
 

 

Woburn License Commission 

Woburn City Hall 

Committee Room – 6:00 p.m. 

December 19, 2019 

 

Voting Members present: Chairman Thomas Skeffington, Commissioner David Gilgun 

and Commissioner William Pappalardo. 

 

Also present: Woburn Police Capt. John Murphy, liaison to the License Commission, and 

Ward 3 Alderman-elect Jeffrey Dillon 

 
 

1. 304 Restaurant LLC, dba Sogno, 304 Cambridge Road, application for Common 

Victualer’s license (continued from November 14, 2019 meeting): Representing the 

petitioner were Attorney Joseph Tarby, Murtha Cullina, 600 Unicorn Park Drive, 

Woburn, MA; and John Paul Martignetti and Ronald Martignetti, 304 Restaurant LLC, 

304 Cambridge Road, Woburn, MA. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and 

seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to take from the table the application for a Common 

Victualer’s license from 304 Restaurant LLC; approved, 3-0. Attorney Tarby said he 

assumes the commission is looking for an update on the status of the Common Victualer 

application. He said the commission on Sept. 19 approved the liquor license, the 

Common Victualer’s license and the standup drinking permit, with the stipulation the 

Common Victualer’s license would not be issued until the issuance of an occupancy 

permit. He said his client is in the process of working with the Building Dept. and there 

have been some questions about the patio seating. He said the applicant is going to apply 

for a building permit without the outside seating. He said his client is examining the 

ordinance. He said the bottom line is his client is going to work with the Building 

Commissioner to resolve any outstanding issues. Commissioner Gilgun asked Attorney 

Tarby if his client is going to seek an affirmative vote today. Attorney Tarby replied the 

Building Dept. is not yet in the position of signing off on an occupancy permit. Mr. 

Ronald Martignetti said there a couple of minor issues that need to be resolved with the 

building permit. He said he is looking at a 5-month build-out and expects to open the 

restaurant in June or July. Commissioner Pappalardo asked if the applicant is going to 

have to come back later for a Common Victualer’s license. Chairman Skeffington said he 

hopes the applicant does not have to return. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and 

seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to grant the Common Victualer’s license subject 

to the signature of the Building Commissioner; approved, 3-0.  

 

2. Victoria Function Hall & Décor, 36 Montvale Avenue, application for new liquor 

license and standup drinking permit: Representing the petitioner were Attorney Joseph 

Tarby, Murtha Cullina, 600 Unicorn Park Drive, Woburn, MA, and Bruna Fernandes, 

proposed manager of Victoria Function Hall & Décor. Attorney Tarby said in 2014 the 

state Legislature passed special legislation allowing for a general premises license at 36 

Montvale Avenue. He said the applicant has a Common Victualer’s license. He said the 

applicant has been holding events with special 1-day liquor licenses. He said the premises 

has been used as a function facility since December 17, 2017, first by the Gangi family, 

then it was called Banquets Inc., and then Gourmet Family Banquets until a couple of 



 

 

years ago when the license was returned to the commission. He said the license must 

remain at 36 Montvale Avenue. He said there are no plans to make any changes to the 

facility. He said hours of operation will be from 11 a.m. to midnight, Monday through 

Saturday, and noon to midnight on Sundays. He said all employees have to participate in 

the Serve Safe training program. He said Ms. Fernandes will be the operations manager. 

Chairman Skeffington asked if Ms. Fernandes’ name will be on the liquor license as the 

manager. Attorney Tarby said it will. Chairman Skeffington said the Building Dept. has 

been to the site a couple of times to address some issues, including the installation of a 

chandelier. He said a permit is required for any changes to the premises. Chairman 

Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the commission about the 

application. Michael Tolson, 62 Nashua Street, asked if the employees will be Serve Safe 

or Tips certified, and if there is a difference between the two certifications. He said 

Massachusetts has a code that has to be followed for certification of an alcohol server. He 

said he is trying to make sure the applicant’s business is covered. Motion made by 

Commission Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to grant the application 

for a new liquor license and standup drinking permit; approved, 3-0.   
 

3. Dave & Buster’s, 275 Mishawum Road, application for change of manager: 

Representing the petitioner were Attorney Joseph Tarby, Murtha Cullina, 600 Unicorn 

Park Drive, Woburn, MA, and Brian Cunningham, proposed manager, Dave & Buster’s, 

271 Mishawum Road. Attorney Tarby said Mr. Cunningham has a good history with 

Dave & Buster’s. Mr. Cunningham said he is originally from New York and started 

working with Dave & Buster’s in 2013, in the Times Square location, then to 

Connecticut, then to Pittsburgh, and most recently to Woburn. He said he will be 

replacing J.P. Patton, who is moving to Canton, Ohio. He said he has been with Dave & 

Buster’s for six years and that it is a great company. Chairman Skeffington said he met 

Mr. Cunningham a couple of weeks ago. He said Dave & Buster’s has done a lot in the 

community. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the 

commission about the application. There were no respondents. Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the 

application for change of manager; approved, 3-0.  
 

4. The Local Bar & Kitchen LLC, 350 Cambridge Road, application for transfer of 

liquor license and common victualer’s license: Representing the petitioner were Aleks 

Gionai, 24 Perrault Road, S2, Needham, MA and Richard Abbott, current manager of the 

Local, 350 Cambridge Road. Mr. Abbott said Mr. Gionai is going to rent the Local for 

one year and then he will have an option to buy the business and run it as his own. 

Chairman Skeffington asked where the current Local operation is going. Mr. Abbott 

replied the chain is located more in the southern part of the state. The existing locations 

are in Wayland and Wellesley and it has no presence north of Boston. Mr. Gionai said he 

and his brother moved to the Boston area from Florida a couple of years ago. He said 

they have been involved in the restaurant business most of his life. He said taking over 

the Local seems like a good opportunity. Chairman Skeffington said the current 

ownership of the Local has been good to the community and he is sorry to see them go. 

Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the commission 

about the application. There were no respondents. Motion made by Commissioner 

Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the application for transfer of 



 

 

license; approved, 3-0. Clerk said the applicant has also submitted an application for a 

Common Victualer’s license, which was added to the agenda after it was originally 

posted by prior to 48 hours before the convention of the meeting. Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the 

application for a Common Victualer’s license; approved, 3-0. 
 

5. Northeast - Woburn LLC dba Cask & Flagon, application for transfer of a liquor 

license, entertainment license and pledge of license at 1 Rainin Road: Representing 

the petitioner was Attorney Adam Barnosky, Ruberto, Israel & Weiner, P.C., 255 State 

Street, 7th Floor, Boston, MA 02210, and Dana Van Fleet, Cask & Flagon, 804 Plain 

Street. Marshfield, MA 02050. Attorney Barnosky said his client is planning to take over 

the former Waxy O’Connor’s site off Montvale Avenue. He said his client expects to 

attract families, and they are very excited to bring their concept to Woburn. He said this 

will be the third Cask & Flagon, after the location in Marshfield and outside Fenway 

Park. He said the Woburn location will be a lot like the Marshfield location with an 

emphasis on food. He said the building consists of 7,876-square-feet with seating for 240 

patrons plus a patio with seating for 64. He said the owner is planning significant 

renovations to the building. He said Mr. Van Fleet is the co-owner of the business and 

has worked for 30 years in the hospitality realm. He said the operation by Fenway Park is 

one of the busiest in the city. He said all the servers and bartenders will be Tips certified.  

Mr. Van Fleet said he is looking forward to opening the Woburn location. He said he has 

been in the food and beverage industry for his entire life and he has worked his way 

through the ranks at the Cask & Flagon, and he had an opportunity to buy a stake in the 

company about 10 years ago. He said he lives in Marshfield. He said he and his brother 

are two operating partners. He said his father also worked in the food service industry and 

owned Thackery’s in Woburn. He said he and his brother are looking to expand the Cask 

& Flagon brand. He said the Marshfield location is drastically different than the Fenway 

location and is family-oriented. He said that is what they intend to accomplish in 

Woburn. He said the Woburn location is not going to be like the Fenway Park location. 

He said hopefully they will make everyone in town comfortable with their operation. He 

said his philosophy is to work closely with the local police department. He said it is 

important to have a relationship with the police. Commissioner Pappalardo said he is 

excited to have Cask & Flagon in town. He asked how long it will take before the 

restaurant is open. Mr. Van Fleet said he hopes to be open in May or June. He said he 

does not expect any problems with the ABCC. He said the biggest issue is likely to be the 

building permit process. Commissioner Pappalardo asked if there will be any 

entertainment. Mr. Van Fleet said there will not be bands, but they may bring in one 

musician to play in a corner of the restaurant. Chairman Skeffington welcomed Mr. Van 

Fleet to Woburn and said the city is excited to have Cask & Flagon in town. He said the 

site has been a living hell for the License Commission for the last seven years. Mr. Van 

Fleet said he is looking to improve the situation. Chairman Skeffington said he is glad 

someone responsible will be taking over the location. He said it is a great site and he 

thinks Cask & Flagon will work there. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the 

audience wished to address the commission about the petition. There were no 

respondents. Motion made by Commission Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner 

Gilgun to grant the petition for transfer of license and the application to allow standup 

drinking; approved, 3-0.   



 

 

 
 

6. Kajal & Kevin LLC, dba Liquor Junction, 345 Washington Street #9, application 

for pledge of collateral: Representing the petitioner was Manesh Patel, Kajal & Kevin 

LLC, dba Liquor Junction, 345 Washington Street #9. Mr. Patel said he has submitted 

pledge of license as collateral in an effort to seek a loan from Santander Bank. 

Commissioner Gilgun said for years, the Woburn License Commission has not allowed 

pledges of liquor licenses. He said the license does not belong to Mr. Patel but instead 

belongs to the city. He said Liquor Junction is the license holder, not the owner. He said 

about a year ago they ran this by the City Solicitor. He said Woburn was the last city to 

allow pledges. He said he would like to ask the City Solicitor if the commission has the 

power to hold a license in lieu of a pledge. He said he would rather be safe than sorry. He 

said he would like to continue the hearing until January 16 to wait for a response from the 

City Solicitor. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner 

Pappalardo to continue the public hearing until the commission’s meeting on January 16, 

2020, and request an opinion from the City Solicitor regarding pledges of licenses; 

approved, 3-0.  
 

7. Annunciation of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church, 70 Montvale Avenue, 

application for a special 1-day liquor license for a dance from 7-11:30 p.m. on 

Saturday, January 4, 2020: Chairman Skeffington said Wilma Thomas usually 

represents the Greek Church but she is a little under the weather. He said Ms. Thomas 

spoke with the clerk earlier in the day and asked if the commission can approve the 1-day 

license without her being present. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience 

wished to address the commission about the petition. Michael Tolson, 62 Nashua Street, 

manager of the Moose Lodge, said he was requested to attend tonight’s meeting because 

he missed the October meeting while he was in Florida. Chairman Skeffington said Ms. 

Thomas is sick. Mr. Tolson said he would have sent one of eight other officers to the 

October meeting but he did not because he would have thought that was disrespectful to 

the commission. He said if the commission is making an example of him, then it ought to 

be consistent. Chairman Skeffington said there is a distinction between a 1-day license 

and a liquor license for a club. He said all annual liquor license holders are required to 

attend the October meeting to collect paperwork and be advised any changes to rules or 

regulations. He said there were many managers who sent surrogates in their place. Mr. 

Tolson said he has always attended the mandatory meeting in the past. He said attendance 

is always required but now the commission is making an exception. He said in the future 

he will make sure he attends the mandatory meeting. He said he hopes the Greek Church 

gets its 1-day license but that the commission ought to have a consistent policy about 

attendance. Commissioner Gilgun said he thinks Mr. Tolson’s point is well-taken. Mr. 

Tolson said he does not want to argue with the commission. Capt. Murphy said one of the 

big reasons why attendance is mandatory at the October meeting is because there are 

sometimes changes to the laws governing liquor licenses and so they can get everyone on 

the same page. He said there have been a few issues at the Moose but they’ve been 

cleared up. He said attendance at the October meeting is made mandatory for the benefit 

of the license holders. Mr. Tolson said he has been to so many mandatory meetings he 

knows what is said. He said he went to the clerk the next day to collect the renewal 

documents for the liquor license. He said he was one of the first people to return his 



 

 

completed application. Commissioner Pappalardo said he agrees with a lot of Mr. 

Tolson’s points. He said if Mr. Tolson’s runs into another situation where he finds out he 

cannot attend the mandatory meeting, he should send a surrogate. Mr. Tolson said he will 

make sure in the future he attends. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded 

by Commissioner Pappalardo to grant the special 1-day liquor license to the Greek 

Church; approved, 3-0.    
 

8. Jake & Joe’s Sports Grille, 230 Mishawum Road, application for extended hours on 

January 18, 2020; February 8, 2020; March 7, 2020; and April 18, 2020, for UFC 

events: Representing the petitioner was Brian Guglielmo, general manager, Jake & Joe’s 

Sports Grille, 230 Mishawum Road, Woburn, MA. Commissioner Gilgun asked if the 

applicant is seeking to remain open after 1:30 a.m. Mr. Guglielmo said in the past they 

have had fights that have gone beyond 1:30 a.m. and they have had to clear the building 

while the fight was in progress. He said he is hoping the commission allows Jake & Joe’s 

a little extra time to remain open. He said a fight has gone beyond 1:30 a.m. once in four 

years. Commissioner Gilgun asked what will happen if a fight goes well past 1:30 a.m. 

Capt. Murphy said Jake & Joe’s is asking for an exemption of 5-10 minutes. He said it 

might better to let people remain in the building for the end of the fight rather than kick 

them out while the fight is in progress. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the 

audience wished to address the commission about the petition. There were no 

respondents. Mr. Guglielmo said all other requirement s of the extended hours provision 

will be adhered to. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by 

Commissioner Gilgun to grant extended hours on the aforementioned dates, with the 

stipulation the restaurant can remain open past 1:30 a.m. if a fight is in progress, until the 

end of the fight; approved, 3-0.  
 

9. No shows from October mandatory meeting: Clerk said no shows from the October 

meeting were the Moose Family Lodge, Woburn City Athletic Club and Extended Stay 

Deluxe hotel. Michael Tolson represented the Moose Family Lodge and James Pierce 

represented the Woburn City Athletic Club. There was no one present from Extended 

Stay Deluxe. Mr. Pierce said he did not make it back to Woburn in time to attend the 

meeting. Chairman Skeffington said attendance at the October meeting is mandatory and 

if there are travel or time considerations, to send another club officer to the meeting. 

Chairman Skeffington reminded the club managers that their lists of club officers have to 

be kept up to date and on file with the commission. Chairman Skeffington asked if 

anyone in the audience wished to address the commission about the agenda item. There 

were no respondents. Motion made to invite the manager Extended Stay Deluxe to the 

January meeting; approved, 3-0. 
 

10. New Year’s Eve requests: Clerk said the commission has received requests for extended 

hours on New Year’s Eve from the following establishments: Strega Prime, 

Scoreboard/Crowne Plaza, Dog House Bar & Grill, Fairways at Woburn Country 

Club/Green’s Grill & Pub, George A. Campbell American Legion Post 101, Woburn 

Bowladrome, Woburn/Stoneham Lodge of Elks, Portuguese American Recreation Club, 

St. Anthony Club of North Woburn and Woburn Moose. Commissioner Pappalardo 

asked if there have been any issues at Scoreboard. Capt. Murphy said there have been 

some problems in the past with them not using the ID scanners, but the police department 



 

 

is staying on top of it. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun to grant extended hours on 

New Year’s Eve with last call at 1 a.m., all drinks off the table by 1:15 a.m. and closure 

of the premises by 1:30 a.m., for all the aforementioned applicants and any other club that 

applies subsequent to the meeting; approved, 3-0.  
 

11. Status of late Common Victualer’s applications: Clerk said he received insurance 

binders from the company that runs the Unidine Cafes in Unicorn Park, and all the 

Common Victualer’s licenses for 2019 are current. 
 

12. 2020 liquor license renewals: Clerk said he is still awaiting receipt of an insurance 

binder from The Restaurant, a check from Fortunato’s and an innholder’s application 

from Fairfield Inn. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by 

Commissioner Pappalardo to grant all the completed liquor license applications and 

innholders license applications for 2020; approved, 3-0. 

 

13. Approval of meeting minutes from November 14, 2019: Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to accept the minutes 

of the November 14, 2019, meeting as presented; approved, 3-0. 

 

14. Any other matters that may be legally before the Commission: Capt. Murphy said 

there have been two recent incidents that have required response by police. At the North 

Woburn Package Store, there was a sale of alcohol to an underage patron. At the South 

End Italian Club, there was an incident that involved a hit-and-run accident. He said the 

people involved had apparently come from the club. He said there is a video monitor at 

the club but there is seven minutes of video missing, including the time period when the 

accident occurred. He said the police department’s concern is that portion of the tape may 

have been deleted and it seems a little suspicious. Chairman Skeffington said it seems a 

lot suspicious. Capt. Murphy said the altercation inside the club and the accident outside 

the club may be tied together. He said it is a little hard to believe it is a coincidence those 

seven minutes are missing from the tape. Commissioner Pappalardo asked what the 

SEIC’s explanation is. Capt. Murphy said personnel at the club were cooperative but 

could not explain the missing video. He said a detective was sent to the scene and did a 

separate report on the missing video. Chairman Skeffington asked about the altercation 

inside the club. Capt. Murphy said the police wanted video of the incident inside the club 

to see if the altercation and the accident were linked. Commissioner Gilgun asked if there 

was a recent fight at the SEIC that involved a fatality. Capt. Murphy said this is the first 

he’s hearing of a fatality but he will check it out. Commissioner Gilgun said he thinks the 

two incidents are not linked. Chairman Skeffington asked if the police department can do 

something about the parking situation outside the Oriental restaurant in Woburn Square. 

He said there are two cars parked in front of the restaurant all day and night. He asked if 

Capt. Murphy could look into that after New Year’s. He said he believes there is a 2-hour 

parking limit in Woburn Square. Capt. Murphy said enforcing the parking regulations in 

Woburn Center has always been a battle. Commissioner Pappalardo asked if the 

commission intends to invite the managers from the South End Italian Club and the North 

Woburn Package Store to the next meeting., Capt. Murphy said there is a process that has 

to be followed. Commissioner Pappalardo said he thinks the commission should bring in 

managers from both establishments. Chairman Skeffington said the commission has to 



 

 

send notification to both establishments and he would like to bring them in for the next 

meeting. He said he has also spoken to Capt. Murphy on the phone about another 

altercation in Woburn Square. He said it turned out the altercation didn’t start at a 

licensed premises but instead at the intersection of Winn and Pleasant streets and rolled 

up Main Street. Capt. Murphy said the involved parties ended up fighting in front of the 

Dog House Bar & Grill on Main Street. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and 

seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to send notices of hearings to the managers of the 

South End Italian Club and North Woburn Package Store, for the commission’s meeting 

on January 16. Commissioner Pappalardo asked if the commission could set its meeting 

date for February. Chairman Skeffington said the commission can set its meeting dates 

for February and March. He said the February meeting will occur on February 27 and the 

March meeting will occur on March 19.    

 

Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to 

adjourn. Chairman Skeffington adjourned the meeting at 7:07 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:                                                         ___________________________                       

 

Gordon Vincent  

Clerk of the License 

Commission 

 

 


