
 

 

Woburn License Commission 

Woburn City Hall 

Committee Room – 6:02 p.m. 

August 15, 2019 

 

Voting Members present: Chairman Thomas Skeffington, Commissioner David 

Gilgun and Commissioner William Pappalardo. 

 

Also present: Woburn Police Capt. John Murphy 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo 

to take items #5 and #6 out-of-order from the posted agenda; approved, 3-0. 

 

1. S&L Liquors, 485 Main Street, report of sale of alcohol outside of hours of 

operation: No one representing the petitioner was present. Commissioner Gilgun said the 

manager of S&L Liquors lives in out of town and may be stuck in traffic. Motion made 

by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to table the matter; 

approved, 3-0.  

 

2. Red Roof Inn, 19 Commerce Way, report of disturbance on July 22, 2019: 

Representing the petitioner was Dagna Colon, General Manager, Red Roof Inn, 19 

Commerce Way, Woburn, MA. Commissioner Gilgun said the commission is at the same 

place it was at two years ago with the Red Roof Inn, despite assurances then from Ms. 

Colon that the situation would improve. He said people are still jumping out of the 

windows of the hotel. He said Ms. Colon promised to handle everything and clean up the 

property. He said in July there was an incident involving prostitution, an incident 

involving drug sales and an incident involving a fight. Ms. Colon said she is the one who 

calls police whenever there is an incident. She said she is working with Woburn Police to 

improve the situation. Commissioner Gilgun said the Woburn Police Dept. spends more 

time at the Red Roof Inn than any other hotel in the city. He said Ms. Colon should not 

expect an award for calling the police. He asked Ms. Colon what she is doing to improve 

the situation. Ms. Colon said she is pro-active. She said the hotel staff maintains a very 

good relationship with Det. Walsh. Commissioner Gilgun said the Red Roof Inn is 

costing the taxpayers of the city due to all the police responses at the hotel. Capt. Murphy 

said the staff at the Red Roof has tried to be pro-active. He said the relationship with the 

current management is fine but the problem is managers change and the situation goes 

right back to square one. He encouraged staff at the Red Roof Inn to call more. He said 

many of the same problems have existed for at least 10 years. He said it is good that the 

commission holds the police department’s and the hotel’s feet to the fire. He said he likes 

to be held accountable. Ms. Colon asked if she can get something in writing she can 

forward to Red Roof Inn’s corporate headquarters about the situation at the hotel. 

Commissioner Pappalardo asked Ms. Colon what the hotel is doing to improve the 

situation at the hotel. Ms. Colon said the hotel is not a cash property and requires credit 

cards. She said there are surveillance cameras. She said she is working with Woburn 

Police. She said she has been there for three years. She said whenever Woburn Police 

make a request of her, they do not get a no from her. She said she welcomes police to 



 

 

patrol her parking lot. She said Woburn Police can do whatever they need to do. Capt. 

Murphy said the Red Roof Inn does require an inordinate amount of police services. He 

said the frequency of police responses is a function of the Red Roof Inn’s low rates and 

its location. He said at the end of the day Red Roof Inn requires more police presence 

than any other hotel in the city. Commissioner Gilgun said the Woburn Police Dept. is 

not going to be security for the Red Roof Inn. Capt. Murphy said he wants to make sure 

the situation gets better. He said at the end of the day there needs to be more measurable 

results. He said the commission’s goals are to have a system in place to keep things from 

happening. Commissioner Pappalardo asked Capt. Murphy is he has any 

recommendations about how to improve the situation. Capt. Murphy said he will confer 

with Ms. Colon. He said it might also be a good idea to reach out to other hotels in the 

city. Commissioner Gilgun said the situation at the Red Roof is an accident waiting to 

happen. Capt. Murphy said the goal is to cut down on the number of police responses. 

Chairman Skeffington said Ms. Colon’s demeanor when she was here 1.5 years ago is 

much different than it is today. He said it seems like the commission is inconveniencing 

Ms. Colon. He said Ms. Colon said they do not take cash but the police report about the 

incident on July 22 indicates the guest paid cash for the room. He said the police report 

also indicates the guest did not show an ID. He said the Red Roof is indeed a cash hotel. 

He said Ms. Colon has to have better communication with staff. He said the commission 

is not going to give Ms. Colon a third chance. He said if the police have to continue to be 

called and the commission asks Ms. Colon to come to another meeting, her body 

language ought to be better. He said Red Roof Inn is not being pro-active, it is being 

reactive. Ms. Colon said the persons involved in the July 22 incident paid for the room 

under a third party authorization. Chairman Skeffington said the guests paid cash, 

according to the police report. Ms. Colon said the Red Roof Inn does not take cash at 

check in. Commissioner Gilgun asked if the parties involved in the July 22 incident were 

required to present ID upon check-in. Ms. Colon said there was a third party 

authorization. Commissioner Gilgun said every guest should be required to present 

identification. Capt. Murphy said the commission and the police department don’t care 

who is paying for the room, but they want to know who is staying in the room. 

Commissioner Gilgun said sending a letter to Red Roof Inn’s corporate headquarters 

sounds like a good idea. Capt. Murphy said he will handle that. Commissioner 

Pappalardo asked if the commission wants Ms. Colon to return to a subsequent meeting. 

Chairman Skeffington said they will ask Ms. Colon to return if the situation does not 

improve. Chairman Skeffington asked for a motion requesting Capt. Murphy to send a 

letter to Red Roof Inn’s corporate headquarters, regarding the recent police activity at the 

Woburn location. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by 

Commissioner Gilgun to ask Capt. Murphy to send a letter to Red Roof Inn’s corporate 

headquarters, regarding the recent police activity at the Woburn location; approved, 3-0. 

Chairman Skeffington said the commission will be keeping an eye on the Red Roof In 

and told Ms. Colon she should consider this discussion as a verbal warning. 

 

 

3. Jack Strong Corp., 19 Carlson Way, application for a special 1-day liquor license 

for a home run derby at Leland Park from 11 a.m. 4 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 14, 

2019: Representing the petitioner was Leonard Burnham, 12 Tedesco Drive, Woburn, 



 

 

MA. Mr. Burnham said the event will run the same as last year with a home run derby, a 

petting zoo and raffles. Proceeds from the event will be donated to muscular dystrophy 

research. Alcohol service will consist of beer only. Commissioner Pappalardo said last 

year’s event was well-run. Chairman Skeffington asked if there will be skunks in the 

petting zoo. Mr. Burnham said there will not. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo 

and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the special 1-day liquor license and 

waive the application fee; approved, 3-0. 

 

4. Towanda Club, 19 Abbott Street, application for a special 1-day liquor license for a 

members’ family and friends outing from 1-5 p.m. on September 15, 2019: 

Representing the Towanda Club was President Michael Higgins, 7 Middlesex Canal Park 

Drive, Woburn, MA. Mr. Higgins said the event will be held on the side of the building 

in the parking lot. He said the event will be held in an effort to attract new members to 

the club. Chairman Skeffington asked if the same bartenders who work in the club will be 

serving liquor at the event. Mr. Higgins said they will. Motion made by Commissioner 

Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the special 1-day liquor 

license and waive the application fee; approved, 3-0. 

 

5. 99 West LLC, dba 99 Restaurant, 291 Mishawum Road, application for change of 

manager: Representing the petitioner was Nicholas Srybny, 16 Haigh Ave., Salem, N.H. 

Mr. Srybny said he has been working at the 99 in East Woburn since January and he is 

being promoted to manager. Chairman Skeffington said Mr. Srybny’s resume indicates 

he has been working for the 99 chain since 2014. Mr. Srybny said he has worked at the 

Haverhill location and other locations. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and 

seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the application for change of manager; 

approved, 3-0. 

 

6. Crowne Plaza, 15 Middlesex Canal Park Drive, application for new amusement 

license: No one was in attendance to represent the petitioner. Chairman Skeffington said 

he is not in favor of granting the amusement license. He suggested continuing the matter 

until next month. He said the zoning code requires a special permit from the City Council 

for more than three amusement devices. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and 

seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to table the matter until the commission’s meeting in 

September; approved, 3-0.  

 

7. Black & Orange Bar and Grill, 474 Main Street, request to change of hours of 

alcohol service: Representing the petitioner was Michael Palmer, 5 Taylor Terrace, 

Lynnfield, MA. Mr. Palmer said he would like to start serving liquor at 10 a.m. on 

Sunday, when he will offer brunch. He said he will start serving breakfast on other days 

at 5 a.m. Chairman Skeffington asked if anyone in the audience wished to address the 

commission about the petition. There were no respondents. Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the request for 

change of hours; approved, 3-0. 

 



 

 

8. Dog House Bar & Grill, 434 Main Street, request to change hours of alcohol service: 

Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to 

take collectively matters #8 and #9 on the posted agenda; approved, 3-0. Representing the 

petitioner was Hugo Moraes, 1 Middlesex Canal Park Drive, Woburn, MA. Mr. Moraes 

said he would like to start serving brunch at 9 a.m. on weekends and put in a request for 

alcohol service beginning at 10 a.m. on Sundays. Commissioner Pappalardo said Mr. 

Moraes’s request seems consistent with the previous petition. Clerk of the Commission 

said the letter from the State Lottery Commission advises the local licensing authority of 

a request for Keno and the LLA must file a written objection within 21 days. Motion 

made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the 

request for change of hours and offer no objection to the application for a Keno license; 

approved, 3-0. Capt. Murphy asked what time alcohol will be served on Sundays. 

Chairman Skeffington said the Dog House can start serving alcohol at 10 a.m. on 

Sundays, pending approval by the ABCC.  

 

9. Dog House Bar & Grill, 434 Main Street, memo from State Lottery Commission 

regarding a request for a Keno license: Representing the petitioner was Hugo Moraes, 

1 Middlesex Canal Park Drive, Woburn, MA. See preceding item. 

 

10. Capt. Murphy report on compliance checks: Chairman Skeffington read a memo from 

Capt. Murphy: “On the above date, a compliance check of was conducted of a sample of 

the holders of liquor licenses within the city of Woburn.  The check was done in 

compliance with the policy and procedure that was approved by the License Commission 

of the City of Woburn and based upon the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission 

sample policy. The check of six licenses produced no violations. The Licensee holder’s 

checks were: Jake and Joe’s, Dave and Buster’s, On the Border, 110 Grill, Red Robin, 

and Liquor Junction.” Capt. Murphy said high-traffic establishments were chosen. He 

said the underage purchaser was 20 years old. He said all the liquor license holders 

passed the compliance check. He said they all asked for ID. He said each transaction was 

witnessed by an undercover officer. He said compliance checks are conducted similar to 

drug deals. Commissioner Pappalardo asked if the same person was used in each 

compliance check. Capt. Murphy said the same person was used and the compliance 

checks tend to move quickly before word gets around. Chairman Skeffington said the city 

has been very fortunate with compliance checks, and some abutting towns have not been 

as good as Woburn. Capt. Murphy said the buyer did not look like she was 12-years-old 

and was dressed like an adult. He said they try to pick a buyer who looks reasonably like 

a 21-year-old. Chairman Skeffington said the success rate with the compliance checks 

goes back to the annual mandatory meeting in October when license holders are told of 

the city’s expectations. Capt. Murphy said it is good to remind the license holders every 

year. Commissioner Gilgun said he wants to invite innkeeper’s license holders to the 

mandatory meeting, even if they don’t have a liquor license. Motion made by 

Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to accept the report 

from Capt. Murphy regarding compliance checks and make it part of the permanent 

record; approved, 3-0.   

 



 

 

11. Status of late Common Victualer’s applications: Clerk of the Commission said there 

have been some developments. The manager of the Unidine Cafes in Unicorn Park has 

submitted paperwork but still needs a sign-off from the Building Dept. once it issues a 

certificate of inspection. An application was sent to Diner in the Park after the clerk 

spoke to the manager on the telephone. The manager said she was not aware she needed 

to renew the CV license after it was transferred late last year, and that she did not receive 

any correspondence from the previous manager of the establishment. Clerk said he meant 

to check in today with the Deputy Treasurer regarding Brothers Pizza regarding an 

outstanding personal property tax bill but the Deputy Treasurer was not available.     

 

12. Approval of meeting minutes from July 25, 2019: Motion made by Commissioner 

Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to approve the minutes of the July 25, 

2019, as presented; approved, 3-0. 

 

13. Any other matters that may be legally before the Commission: Chairman Skeffington 

said he attended a meeting in the mayor’s office regarding the new Woburn Mall. He said 

he does not want to elaborate but it appears the developer will be seeking a home rule 

petition for additional liquor licenses. He said the meeting included the mayor, City 

Council President Anderson, state Rep. Haggerty and representatives from Edens. 

 

14. S&L Liquors, 485 Main Street, report of sale of alcohol outside of hours of 

operation: Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner 

Gilgun to take from the table the matter of S&L Liquors, 485 Main Street. Representing 

the petitioner was Peter Dion, 11 Pleasant Street, West Newton, MA. Capt. Murphy said 

S&L Liquors has been selling alcohol after its posted closing hour of 6 p.m. on Sunday. 

Mr. Dion said he has five liquor stores and four of them remain open until 8 p.m. on 

Sunday. He said he thought there was a gentlemen’s agreement with the other liquor 

stores in town but some of the other stores have changed ownership over the years. He 

said he had no intention of breaking any law. He said he feels terrible about it. He said it 

was an honest mistake. He said he will abide by whatever rule the commission imposes. 

He said he is trying to keep downtown clean. Chairman Skeffington said he thinks Mr. 

Dion can ask the commission to stay open until 8 p.m. Capt. Murphy said package stores 

across the state used to close at 6 p.m. on Sundays but that is not longer the case. 

Commissioner Gilgun said he thinks Mr. Dion may need a special permit. Chairman 

Skeffington said he thinks the commission can approve change of hours. He said the 

commission is not here to hurt anyone’s business. He said the commission usually asks 

for push-ups and sit-ups as punishment. He said he understands that stuff happens 

sometimes. He asked the clerk of the commission if he can find out if a package store can 

stay open until 8 p.m. He said the commission may need city council approval. 

Commissioner Gilgun said if the commission allows one package store to be open until 8 

p.m., it would have to avail all the other package stores in town of the same option. 

Chairman Skeffington said he wants all the package stores in Woburn to be competitive. 

He said if Mr. Dion wants to stay open until 8 p.m., he can put in a request at least 10 

days before the commission’s next meeting. Mr. Dion said he will also file for a change 

of manager. Chairman Skeffington said Mr. Dion can also apply to the commission for a 

change of manager. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by 



 

 

Commissioner Pappalardo that all the package stores in the city be notified that they will 

have the option to come before the commission to request a change of closing hour to 8 

p.m. on Sundays; approved, 3-0. 

 

15. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo 

to adjourn. Chairman Skeffington adjourned the meeting at 6:47 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:                                                         ___________________________                       

 

Gordon Vincent  

Clerk of Committees 

 

 

 


