and probably got up to 25 m.p.h. Ms. Meuse stated someone is always going to 

be speeding. Ms. Meuse stated coming from Winter Street, on the corner of Ford Terrace there is 

a tree and telephone poll that the branches should be cut, and put dangerous curve, or flashing 

light for speed. Ms. Meuse stated she is home all day on Mountain Street. Ms. Meuse stated that 

the North Suburban bus does not stop in the morning just in the afternoon. Ms. Meuse stated the 

Burlington buses come and when they accelerate it makes noise but does not mean they are 

speeding. Ms. Meuse stated posting sign residents only. Ms. Meuse stated that almost all streets 

are considered a cut through.  Karen Dionne, 64 Mountain Street, stated everyone is making 

good points. Ms. Dionne stated that the trial one was not confusing as close to Winter Street 

cannot come up could not come down Winter Street. Ms. Dionne stated that it is only for two 

hours in the morning and afternoon and is not a big deal. Ms. Dionne stated Mountain Street is a 

cut through, narrow, with a yellow line and no sidewalks, unlike School Street. Ms. Dionne 



stated GPS is now using ways to cutdown time. Ms. Dionne stated she wanted resident only 

signs and time restrictions. Ms. Meuse then stated it is an inconvenience early in the morning and 

in the afternoon. Ms. Meuse stated that the GPS for truckers is not reliable. Ms. Meuse stated she 

has stopped and helped truckers that were lost. Ms. Meuse stated GPS is not 100% accurate. 

Upon inquiry from Mr. Dionne, Comm. Corey stated that if it is do not enter sign, while on the 

street you can still drive in either direction. Comm. Foley sympathizes but has to prioritize life 

and safety. Comm. Foley stated inconveniences are not going to kill a child. Motion made and 

2nd to continue the matter to the right meeting, all in favor, 8-0-1 (Cassidy Absent). 

_________________________ 

 

Motion made and 2nd the Traffic Commission meeting take summer recess and cancel the July 

21, 2022 and August 18, 2022 meeting, all in favor, 8-0-1 (Cassidy Absent). 

_________________________ 

 

Motion made and 2nd to adjourn, all in favor, 8-0-1 (Cassidy Absent). Meeting adjourned at 5:45 

p.m. 

 

 

A TRUE RECORD ATTEST:          

 

           _____________________________________ 

            Lindsay E. Higgins 

City Clerk and Clerk of Traffic Commission 

 


