
MEETING OF THE 
CITY OF WOBURN 

TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2019 – 4:00 P.M.   

COUNCIL CHAMBER 
WOBURN CITY HALL 

 
 
Attending: Comm. Joanne Campbell, Comm. John Corey, Comm. Daniel Orr, Comm. Keith 
Peary, Comm. Peter Socorelis, Chair Comm. Edward Tedesco. 
 
Absent: Comm. John Duran, Comm. Charles Stokes; Resident Representative Vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-31 
 
Motion made and 2nd to accept the communication from Police Chief Robert Rufo designating 
Sgt. Charles Stokes as the Police Department member of the Traffic Commission. Motion made 
and 2nd that the communication be received and place on file, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent 
(Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 
        __________________________ 
 
Motion made and 2nd to waive the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to accept, 
6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 
        __________________________ 
 

2019-15 
 
On the request to request to repeal no parking restriction on Albany Street adjacent to 313 
Montvale Avenue. A communication was received from Superintendent of Public Works John 
Duran stating that the no parking restriction should stay in place as the roadway is too narrow to 
park with the traffic in the area. Motion made and 2nd that the communication be received and 
made part of the record, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 
Motion made and 2nd that the Order be denied, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes 
absent), 1 vacancy.  

_________________________ 
 

2019-17 
 
On the request for traffic noise abatement on Montvale Avenue. Appearing was James Rastellini, 
153 Montvale Avenue and he stated that there is increasing traffic noise from motor vehicles 
including those with modified exhaust systems, and that he drives a motorcycle. Comm. Corey 
stated that the Traffic Commission has no power to enforce or create noise laws. Mr. Rastellini 
stated that he spoke to his Alderman and submitted a service request form on the city’s website, 
that he was directed to contact the Traffic Commission, and that he wants to know which 
department controls noise and the noise ordinance. Comm. Corey stated that the Board of Health 



administers the noise ordinance but this is generally not applicable to road noise. Comm. 
Tedesco stated that there is a distinction between a single noise such as from a passing car and a 
source with a continuous noise. Mr. Rastellini stated that it sounds like constant noise from the 
cars and motorcycles passing his house. Comm. Tedesco stated that the Board of Health enforces 
the noise ordinance. Comm. Campbell stated that the petitioner should go to the State 
Representatives to have the laws changed regarding noise at those levels, and that the noise 
ordinance in Woburn would not govern this issue. Mr. Rastellini stated that he was told by the 
Police Department that Montvale Avenue is a through street and the city would not be able to 
control the issue or the trucks as they are controlled on Green Street. Comm. Tedesco stated that 
the no heavy trucking signs on Green Street are not legal. Mr. Rastellini asked if the time limited 
and resident signs are valid. Comm. Campbell stated that there are some signs erected in the city 
that should not be. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be placed on file, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 
absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

 _________________________ 
 

2019-18 
 
On the request for traffic warning signs on Harrison Avenue. Appearing was Penny Maciejka-
Hoene, 51 North Warren Street and she showed a video of vehicles who would not stop at the 
crosswalk. Ms. Maciejka-Hoene stated that she had a vehicle parked on the street which was 
totaled in a crash due to vehicle speed, that she wants a flashing light for pedestrians to cross at 
the crosswalk, that a number of streets around the city could benefit from these signs, that speed 
bumps would get drivers attention to slow down, and that there is one sign on a telephone pole 
indicating the nearby playground. Comm. Corey stated that at the very least crosswalk signs 
could be installed, that on Harrison Avenue heading west from Winn Street that should be a sign 
indicating a playground ahead, that the playground sign on the telephone pole should be placed 
on a pole, and that a lit sign would require more study. Motion made and 2nd that a 
communication be sent to the Superintendent of Public Works indicating that two playground 
signs and two crosswalk signs should be installed on Harrison Avenue at Library Field, 6 in 
favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. Motion made and 2nd that the 
matter be placed on file, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-19 
 
On the request for traffic warning signs on Harrison Avenue. Appearing was Penny Maciejka-
Hoene, 51 North Warren Street and she stated that she is concerned about young people 
attempting to cross the street at this intersection, that the crosswalk is not properly posted, and 
that a sign indicating small children should also be posted. Rich Benevento, WorldTech 
Engineering LLC, 300 TradeCenter, Suite 5580, Woburn, Massachusetts 01801 stated that there 
can be a sign with a word message but not symbols, and that the signs do not produce additional 
safety. Comm. Corey stated that the appropriate sign would indicate the crosswalk. Mr. 
Benevento stated that the city could consider a fluorescent yellow-green sign rather than a yellow 
sign. Comm. Corey stated that the city has been using the fluorescent yellow-green signs. Ms. 
Maciejka-Hoene asked if the speed limit could be reduced to 25 m.p.h. Comm. Corey stated that 
the speed studies in the area would not warrant less than 30 m.p.h., and that there is no history of 



vehicle crashes in that area. Mr. Benevento stated that the default speed limit in the city is 30 
m.p.h. Motion made and 2nd that a communication be sent to the Superintendent of Public Works 
indicating that four crosswalk signs should be installed at the intersection of Pleasant Street, Ellis 
Street and Water Street, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 
Motion made and 2nd that the request relative to a flashing sign be place on file, 6 in favor, 0 
opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-20 
 
On the request for no commercial trucking sign on Fowle Street. Comm. Corey stated that there 
are businesses in the area of Conn Street, that there is a no heavy trucking sign that may not be 
enforceable, and that this issue will take more intensive study. Motion made and 2nd to accept the 
communication dated September 19, 2019 from Barry Bane and Carlene Bane and the 
communication dated August 30, 2019 from Richard Benevento, WorldTech Engineering LLC 
and make them part of the record, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 
vacancy. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be laid on the table to the next meeting, 6 in favor, 
0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-25 
 
On the request for no parking sign at 3 Draper Street. Peter McNamee, Barbizon Light of New 
England, Inc., 3 Draper Street, Woburn, Massachusetts 01801 stated that since the Lord Hobo 
brewery moved in next door there has been a significant amount of on-street parking from the 
facility, that the vehicles park between the walkway and corner of the driveway which inhibits 
the line of sight, that the road topography dips in that area, that vehicles travel fast on the 
roadway, that drivers in vehicles approaching from over the hill cannot see vehicles exiting their 
driveway, that they are seeking a no parking restriction between the walkway to the corner of the 
driveway with signs or striping, that the no parking restriction will not impact their business, that 
they have their own parking lot, and that there is on-street parking north of the walkway. Comm. 
Corey stated that the sign could indicate no parking here to corner or no parking here to 
driveway. Motion made and 2nd that the following Order be given a first reading, 6 in favor, 0 
opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 
 
ORDERED DRAPER STREET – No parking on the easterly side beginning at a point 320 

feet southerly of the intersection with Nashua Street in a southerly direction a 
distance of 31 feet.  

_________________________ 
 

2019-21 
 
On the request for handicapped parking restriction at 89 Salem Street. Marcia Damaceno 
DeOliveira, 89 Salem Street stated that she has lived at the address for thirteen years, that her 
mother lives with her, that neighboring property has no parking and they park their vehicles in 
front of her house, that it is difficult to get her mother from the car to the front door, and that she 



understands anyone with a handicapped parking placard can park in the space. Comm. Tedesco 
stated that he wanted to see the petitioner’s handicapped parking placard. Comm. Corey stated 
that there is a no parking restriction on the northerly side of the street, and that this restriction 
would not interfere with the roadway width. Comm. Tedesco inspected the handicapped parking 
placard which expires in 2024. Motion made and 2nd to establish a handicapped parking 
restriction on the southerly side of the roadway at 89 Salem Street and the matter was given a 
first reading, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 
 
ORDERED SALEM STREET – One handicapped accessible parking space on the southerly 

side at 89 Salem Street. 
_________________________ 

 
Motion made and 2nd to take the following matter out of order, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent 
(Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-23 
 
On the request for handicapped parking restriction at 906B Rear Main Street. Comm. Corey 
stated that this area may be within the State highway. Motion made and 2nd that a communication 
be sent to the petition asking that he attend the next meeting to discuss the reasons the 
handicapped parking space is needed and to bring an unexpired handicapped parking placard to 
the meeting with him, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. Motion 
made and 2nd that the matter be tabled to the next meeting, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent 
(Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 
Motion made and 2nd to return to the regular order of business, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent 
(Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-22 
 
On the request for traffic warning sign on Cleveland Avenue. Comm. Tedesco stated that the 
petitioner is not in attendance at the meeting. City Council President Michael Anderson stated 
that he has received complaints about vehicle speed on the road, that the police department has 
collected speed data on the street, and that during rush hour the vehicles tend to speed as is 
common on other streets in the city at that time. Comm. Corey stated that he visited the street, 
and that he did not see an issue. Comm. Campbell stated that a request could be made to the 
Traffic Safety Officer for a report on the conditions. President Anderson stated that the Traffic 
Safety Officer could submit the data collected to the Traffic Commission. Motion made and 2nd 
that a communication be sent to the Traffic Safety Officer for a report on the data collected from 
Cleveland Avenue to be presented at the next meeting, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, 
Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 



2019-24 
 
On the request for no parking sign on Caulfield Road. Comm. Corey stated that the petitioner is 
asking that the no parking sign be moved further up the street. Comm. Peary asked what the 
reason for the request is. Comm. Tedesco stated that the petitioner could be asked to attend the 
meeting to discuss the request further. Comm. Campbell stated that she drives in this area, and 
that vehicles park at the corner. Comm. Corey stated that he would prefer to hear the reasoning 
of the petitioner before acting. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be laid on the table to the 
next meeting and that a communication be sent to the petitioner asking that he attend the meeting 
and present reasons for the request, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 
vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-27 
 
On the request for improvements for pedestrian safety at Cambridge Road and Revere Road. 
Alderman Lindsay Higgins stated that the residents are seeking a crosswalk at the intersection for 
pedestrian safety. Comm. Corey stated that the Engineering Department was notified that 
MassDOT will be replacing the handicapped ramps along all of Cambridge Road, that the 
communication did not mention sidewalks but if handicapped ramps are being replaced this 
indicates sidewalks may be as well, and that he will seek additional information. Motion made 
and 2nd that the matter be tabled to the next meeting pending further information from the City 
Engineer and MassDOT, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-30 
 
On the request for speed limit signs on Revere Road. Anne Chatfield, 10 Dawes Circle stated 
that she wants more signs for 25 m.p.h. and 30 m.p.h. where appropriate, that there is a flashing 
speed sign but it is closer to Stevin Drive, that the Police Department has been patrolling the 
area, and that the vehicles being pulled over are from the area. Rich Benevento, Rich Benevento, 
WorldTech Engineering LLC, 300 TradeCenter, Suite 5580, Woburn, Massachusetts 01801 
stated that there is a special speed regulation for Revere Road, that there is a section at 20 m.p.h., 
then 30 m.p.h. and then 25 m.p.h. going from Stevin Drive to Cambridge Road, and that there are 
25 m.p.h. signs posted along the street. Comm. Corey stated that the existing signage does not 
coincide with the special speed regulation. Mr. Benevento stated that the speed limit needs more 
enforcement, and that a flashing speed sign even if temporary will raise awareness. Alderman 
Higgins stated that this has been an issue for some time, and that the Police Department placed 
the temporary flashing speed sign for data purposes and speed patrol. Motion made and 2nd to 
accept the communication from the Police Department, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, 
Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. Mr. Benevento stated that if the signs are to match the special speed 
regulations they should be posted at the appropriate locations, that any other sign would be 
illegal, and that a black and white sign with the prima facie speed limit of 30 m.p.h. cannot be 
posted. Comm. Peary stated that the correct speed limit signs need to be erected or the 
Commission can look into changing the speed limit to 25 m.p.h. Mr. Benevento stated that 
advisory speed signs can be erected at the corner, and that the signs are not enforceable but will 



advise people to slow down their speed. Comm. Campbell stated that the current speed limit 
signs should not be removed because of the issues with speeding, that she wants the opinion of 
the Traffic Safety Officer before acting, and that she would rather reduce the speed to 25 m.p.h. 
instead of raising the speed on the road to 30 m.p.h. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be 
tabled to the next meeting, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-26 
 
On the request for heavy commercial trucking restriction Grace Road, Maura Drive and Waltham 
Street. Alderman Higgins stated that this issue was reviewed before, and that they were waiting 
for the citywide truck traffic study to be completed. Motion made and 2nd to accept the 
communication dated September 17, 2019 from Constance Otradovec, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 
absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. Motion made and 2nd to accept the communication 
dated August 30, 2019 from Richard Benevento, WorldTech Engineering, LLC, 6 in favor, 0 
opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. Mr. Benevento stated that his office is a 
few weeks away from submitting a draft truck study report, that they have mapped the truck 
routes as required by MassDOT, that there are a total of sixteen authorized heavy commercial 
trucking restrictions, that there are approximately sixty signs on other streets indicating heavy 
commercial truck restrictions, that they conducted vehicle counts at ten locations with regular 
traffic flow, that the traffic count in North Woburn needs to be completed, that trucks are 
approximately 2% to 3% of traffic which is low, that truck restrictions generally are not allowed 
unless the truck traffic is 5% of the traffic or above, that some truck traffic issues are perceived, 
that the streets in this petition are residential streets, that trucks such as delivery trucks, moving 
vans and trash trucks cannot be prohibited from the streets, that they can differentiate pickup 
trucks, cars, vans and trucks in the traffic count, that they are working on preferred routes for 
trucks, that Main Street is difficult for trucks but they do so to get to Montvale Avenue and then 
to I-93, that there are locations with heavy trucking restrictions and a truck cannot proceed in any 
direction because of the posted restrictions, that State law has specific requirements for 
establishing truck traffic restrictions, that in order for the city to restrict trucks a permit has to be 
issued by MassDOT, that the city must provide traffic counts and an alternate route for the trucks 
to travel, and that if there is no MassDOT permit then the exclusions are unenforceable. Motion 
made and 2nd that the matter be received and placed on file, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent 
(Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. Comm. Corey moved for reconsideration of the vote to place 
the matter on file and Comm. Campbell 2nd the motion, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, 
Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. Alderman Higgins stated that she requests a copy of the heavy 
trucking report. Comm. Tedesco stated that Green Street is a legal truck restriction. David 
Fallon, 40 Green Street stated that Green Street is a legal truck restriction, that 53 foot vehicles 
travel from Fowle Street to Green Street, that no study has been done regarding Green Street to 
get no heavy trucking signs erected, and that sign no heavy trucking signs heading westerly are 
two telephone poles up the street. Comm. Campbell stated that she wants to hear from the 
consultant as to when the city can erect those signs. Mr. Benevento stated that once a truck 
exclusion is in place the city can erect signs where appropriate. Comm. Campbell stated that the 
city can look into erecting the no heavy trucking signs on Green Street. Comm. Corey stated that 
the preparation of the truck traffic study originated with the Planning Board and will be 



forwarded to the City Council. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be placed on file, 6 in favor, 
0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy.   

_________________________ 
 

2019-29 
 
On the request for crosswalk at school bus stops at Main Street and Church Street. Motion made 
and 2nd that the communication from the Superintendent of Public Works indicating this is an 
unsafe location for a crosswalk be made part of the record, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent 
(Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. Motion made and 2nd that the Order be denied, 6 in favor, 0 
opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-28 
 
On the request for status of citywide truck traffic study. Motion made and 2nd that a 
communication be sent to the City Council that once the truck traffic study is completed a copy 
will be sent to the City Council. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be received and placed on 
file, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy.  

_________________________ 
 

2019-16 
 
On the request for recommendation for placement of flashing speed indicator on Green Street at 
Holton Street. Motion made and 2nd that a communication be sent to the Superintendent of Public 
Works and the Police Department to determine the most appropriate location for the sign, 6 in 
favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 

2019-3 
 
On the communication from City Solicitor relative to appeal of parking restriction on Blueberry 
Hill Road. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be received and placed on file, 6 in favor, 0 
opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 vacancy. 

_________________________ 
 
Motion made and 2nd to adjourn, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 absent (Duran, Stokes absent), 1 
vacancy. Meeting adjourned at 5:34 p.m. 
 
 
A TRUE RECORD ATTEST:                    _____________________________________ 
                      William C. Campbell, City Clerk  
                                                                             and Clerk of Traffic Commission  


