
 

 

Woburn License Commission 

Woburn City Hall 

Committee Room – 6 p.m. 

July 25, 2019 

 

Voting Members present: Chairman Thomas Skeffington, Commissioner David 

Gilgun and Commissioner William Pappalardo. 

 

Also present: Woburn Police Lt. Steven Marshall 

 

1. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Chairman Skeffington to 

take the following item off the table from the previous meeting, all in favor, 3-0. 

Amisha II LLC, dba Waxy O’Connor’s, 1 Rainin Road, public hearing regarding 

cessation of operations (continued from meeting of June 20, 2019):  Appearing were 

Ashok Patel, 30 Winter Street, Lexington, MA, and Attorney Michael Milazzo, 41 

Trumbull Street, New Haven, CT. Chairman Skeffington asked the principals to provide 

a status update. Attorney Milazzo said they are trying to finish negotiations for a lease for 

a new tenant. He said they were making progress but he had a heart attack last month that 

set back the process. He said Mr. Patel has paid all taxes and settled all outstanding debts, 

and that everything and everyone is paid up-to-date. Commissioner Gilgun said Mr. Patel 

settling his debts is a plus. Attorney Milazzo said he could get a certificate of good 

standing from the DOR tomorrow. He said an outstanding bill for police details was also 

paid off. Chairman Skeffington asked about the distinction between Amisha I LLC and 

Amisha II LLC. Attorney Milazzo said Amisha I LLC covers the adjacent hotel. 

Chairman Skeffington asked if Amisha I has anything to do with Waxy O’Connor’s. 

Attorney Milazzo said they are separate entities. Chairman Skeffington asked if Mr. Patel 

has any financial interest in Amisha II. Attorney Milazzo said there is no other financial 

interest other than being the landlord. He said Waxy’s lease is gone; they are out of 

business. Chairman Skeffington asked again if Amisha I has any financial interest in 

Amisha II. Attorney Milazzo said Mr. Patel owns both properties. Chairman Skeffington 

asked if that comprises a financial interest. Mr. Patel said the intent is to lease the 

restaurant. Attorney Milazzo said there will be a landlord-to-tenant relationship. Mr. Patel 

said the arrangement will be typical to a mall leasing space to a tenant. Chairman 

Skeffington asked if Amisha I owes any back taxes to the city. Mr. Patel said he does not 

think so, but he can check. Chairman Skeffington asked Mr. Patel if he spoke to the 

Deputy Treasurer/Collector today. Mr. Patel said someone called but it wasn’t he. 

Chairman Skeffington said someone affiliated with Amisha talked to the 

Treasurer/Collector. He said the license transfer will not be granted until all outstanding 

debts are settled. Mr. Patel said he understands that. Chairman Skeffington said the 

commission is done playing games with Mr. Patel. He said the games are getting old. He 

advised Mr. Patel to settle any outstanding debts. Attorney Milazzo said the person who 

called the Deputy Treasurer/Collector today doesn’t really understand how the business 

operates. Chairman Skeffington said if that is the case then he shouldn’t have called. Mr. 

Patel said he has been trying to pick up the tab for his tenant. Commissioner Gilgun said 

the thinks the situation is in good hands with Attorney Milazzo. Commissioner 

Pappalardo said he came to the board in the middle of the Waxy O’Connor’s situation, 



 

 

but he understands it has been going on for a while. Attorney Milazzo said right now they 

are negotiating a new lease. He said they are currently on the second draft. He said there 

will likely be four drafts. Commissioner Gilgun suggested continuing the matter until the 

board’s meeting in August. Attorney Milazzo suggested continuing the matter for 60 

days, but which time the lease will have been negotiated. Motion made by Commissioner 

Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to continue the hearing until the 

commission’s meeting in September; approved, 3-0. 

Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to 

take the following item out of order from the posted agenda; approved, 3-0. 

  

2. Dog House Bar & Grill, 434 Main Street, Woburn, MA for an incident on July 1, 

2019 at 434 Main Street: Appearing for the petitioner was Hugo Moraes, 1 Middlesex 

Canal Park Drive, Woburn, MA. Chairman Skeffington said there was an incident on the 

aforementioned date involving service of two beers to a female patron who was not of 

legal drinking age. Mr. Moraes went to the bartender who allegedly served the underage 

patron and asked the bartender if he had asked the patron for identification. The bartender 

said he had asked for ID. Mr. Moraes then told the bartender that he would check video 

surveillance to confirm the bartender had asked for ID. The bartender then reportedly 

admitted he had not asked for ID and served the patron because she was a friend. 

Chairman Skeffington said he spoke to Capt. John Murphy and Sgt. Paul Doherty of the 

Woburn Police Dept. said they said they could not have been happier with the way Mr. 

Moraes handled the situation. Chairman Skeffington said Mr. Moraes fired the bartender 

who served the underage patron. Chairman Skeffington said he was contacted by Mr. 

Moraes on July 5. He said Mr. Moraes showed him a new hand-held scanner he had 

purchased to check IDs. Chairman Skeffington said the Dog House has been pretty busy 

since it opened. He said no one gets into the restaurant without having their identification 

confirmed. He said Mr. Moares was very, very cooperative with the police and the 

commission in the wake of the underage drinking incident. Commissioner Gilgun said the 

minimum penalty for serving an underage patron is a 3-day license suspension. He asked 

Mr. Moraes what kind of instructions he gives to his bartenders. He asked Mr. Moraes if 

all his bartenders are TIPS certified. Mr. Moraes said the bartender involved in the 

incident is TIPS certified. He said the bartender came from the 99 Restaurants chain. He 

said he advised the bartender he was required to check identification. Commissioner 

Gilgun said there are four types of acceptable identification – a driver’s license, a 

passport, a state-issued liquor identification card and a military ID. He said nothing else 

is acceptable. He said if you try to buy liquor at a ballgame, the first thing they do is ask 

for identification. He said the commission had been very good to Mr. Moraes. He said 

this is a first offense. He said he does not recommend a license suspension but he would 

like to give Mr. Moraes a dope slap. He said if there is a subsequent incident, there will 

be a suspension. Mr. Moares said that in addition to adding the scanners, he also has 

someone at the front door to check identification. Commissioner Pappalardo said it seems 

like Mr. Moraes is trying to do the right thing. He asked Mr. Moraes if there have been 

any other incidents at the Dog House. Mr. Moraes said there have been no other 

incidents. Commissioner Pappalardo said the commission will keep a close eye on the 

Dog House. Lt. Marshall said there have been no subsequent incidents to July 1. 



 

 

Commissioner Gilgun said the commission does not give out gold stars for being 

cooperative. He said if an establishment serves liquor to an underage patron, the 

commission can levy a suspension of between 3-7 days. Chairman Skeffington said the 

bartender who served the underage patron has been fired. He said it seems the bartender 

is a rogue employee who decided to serve a friend. He said Mr. Moraes has been 

cooperative. Commissioner Pappalardo said Mr. Moraes seems to understand the severity 

of the offense. Commissioner Gilgun said the commission should give Mr. Moraes a 

verbal warning this time. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by 

Commissioner Pappalardo to issue a verbal warning to the Dog House for the service of 

alcohol to an underage patron on July 1, 2019; approved, 3-0. Commissioner Gilgun 

asked Lt. Marshall if he was aware of a problem at the Red Roof Inn a couple of weeks 

ago. Lt. Marshall replied there have been a lot of incidents at the Red Roof Inn. 

Commissioner Gilgun said he is referring to an apparent brawl. Lt. Marshall said there 

was a disturbance but it was over by the time police arrived. Motion made by 

Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to invite the manager 

and assistant manager of the Red Roof Inn to the commission’s meeting in August to 

discuss the incident; approved, 3-0. Chairman Skeffington said he would also like to 

invite the manager of S&L Liquors to the August meeting to discuss a report from Capt. 

Murphy that the store is opening earlier than its posted hours on Sundays. Motion made 

by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to invite the 

manager of S&L Liquors to the August meeting; approved, 3-0. 

Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to 

return to the regular order of business; approved, 3-0. 

 

3. St. Barbara’s Church, 138 Cambridge Road, application for a special 1-day liquor 

license for the annual fall festival and pasta dinner on Sept. 21, 2019: Appearing for 

the petitioner was MaryAnn Chorlton, 312 Lexington Street, Woburn, MA. Ms. Chorlton 

said this is the eighth year of the fall festival and pasta dinner. She said this year classic 

cars will be an added feature of the event. She said anyone who owns a classic car can 

participate and can call or email her if they are interested in participating. She said there 

will be a lot of activities for children. She said she hopes the weather is good. She said 

there is also a superheroes theme and superheroes will be there all day. Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the special 1-

day liquor license and waive the application fee; approved, 3-0.  

 

4. Victoria Function Hall & Décor Inc., 36 Montvale Avenue, applications for 10 

special 1-day liquor licenses on the following dates: July 27, 2019; August 10, 2019; 

August 17, 2019; August 30, 2019; August 31, 2019; September 7, 2019; September 

21, 2019; October 12, 2019; October 13, 2019; October 19, 2019: Appearing for the 

petitioner was Attorney Joseph Tarby, Murtha Cullina, 600 Unicorn Park, Woburn, MA, 

and Thales Paulino and Rone Silva, both of Victoria Function Hall & Décor, 36 Montvale 

Avenue, Woburn, MA. Attorney Tarby said his client is seeking 10 special 1-day 

licenses. He said hopefully his client will have applied for and received a regular liquor 

license by the time the last few events are held. He said the commission granted a special 

1-day license for a similar event in April. He said he is in the process of putting together 



 

 

an application for a liquor license transfer and still needs to fill out a couple of CORI 

forms. He said the ABCC suggested filing for 1-day licenses until the regular liquor 

license is granted. He said the function hall has really caught on and Victoria seems to be 

getting business, which he said it a good thing for the downtown area. Chairman 

Skeffington asked if the 1-day license applications are for beer and wine only. Attorney 

Tarby said the licenses will be for beer and wine only. Chairman Skeffington asked who 

is responsible for parking the white truck in front of the entrance to the building. 

Chairman Skeffington said the truck needs to be parked elsewhere. He said the truck is a 

safety hazard and people have to walk onto Montvale Avenue to avoid it. He said the 

Building Dept. is aware of the situation with the truck and is not happy about it. Mr. 

Paulino said the truck will not be parked there anymore. Chairman Skeffington said the 

truck is parked there all day every day. Commissioner Pappalardo asked when the 

applicant expects to file for a regular liquor license. Attorney Tarby said the application 

should be filed within the next couple of weeks. Motion made by Commissioner 

Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to approve the applications for the 10 

special 1-day liquor licenses; approved, 3-0. Chairman Skeffington noted the $100 fee for 

each special 1-day liquor license is not refundable and if the applicant obtains a regular 

liquor license before any of the events under the auspices of a 1-day license are held, the 

petitioner has essentially made a donation to the city of Woburn.  

 

5. CP Woburn LLC dba Homewood Suites/Hampton Inn, 371A and 371B Washington 

Street, Woburn, MA, applications for a new liquor license and common victualer’s 

license at 371A and 371B Washington Street, Woburn, MA: Appearing for the 

petitioner were Attorney Joseph Tarby, Murtha Cullina, 600 Unicorn Park, Woburn, MA, 

and Gwen D. Lytle, the proposed manager of the hotel. Attorney Tarby said his client is 

seeking approval of a full liquor license. He said there were three liquor licenses 

allocated to the former WR Grace site via special legislation. He said there were two 

licenses allocated to the former Crest Buick site and one to the Crestview Plaza site. He 

said this is the final license at the WR Grace site. He said there are already three 

restaurants at the WR Grace site – Red Robin, 110 Grill and Chick-fil-A. Ms. Lytle said 

there will be 103 rooms in the Homewood Suites hotel and 122 rooms in the Hampton 

Inn for a total of 235 rooms. Attorney Tarby said alcohol service will occur in a 

bar/restaurant the lobby area. He said the hours of alcohol service will be from 6-10 p.m., 

seven days. He said there will food service including appetizers and sandwiches. The 

restaurant will also serve breakfast from 6-10 a.m. He said Ms. Lytle has more than 20 

years of experience in the hospitality industry. Chairman Skeffington asked if the hours 

of liquor service will be expanded down the road. Ms. Lytle said she does not foresee 

such a request, since there are three other restaurants at the WR Grace site – Red Robin, 

110 Grill and Chick-fil-A – that already provide lunch. Chairman Skeffington noted the 

applicant is limiting itself to 6-10 p.m. He said if the restaurant requests opening hours 

from 6-midnight, they can always close earlier, but if they ask for 6-10 and find out later 

they want to extend, they have to come back to the commission. Ms. Lytle said it is 

unlikely they will want longer hours because nothing good happens at a hotel after 11 

p.m. Commissioner Gilgun suggested hours of operation from 5-11 p.m. Chairman 

Skeffington asked when the hotel will open. Ms. Lytle said the hotel is expected to open 

on or about Sept. 17. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by 



 

 

Commissioner Gilgun to grant the common victualer’s license with hours of operation 

from 6-10 a.m. and 5-11 p.m. and grant the liquor license with hours of operation from 5-

11 p.m.; approved, 3-0.  

 

Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo to 

take the next two items collectively; approved, 3-0.  

 

6. Uno Restaurant of Woburn Inc., 300 Mishawum Road, application for change of 

officers and directors: Appearing for the petitioner was Attorney Joseph Tarby, Murtha 

Cullina, 600 Unicorn Park, Woburn, MA. Attorney Tarby said his client is working with 

the Woburn Mall. He said a special permit was issued for the mall and then appealed by 

Cummings Properties. He said the appeal with withdrawn and Uno has executed an 

agreement with Edens to transfer the license to another restaurant, with which 

negotiations are currently underway. He said he expects the agreement to transfer the 

license will be finalized and at that point the tenant will apply for the transfer of license. 

Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun that 

the application for change of officers and directors be granted; approved, 3-0.   

 

7. Uno Restaurant of Woburn Inc., 300 Mishawum Road, status update of liquor 

license: Appearing for the petitioner was Attorney Joseph Tarby, Murtha Cullina, 600 

Unicorn Park, Woburn, MA. See preceding item. 

 

8. Red Robin #714, 369 Washington Street, application for change of manager: 

Appearing for the petitioner was Charles Waitt, 70 Windham Road, Pelham, N.H. Mr. 

Waitt said he started working in the restaurant industry when he was 19, as a server. He 

said he was a server at Chili’s in Wilmington. He said he worked for Chili’s until 2014 

before moving to Red Robin, with which he has been employed for four years. He said he 

was recently promoted to general manager. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo 

and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to grant the request for change of manager; 

approved, 3-0. 

 

9. Jake & Joe’s Sports Grille, 230 Mishawum Road, request for extended hours for 

UFC events on August 17, 2019; October 5, 2019; November 2, 2019; and December 

14, 2019: Appearing for the petitioner was Brian Guglielmo, general manager, Jake & 

Joe’s Sports Grille. Mr. Guglielmo said Jake & Joe’s has asked to remain open late for 

four UFC events. He said he is not sure whether the restaurant will be open late for any or 

all, but he wanted to get prior permission from the commission. He said the restaurant 

will remain open until 1:30 a.m. Alcohol service will end at 12:30 a.m., and drinks will 

be off the table by 1 a.m. Mr. Guglielmo also said any non-alcoholic drinks will be 

placed in plastic cups, as per the commission’s policy. Commissioner Pappalardo asked if 

things have gone smoothly in the past with the UFC events. Lt. Marshall said there have 

been no incidents at Jake & Joe’s. Chairman Skeffington said the 12:30 a.m. last call 

doesn’t change, but what does change is people have to be out of the door by 1:30 a.m. 

He said he spoke the Capt. Murphy and there have been no problems with the last three 

UFC events at Jake & Joe’s. Motion made by Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by 



 

 

Commissioner Gilgun to grant the request from Jake & Joe’s Sports Grille for extended 

hours on the aforementioned dates; approved, 3-0.  

 

10. Nick’s Pizza & Roast Beef, 901B Main Street, application for transfer of common 

victualer’s license: Appearing for the petitioner was Theofan Qirjazi, 764 Lowell Street, 

Peabody, MA. Mr. Qirjazi said his restaurant will serve pizza, roast beef and submarine 

sandwiches. He said he already operates restaurants in Wakefield, Lynn, Beverly and 

Peabody. Chairman Skeffington said there has been a lot of good publicity about Nick’s 

Roast Beef. He asked Mr. Qirjazi intends to close the Woburn location at 9 p.m. or if he 

wants to stay open until 11. Mr. Qirjazi said he can stay open until 11. Motion made by 

Commissioner Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun that the transfer of the 

license be granted, with a closing hour of 11 p.m., contingent upon the signature of the 

Building Commissioner on the common victualer’s application; approved, 3-0. Chairman 

Skeffington asked Mr. Qirjazi when he expects to open. Mr. Qirjazi said he hopes to be 

open in the first or second week of September.   

 

11. Status of late Common Victualer’s application: Clerk of the Commission said there 

has no response at all from Diner in the Park and Unidine at 300, 500 & 600 Unicorn 

Park Drive. Chairman Skeffington said he might ask Capt. Murphy to visit those two 

locations. 

 

12. Approval of meeting minutes from June 20, 2019: Motion made by Commissioner 

Pappalardo and seconded by Commissioner Gilgun to approve the minutes of the June 20 

meeting; all in favor, 3-0.  

 

13. Any other matters that may be legally before the Commission: Chairman Skeffington 

said the next three meetings will be held on August 15, September 19 and October 24. 

 

14. Motion made by Commissioner Gilgun and seconded by Commissioner Pappalardo 

to adjourn. Chairman Skeffington adjourned the meeting at 6:52 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:                                                         ___________________________                       

 

Gordon Vincent  

Clerk of Committees 

 

 


