
Woburn License Commission 

Regular Meeting 

City Council Chamber  

Thursday, September 16, 2021 

 

Voting Members present: Chairman Thomas Skeffington and Commissioner David 

Gilgun. Absent: Commissioner William Pappalardo 

 

Also present: Woburn Police Capt. John Murphy, liaison to the License Commission 

 

Chairman Skeffington convened the regular meeting of the License Commission at 6:04 p.m. 

 

 

1. South End Italian Club, 44 Fowle St., application for a special liquor license for a 

members barbecue from noon-8 p.m. on Sunday, October 3, 2021 (continued from 

meeting of August 26, 2021): Representing the petitioner was Robert Amari, 44 Fowle 

Street, Woburn. Mr. Amari said the event will be a pig roast for members only in the 

backyard of the premises. He said hopefully about 80 people will attend. Chairman 

Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the commission about the 

petition. There were no respondents. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and 

seconded by Chairman Skeffington to grant the special license and waive the application 

fee; approved, 2-0. 

 

2. Woburn Kiwanis, application for special license for a Flag Day in the Fall event at 

Library Park from 2-9 p.m. on Saturday, October 2, 2021 (continued from meeting 

of August 26, 2021): Representing the applicant was Attorney James Juliano, 42 Pleasant 

St., Woburn, MA.  Attorney Juliano said he is a member of the Kiwanis Club. He said the 

club for years has been holding a festival on Flag Day. He said last year’s event was 

canceled due to Covid-19 and they are holding a special Flag Day in the Fall event this 

year. He said this year’s event will be scaled down. He said there will be no carnival. He 

said there will be bands and the event will run from 2-9 p.m. He said there will be one or 

two food trucks and a beer truck. He said there will be a miniature golf course on the 

tennis court. He said the organizers will confirm with Parks Supt. James Delong but it 

appears the beer truck will be parked along the third base line of the softball field. He 

said they will know the exact location tomorrow. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone 

in the audience wished to address the commission about the petition. There were no 

respondents. Chairman Skeffington asked Capt. Murphy if he has anything to say about 

the petition. Capt. Murphy said he will make sure he talks to Supt. Delong. Motion made 

by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Chairman Skeffington to grant the license 

contingent upon the submission of a map indicating where the alcohol is going to be 

served; approved, 2-0. 

 
 

3. Towanda Club, 19 Abbott St., application to change the date of an event with a 

special liquor license to Saturday, September 26, 2021: Representing the petitioner 

was Michael Pandolph, member, Towanda Club, 19 Abbott Street. Mr. Pandolph said a 

1-day liquor license was granted last month for an event on Sunday, Sept. 26, but now 



they are requesting a change to Saturday, Sept. 25. He said there are some scheduling 

conflicts and the volunteers will not be able to make it in on Sunday. Chairman 

Skeffington asked Capt. Murphy if there are any issues with changing the date. Capt. 

Murphy said events at the Towanda Club have gone smoothly. Chairman Skeffington 

asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the commission about the petition. 

There were no respondents. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by 

Chairman Skeffington to grant the change of date; approved, 2-0. 
 

 

4. Boys & Girls Club of Woburn, 1 Charles Gardner Lane, application for special 

liquor license for a Health Walk & 5k run from 12-4 p.m. on Saturday, November 6, 

2021: Representing the applicant was Julie Gage, Chief Executive Officer, Boys & Girls 

Club of Woburn, 1 Charles Gardner Lane, Woburn, MA. Ms. Gage said this is an annual 

event that will be held at the club this year. She said they have already been granted a 

special event permit by the City Council for the run/walk. She said this will be the first 

fund-raiser held at the renovated club. She said alcohol service will be from 12-4 p.m. 

Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the commission 

about the petition. There were no respondents. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun 

and seconded by Chairman Skeffington to grant the special license and waive the 

application fee; approved, 2-0. 

 

5. Wild Fox Restaurant Group LLC, dba The Fox Den, 474-482 Main Street, Woburn, 

MA, application for a new Common Victualer license and a standup drinking 

permit at 474-482 Main Street, Woburn, MA: Representing the petitioner were 

Attorney Christopher Fox, Rubin Rudman, 600 Unicorn Park, Woburn, MA; and Ryan 

Dziki, 474-482 Main Street, Woburn, MA. Attorney Fox said the applicant is seeking a 

Common Victualer’s license and a standup drinking license. Mr. Dziki said they are still 

working on construction in the front of the house. He said they are looking to open in 

December. He said the Fox Den will likely be the first Polish/Portuguese restaurant in 

Massachusetts. Chairman Skeffington asked why the address is listed at 474-482 when 

Fox Den is only using a portion of the building. Clerk said he used the 474-482 Main 

Street address because that was the address of the former Black & Orange Bar and Grille. 

Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the commission 

about the petition. There were no respondents. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun 

and seconded by Chairman Skeffington to grant the Common Victualer’s license and 

standup drinking permit contingent upon submission of complete application forms; 

approved, 2-0. 
 

6. Strega Prime LLC, 400 TradeCenter, application for change of manager: 

Representing the petitioner was Melissa Lee, 400 Trade Center, Woburn, MA. Ms. Lee 

said the previous manager departed earlier this year and management decided to make 

her the manager on a transitional basis. She said she has been with Smith & Wollensky 

for 11 years. She said Strega Prime LCC acquired the restaurant from the previous owner 

in January of 2020. Commissioner Gilgun asked if Ms. Lee’s current title with the 

company is Director of Compliance. Ms. Lee answered affirmatively. Motion made by 

Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Chairman Skeffington to grant the Common 

Victualer’s license and standup drinking permit; approved, 2-0. 



 
 

7. Update on Common Victualer license renewals: Clerk said the City Solicitor sent cease 

and desist letters to Andrea’s Pizza and Brothers Pizza earlier this month and there has 

been no response. He said he would confer with the City Solicitor. He said he drove past 

W Café this week and it appeared to be closed. 

 

8. Approval of meeting minutes from August 26, 2021: Motion made by Commissioner 

Gilgun and seconded by Chairman Skeffington to approve the minutes of the meeting and 

August 26, 2021; approved, 2-0. 

 

9. Any other matters that may be legally before the Commission: Ryan Debin, manager 

of Launch Entertainment Park, 350 Cambridge Road, said they are planning to open their 

facility within a couple of weeks. He said they were granted a Common Victualer’s 

license in 2019 but did not open due to concerns with Covid-19. Chairman Skeffington 

asked when exactly the facility is supposed to open. Mr. Debin said there is a Building 

Dept. inspection scheduled for next week and they applied today for a food permit with 

the Board of Health. Chairman Skeffington said the commission cannot approve the 

Common Victualer’s license tonight as it was not posted on the agenda. He said it will 

have to appear on the agenda for the October meeting. Mr. Debin asked if there is an 

exemption available. Chairman Skeffington said the commission is bound to follow all 

the guidelines of the state Open Meeting Law and cannot make exceptions, even for 

Covid. He said there is nothing the commission can do short of calling a special meeting. 

Mr. Debin said Launch Entertainment Park is going to be employing 25-50 people. He 

said there are people whose livelihood will depend on the business opening on time. 

Chairman Skeffington said he saw some people walking into the building with children. 

Mr. Debin said those were probably his kids. Chairman Skeffington said Mr. Debin will 

have to get the required signatures from the appropriate municipal department heads on 

the Common Victualer’s application. Me. Debin said he can do that next week. Chairman 

Skeffington said he will talk to Mr. Debin after the meeting. 
 

10. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Chairman Skeffington to 

adjourn; approved, 2-0. Chairman Skeffington adjourned the meeting at 6:25 p.m. 

 

 

 

A TRUE RECORD                           ______________________________ 

      Gordon Vincent 

                             Clerk of Committees 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 


