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SECTION I:  PLAN SUMMARY 

 

This is an update of the 2004 City of Woburn Open Space and Recreation Plan.   

A. Goals for the Open Space and Recreation Plan 

The primary goal of this open space and recreation plan is to protect the natural resources of the City 
and to ensure that sufficient recreational opportunities are available to all of Woburn's citizens.  

The major goals of the open space and recreation plan are: 

• Provide active and passive recreational opportunities for all residents 

• Protect Woburn's natural resources 

• Acquire new open space lands 

• Consider regional connections in open space planning efforts 

• Protect cultural and historic resources 

• Manage existing recreation and conservation lands for maximum benefits 

 

B. Major Recommendations 

The two key recommendations of the plan are: 

• To undertake management actions that will ensure a more balanced use of conservation 
areas to avoid overcrowding and impacts on sensitive environmental areas. 

• To continue to upgrade existing parks to meet the recreational needs of all residents. 
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SECTION II:  INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of this open space and recreation plan is to protect the natural resources of the City of 
Woburn, and to ensure that sufficient recreational opportunities are available to all of Woburn's citizens.  
 
The protection of natural resources is critical to ensuring that sufficient water is available for the 
continued residential and economic growth of the community, and to providing an environment that 
balances development with natural areas.  The provision of recreational opportunities is critical to 
creating a community that is a desirable place to live and work.  Because there is limited land 
remaining and limited financial resources, this plan will ensure that wise, cost-effective decisions are 
made in the future. 
 
B. Environmental Justice and Equity 

Since 2002, EOEEA has been implementing an Environmental Justice Policy to help ensure that all 
Massachusetts residents experience equal protection and meaningful involvement with respect to the 
development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies and 
the equitable distribution of environmental benefits.  This policy was instituted recognizing that 
communities across the Commonwealth, particularly those densely populated urban neighborhoods in 
and around the state’s older industrial areas, are facing many environmental challenges associated 
with Massachusetts’ industrial legacy.  Residents in these predominantly low-income and minority 
communities – nearly 29% of the state population – lack open space and recreational resources and 
often live side-by-side numerous existing large and small sources of pollution and old abandoned, 
contaminated sites, which can pose risks to public health and the environment. 
Critical to advancing environmental justice (EJ) in the Commonwealth is the equitable distribution of 
environmental assets such as parks, open space, and recreation.  Toward this end, and where 
applicable, municipalities shall identify and prioritize open space sites in their Open Space and 
Recreation Plans that are socially, recreationally, and ecologically important to EJ populations within 
the community. 

The state considers a community to be an environmental justice community if it meets one or more of 
the following criteria: 25% of the households earn 65% or less of the statewide household median 
income; or 25% or more of the residents are minority; or 25% or more of the residents are foreign-
born; or 25% or more of the residents are lacking English language proficiency.  This is based on the 
2010 Census block data and is depicted in Figure 2: Environmental Justice Populations. Woburn meets 
the criteria for minority population.  There are five environmental justice block groups out of 28 in 
Woburn.  There are 8,689 people living in the environmental justice block groups which represent 
22.8% of the population of the City.  
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C. Planning Process and Public Participation 

In 2004, MAPC worked with the City of Woburn to develop an open space and recreation plan.  This 
plan was funded under Executive Order 418 by the Massachusetts Department of Housing and 
Community Development, the Massachusetts Department of Economic Development, Executive Office of 
Transportation and Construction, and the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs.  The plan was 
completed and covered the time period 2004- 2009.  Because the state requires that communities 
update their open space and recreation plans every seven years, the City decided to allocate funds to 
update the plan as part of an overall master planning process initiated in 2014.  The City again 
contracted with MAPC to update the plan.   
 
 
Public participation activities began with a meeting of the City’s Recreation Commission in August of 
2014.  Planning staff met with the Commission and its staff to review the existing plan and explain the 
importance and advantages of keeping one up to date.  A city-wide visioning forum was held at the 
Shamrock School on December 1, 2014.  A key purpose of the forum was to elicit public input on the 
open space plan. In addition, questions related to goals and objectives were included in a survey that 
was made available to City residents through a dedicated project page on the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council’s website.  A flyer advertising the December 1, 2014 community forum was 
distributed by e-mail, posted on the Woburn Public Library’s Facebook page and the Woburn 
Recreation Department’s Facebook page.  The flyer was also distributed to the Recreation 
Department’s e-mail list of approximately 2,000 individuals. 
 

 
Table 1 

Meetings 
 

Person/Organization Date 
Meeting between Planning Director Tina Cassidy, Recreation Director 
Rory Lindstrom and members of the Recreation Commission. 

August 6, 2014 

Site visits with Rory Lindstrom, Recreation Director and Neil Cronin, 
Planner 

October 28, 2014 

Tour of Woburn with City staff October 30, 2014 
Community forum December 1, 2014 
Meeting with Planning Director Tina Cassidy, Recreation Director Rory 
Lindstrom and Brett Gonsalves, Engineering Department 

December 9, 2014 

Presentation to the Woburn Planning Board December 16, 2014 
Meeting with City’s Handicapped and Disabled Persons Committee December 18, 2014 

 
 
 

Enhanced Outreach and Public Participation 
 
The public meeting for input on the plan was held on December 1, 2014.  The public forum was 
publicized with an article in the November 18, 2014 edition of the Woburn Daily Times Chronicle.  
Notice of the meeting was posted on the City’s and MAPC’s websites.  A flyer announcing the meeting 
was also emailed to all Woburn board and commission members and others.  The flyer was posted at 
the City’s Library, City Hall and Senior Center and distributed by volunteers at the City’s annual 
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Festival on the Common which was held on November 29th.  Appendix A includes more information 
about the outreach and public participation efforts. 
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SECTION III:  COMMUNITY SETTING 
 

A. Regional Context 

The City of Woburn is located in Middlesex County.  The City is bordered by six communities:  
Wilmington on the north, Reading and Stoneham on the east, Winchester on the south, Lexington on the 
southwest, and Burlington on the west.   Woburn is a suburban industrial city located along the upper 
Mystic River valley, approximately ten miles from Boston, sixteen miles from Lowell, and eleven miles 
from Waltham. 
 
1) Subregion - Woburn is a member of the North Suburban Planning Council (NSPC), one of eight 
MAPC subregions.  The North Suburban Planning Council is a group of nine communities (Burlington, 
Lynnfield, North Reading, Reading, Stoneham, Wakefield, Wilmington, Winchester and Woburn) that 
meet regularly to discuss issues of common interest. The North Suburban Planning Council is an 
excellent forum for discussing regional open space issues and opportunities.  The only community 
abutting Woburn that is not a member of NSPC is Lexington.  For more information on the North 
Suburban Planning Council, please go to www.mapc.org and visit the page for the subregions. 
 
2) MetroFuture – MetroFuture is the official regional plan for Greater Boston, adopted consistent with 
the requirements of MGL.  The plan includes goals and objectives as well as thirteen detailed 
implementation strategies for accomplishing these goals. The plan’s relevant goals include the 
protection of 139,000 acres of developable land identified as a high priority by the State Land 
Conservation Plan.  The plan also envisions at least 1,800 acres of new urban parks and community 
gardens.  The implementation strategies can be viewed by visiting the web site 
http://www.mapc.org/metrofuture and scrolling down to the PDF of the implementation strategies. 
 
3) Regional projects - There are two major regional projects: the Middlesex Canal and the Tri-
Community Bikeway/Greenway.   

Middlesex Canal - The Middlesex Canal was a 27 mile long waterway that connected Boston to the 
Merrimack River in Lowell.  The canal carried freight and passengers from 1803 to 1853 and played 
an important role in the development of the communities north of Boston.  The Middlesex Canal 
Commission has been active in preserving and restoring the canal.  The Commission has received 
federal funding to undertake a phased restoration of the canal.  The goal of the Commission is to 
restore the canal to provide for boating, walking, biking and other recreational opportunities along 
the canal towpath.   
 
Tri-Community Bikeway/Greenway - The Tri-Community Bikeway/Greenway is currently in the design 
stage.  The project will develop a 5.7 mile multi-use path connecting portions of Stoneham, Winchester, 
and Woburn. The path will begin at Recreation Park near the center of Stoneham and will follow an 
abandoned Boston and Maine Railroad right-of-way north past the Middle School and then southwest 
over Main Street to an existing underpass at I-93. It will continue west through Woburn under I-93 
following the railroad right-of-way and then southwest along Washington Street to Winchester. The 
path will follow the Aberjona River corridor southwest with a new crossing under the commuter rail line 
near the Muraco School.  It will continue south into Winchester Center passing within a short block of 
the commuter rail station.  The route will continue south paralleling the comuter rail line and connecting 
directly to the Wedgemere commuter rail station.  Another segment of the path is located along the 

http://www.mapc.org/
http://www.mapc.org/metrofuture/
http://www.mapc.org/metrofuture
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north and south shoreline of Horn Pond in Woburn.  The existing Horn Pond Brook bike path in 
Winchester will link the south end of this segment to the segment described above. 
 
 
B. History of the Community 

Woburn was founded by a group of Charlestown residents who decided to establish a new town.  
They chose Woburn because of the water supply afforded by Horn Pond, and because the 
surrounding hills provided protection. They settled in the area that is now the City Common.  Woburn 
was incorporated as a town in 1642 and as a city in 1889. 
 
The town was primarily agricultural during the colonial period.  The development of transportation 
facilities helped to establish Woburn as a manufacturing center. The Middlesex Canal was opened in 
1803 and the Boston and Lowell Railroad in 1835.  The first major industry was shoe and boot 
manufacturing.  During the King Philip's Wars, the town taxes were partially paid in shoes and shoe 
production in 1855 was valued at $285,000.  By the 1860's, the production of leather had become 
the primary industry.      
 
In 1865, the tanneries of Woburn shipped $1.7 million worth of leather and Woburn was at the head 
of the tanning industry in the country.  Immigrants from Ireland, Nova Scotia and Canada moved to 
Woburn to take the jobs in the tanneries and in 1884, 26 large tanneries employed 1500 men 
producing $4.5 million worth of leather.  By 1915 there was some diversification in the city's economy 
and residents were making ice cream, machine tools, mops and paper boxes, among other goods.  
Woburn developed as an early English town settlement and has a notable early burying ground.  
Suburban growth began in the mid-19th century and has continued. Like much of the region, Woburn's 
manufacturing industry underwent periodic stagnation in the 1900's, especially during the Great 
Depression, and again in the post World War II period.  In more recent years, Woburn has become 
less of an industrial center, and more of a residential area, with over half its working population being 
employed outside of the City.  
 

C. Population Characteristics 

1) Past and Present Population - The 2010 population of Woburn, as reported by the United States 
Census, was 38,120 persons.  Table III-1 shows historical population growth in Woburn from 1920 -
2010.  Population peaked in 2010 at 38,120 persons. As indicated in Table III-2, the minority 
population in Woburn is  relatively low.  Table III-3 shows the age distribution of the 2010 population.  
The median age of the 2010 population was 40.5 years old.     
 
Table III-4 shows the breakdown of the population by household composition. Of the 15,524 
households, 63.3% were family households and 36.7% were non-family households.  Of the family 
households, only 19.5% were traditional households with two parents and children under the age of 
18. Female headed households with children and no husband present represent 4.8 % of all family 
households.  The traditional households and female - headed households with children are the groups 
most likely to take advantage of city parks and recreational facilities.   
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Table 2 

Population Growth 

 

Year Population Year Population 

1920 16,574 1980 36,626 

1930 19,434 1990 35,943 

1940 19,751 1995 36,471 

1950 20,492 1998 35,390 

1960 31,214 2000 37,258 

1970 37,406 2010 38,120 

 

 

Table 3 

Race and Ethnicity –2010 

 Ethnic group Number of Persons % of 
Population 

One race 37,373 98.0 
   White 32,107 84.2 
    Black or African American 1,592 4.2 
    American Indian and Alaska Native 61 0.2 
Asian 2,775 7.3 
    Asian Indian 1,733 4.5 
    Chinese 396 1.0 
    Filipino 80 0.2 
    Japanese 35 0.1 
    Korean 130 0.3 
    Vietnamese 183 0.5 
    Other Asian 218 0.6 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 2 0.0 
Some other race 836 2.2 
Two or more races 747 2.0 
   
Race alone or in combination with one or more 

  
  

White 32,718 85.8 
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Table 3 

Race and Ethnicity –2010 

 Ethnic group Number of Persons % of 
Population 

Black or African American 1,831 4.8 
American Indian and Alaska Native 174 0.5 
Asian 2,988 7.8 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 22 0.1 
Some other race 1,172 3.1 
   
Hispanic or Latino and Race   
    Total population 38,120 100.0 
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 1,724 4.5 
  Mexican 172 05 
   Puerto Rican 611 1.6 
   Cuban 38 0.1 
   Other Hispanic or Latino 903 2.4 
Not Hispanic or Latino 36,396 95.5 
   White alone 31,130 81.7 
   
Source:  U.S. Census   

 

The state considers a community to be an environmental justice community if it meets one or more of 
the following criteria: 25% of the households earn 65% or less of the statewide household median 
income; or 25% or more of the residents are minority; or 25% or more of the residents are foreign-
born; or 25% or more of the residents are lacking English language proficiency.  This is based on the 
2010 Census block data and is depicted in Figure 2: Environmental Justice Populations. Woburn meets 
the criteria for minority population.  There are five environmental justice block groups out of 28 in 
Woburn.  There are 8,689 people living in the environmental justice block groups which represent 
22.8% of the population of the City. 
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Table 4 

Age Distribution - 2010 Population 

 Age Group Number Percentage 
0-4 2,263 5.9 
5-9 2,020 5.3 
10-14 2,022 5.3 
15-19 1,951 5.1 
20-24 2,122 5.6 
25-29 2,898 7.6 
30-34 2,891 7.6 
35-39 2,636 6.9 
40-44 2,768 7.3 
45-49 3,018 7.9 
50-54 2,963 7.8 
55-59 2,478 6.5 
60-64 2,024 5.3 
65-69 1,491 3.9 
70-74 1,265 3.3 
75-79 1,245 3.3 
80-85 1,070 2.8 
85+ 995 2.6 
Total 38,120 100 
Source:  U.S. Census   

 

 

 

 

Table 5 

Household Composition: 2010 

 

Household Type 

 

Number 

% of 
Households 

   

Total households 15,524 100% 
   
Family households 9,828 63.3 
  With own children under 18 years 4,009 25.8 



12 

 

Table 5 

Household Composition: 2010 

 

Household Type 

 

Number 

% of 
Households 

   Married couple family 7,376 47.5 
   With own children under 18 years 3,021 19.5 
Female householder, no husband present 1,751 11.3 
   With own children under 18 years 751 4.8 
Nonfamily households 5,696 36.7 
   Householder living alone 4,649 29.9 
   Householder 65 years and older 1,750 11.2 
   
Households with individuals under 18 years 4,356 28.1 
Households with individuals 65 years and over 4,382 28.2 
   
Source:  U.S. Census   

 
2) Population Density – Based on the 2010 population of 38,120 and a total land area of 12.9 
square miles, Woburn had an overall population density of 3,006 persons per square mile.  There are 
seven census tracts in Woburn with densities that range from 1,940 persons per square mile to 5,844 
persons per square mile.  Table 6 shows the population and density by census tract and Figure 3 
shows the census tract boundaries and related data. 
 

 

 

Table 6 

Population Density by Census Tract 

Census Tract # Size (Square 
 

2010 Population Persons per sq. 
 3331 2.8 7,399 2,642 

3332 1.5 5,364 3,576 
3333 0.80 4,063 5,078 
3334 1.9 6,229 3,278 

3335.01 1.9 5,001 2,632 
3335.02 0.56 3,273 5,844 

3336 3.5 6,791 1,940 
Source:  U.S. Census 
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3) Projected Population – The most recent population projections prepared by MAPC show a 
population increase by 2020 to 39,993 people.  This is an increase of 4.9% or 1,873 people.  Table 
9 shows the projected population by age group through 2020.  The projections show that the greatest 
percentage increase will be in the 65-69 year old age group (58.89%) or an increase of 878 people 
as well as increases in the population aged 60-64 and 70-74. The greatest percentage decrease will 
be in the 45-49 year old age group followed by 15-24.  These projections indicate a need to begin 
planning for an aging population. 
 

 

Table 7 
Population Projections by Age Group:  2010-2020 

 

Age Range 2010 2020 

% 
Change 
2010-
2020 

00-04 2,263 2,363 4.42 
05-09 2,020 2,016 -0.20 
10-14 2,022 2,117 4.7 
15-19 1,951 1,729 -11.38 
20-24 2,122 1,886 -11.12 
25-29 2,898 2,864 -1.17 
30-34 2,891 3,251 12.45 
35-39 2,636 2,732 3.64 
40-44 2,768 2,586 -6.58 
45-49 3,018 2,481 -17.79 
50-54 2,963 2,628 -11.31 
55-59 2,478 2,918 17.76 
60-64 2,024 2,889 42.74 
65-69 1,491 2,369 58.89 
70-74 1,265 1,786 41.19 
75-79 1,245 1,177 -5.46 
80-85 1,070 872 -18.50 
85+ 995 1,329 33.57 
     
 Total 38,120  39,993 4.91 
Source:  MAPC Data Center.  Note:  These projections 
reflect the Metro Future scenario “A Stronger 
Region”.   

 

 



14 

 

4) Recreational Needs by Age Groups – Under the age of 5, most recreation is done with parental 
supervision.  This recreation tends to be done close to home due to the difficulties of traveling with 
children.   This age group also needs structured preschool programs that focus on teaching basic skills.  
For older children, adults seek places to take their children for walks.  Adults with older children also 
seek out programs for their children alone and activities that provide family recreational opportunities. 
 
Adolescents are a difficult age group to serve because they do not like to participate in traditional 
programs that are structured or involve adult supervision.  They prefer programs where they are more 
actively involved in determining the activities.  Programs that work well for adolescents include rock 
climbing, adventure programs, skateboarding, hiking, band concerts, cook outs, dances and sports.  
 
The needs of elderly residents are divided between the younger, more active senior citizens and the 
frail elderly.  The frail elderly generally require therapeutic recreational services.  More active seniors 
tend to enjoy walking, golf, tennis and swimming. 
 
The needs of residents with disabilities also vary.  Some residents with disabilities can participate in 
regular recreational programs without any modifications while others may need some assistance.  
Depending on the degree of disability, there may also be a need for specific programs geared for 
that population.  Physical barriers are a key factor and will need to be evaluated through the Section 
504 process and eliminated in a systematic fashion.  Programmatic changes may also be necessary, 
including training staff on how to work with disabled residents. 
 
5)  Personal Income – The per capita income in 1999 was $26,207.  In 2010 this had risen to 
$34,039.  Median household income in 2000 was $54,897 and in 2010 it was $72,434.    
According to the U.S. Census (American Community Survey 2008-2012), 6.7 % of the population was 
living below the poverty level. 

6) Employment – The 2010 Census indicated that the employed civilian labor force consisted of 
20,595 persons 16 years or older.  Table 8 shows the most recent information (September 2014) from 
the Massachusetts Department of Employment and Training on employment of residents.  The 2014 
unemployment rate for Woburn was 5.5 % while the statewide unemployment rate was 6.2%. 

 

 

Table 8 

Employment of Residents – Sept. 2014 

  

Labor force 22,331 
Employed 21,106 
Unemployed 1,225 
Unemployment Rate 5.5% 
  
Source:  Mass. Department of Employment and Training 
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Table 9 shows the largest employers located in the City of Woburn. 

Table 9 

Largest Employers 

Company Number of Employees 
  
Marshalls Distribution Center 1,000-4,999 
New England Cleaning Corporation 500-999 
New England Rehab Hospital 500-999 
Parker Chomerics 500-999 
Aberjona Valley Distributors 250-499 
Atlantic Boston Construction 250-499 
Cummings Properties LLC 250-499 
Dolben Company Inc. 250-499 
Peterson Chair Party Center Inc. 250-499 
Sanmina-Sci. Corporation 250-499 
Skyworks Solutions Inc. 250-499 
Target 250-499 
  
Source:  Executive Office of Labor & Workforce Development 

  
Table 10 shows the industry groups in which Woburn residents are employed.  The greatest number and 
percentage of residents is employed in education, health and social services (23.91%) and the next 
highest group (15.66%) is employed in professional, scientific, management, administrative and waste 
management services. 
 

 

Table 10 

Employment by Industry for the Civilian Employed Population 16 Years and Over 

 Industry Group Number of 

 

Percentage 
Civilian Employed Population 16 Years and Over 20,595  
   
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting, and mining 16 0.08 
Construction 1,343 6.52 
Manufacturing 1,888 9.17 
Wholesale trade 594 2.88 
Retail trade 2,432 11.81 
Transportation, warehousing and utilities 960 4.66 
Information 456 2.21 
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Table 10 

Employment by Industry for the Civilian Employed Population 16 Years and Over 

 Industry Group Number of 

 

Percentage 
Finance, insurance and real estate 1,520 7.38 
Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and 

   
3,226 15.66 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 4,925 23.91 
Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food 

 
1,115 5.41 

Other services, except public administration 1,269 6.16 
Public administration 851 4.13 
   
Source:  American  Community Survey 2008-2012  100% 
   

  

D. Growth and Development Patterns 

 

1)  Patterns and trends – The predominant land use in Woburn is residential. The next largest 
category is forest, and the third is industrial.  Table 11 shows land use acreage and percentage for 
2005, the most recent year for which information is available.  Woburn is approaching buildout and 
has recently seen development on some of the remaining farms in the city. 
 
The pace of residential development has slowed since 2010 from a high of 78 building permits for 
single family homes to a low of 36 in 2014.   This reflects the built-out nature of the City and 
increasing scarcity of buildable lots. 
 

2) Infrastructure 

Transportation – Woburn has excellent access through two major highways:  I-93 and Route 128 (I-95).  
The interchange of these two major highways lies just east of Woburn in the Town of Reading.  The major 
local roads providing north-south access are Main Street (Route 38), Cambridge Street (Route 3), and 
Washington Street.  The major east-west routes are Lexington Street, Montvale Avenue and Salem 
Street. 
 
Traffic congestion is a serious problem in Woburn.  There is one location in Woburn (Montvale Avenue 
and Albany Street) that is on the Massachusetts Highway Department’s list of top 200 intersection 
crash locations for 2010-2012. 
 
Commuter rail service to North Station in Boston is currently available at the Anderson Regional 
Transportation Center.  This center includes a new commuter rail station, highway interchange and Park 
and Ride facility.  The City has a second commuter rail station at Mishawum which is now on a reduced 
schedule designed to provide reverse commute service from Boston to local businesses.   
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Water Supply 
 
The City of Woburn has operated a public water system beginning in 1871 when the State passed 
enabling legislation for the construction of a water pumping station, a reservoir and a distribution 
system. 
 
The City obtains its water supply from the Horn Pond Well Field and the Massachusetts Water 
Resources Authority (MWRA, which is the successor organization to MDC). Improvements to the well 
field included the replacement of the original Well D in 2005 with Well D2, situated approximately 
50 feet to the north. Well D2 is the newest of the Horn Pond well houses and like the other four active 
Horn Pond Wells, it has a variable frequency drive and ground water observation wells with depth 
transducers. The SCADA (Scheduled Control and Data Acquisition) system, located at the Groundwater 
Treatment Facility, monitors the ground water level in the wells and automatically decreases the speed 
of the pump motor if the ground water elevation approaches the top of the well screens, thus 
protecting the wells from over drafting. All of the wells are equipped with this feature and the well 
production is adjusted on a continuous basis to meet daily demands. The Horn Pond Well Field is 
capable of producing up to 4 MGD. The balance of the city’s 6.5 MGD average daily demand is 
obtained from the MWRA through meters 200 and 230. In 2012, Meter 230 and its underground 
vault were replaced with a new pressure reducing valve and an above ground building. The MWRA is 
in the process of constructing a redundant water supply line through Stoneham and Reading which will 
connect at Meter 230 and increase the reliability of the MWRA supply. These two supply sources are 
expected to serve the needs of the community well into the future. 
 
Water Treatment 
 
In 2002, the City constructed the Horn Pond Corrosion Control Facility to meet the mandated lead and 
copper rule. The facility provided for the adjustment of pH using Sodium Hydroxide and the addition 
of poly-ortho phosphate to sequester iron and manganese found within the groundwater supply. The 
sequestering agent also coats unlined cast iron pipes to inhibit sloughing of the biofilm. The facility 
provides for disinfection using sodium hypochlorite and fluoridation using hydroflourosilcic acid. All of 
the chemical feed dosages and well pump rates are monitored by a SCADA system (scheduled control 
and data acquisition), located in the Central Control Room, to ensure that the proper chemical 
concentrations are maintained on a continuous basis. The SCADA system also monitors the system 
pressure, flow rate and water elevation at the two MWRA pressure reducing valves; six booster pump 
stations; five municipal wells and three storage tanks within the system. The facility includes an 
administrative area, laboratory, locker rooms, electrical and mechanical rooms along with the chemical 
rooms.  
 
In 2012, the treatment facility was expanded to include pressure filtration to remove iron and 
manganese, which had been increasing and was the source of periodic discolored water. The filters 
and media are rated for 4 MGD. The expansion included the addition of ultraviolet disinfection as a 
precaution against cryptosporidium and giardia from the influence of Horn Pond on the groundwater 
supply. As part of the project, a 10,000 square foot water distribution building was constructed to 
house the water department personnel, equipment and materials. The water distribution building 
contains offices, water meter storage room, materials storage room, locker rooms and lunch area for 
the workers.              
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The architecture of both the water treatment facility and the distribution building mirror elements of 
the 1871 pump station in the entrance arches, brick corbelling, granite window sills and slate roofs, 
such that the water complex as a whole is historically consistent in its appearance. 
 
Water Distribution System 
 
There are over 190 miles of water mains, ranging in size from 6 inch to 24 inch that distribute water 
throughout the City. There are approximately 80 miles of unlined cast iron pipe main installed 
between 1912 and 1928, with approximately 30 miles of cement lined transite pipe installed 
throughout the late 1960’s and early 1970’s. The remaining 80 miles of main consists of cement lined 
ductile iron pipe. 
 
Since 2000, the City has cleaned and lined approximately 22 miles of old cast iron main and 
replaced another 8 miles of cast iron main with larger ductile iron main. The City appropriated 
another $6 million in 2014 to continue its annual capital program of cleaning and lining or replacing 
unlined cast iron water mains from the early 1900’s. In conjunction with the cleaning and lining effort, 
the City has replaced over 400 hydrants and 950 gate valves. The cleaning and lining effort has 
reduced water quality issues associated with discolored water as well as reducing unaccounted for 
water associated with the lead and oakum joints of the older cast iron mains. 
 
There are four major service areas within the distributions system. The low service area is maintained 
by the Rag Rock Storage Tank and the supply sources. The West side high service area is supplied by 
the Shaker Glenn Booster Pump Station and storage is provided in the Whispering Hill Tank. There are 
two pumps to demand service areas that include Blueberry Hill and Montvale Ave. The Shaker Glenn 
Pump Station, constructed in 1950 is scheduled for replacement in the spring of 2015 with the 
construction of a new 2 MGD Pump Station. 
 
Water Storage Facilities 
 
The existing Rag Rock water storage tank was replaced in 2012 with a new 3.9 MG pre-stressed 
concrete tank. The tank includes a circulation system on the influent riser that allows better mixing of 
water within the tank and available chlorine remains fairly constant. With the commissioning of the new 
concrete tank, the old steel tank was demolished in 2012 and the site restored as open space under 
the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission. The Rag Rock Storage Tank maintains the pressure in 
the Low Service Area.  
 
The Whispering Hill tank is a pre-stressed concrete storage facility constructed in 1970 with a 
capacity of 4.0 MG that serves the West Side High Service Area. The Whispering Hill tank is 
expected to remain in service for the foreseeable future. 
In addition to structured storage facilities within the community, the city has the capability to obtain up 
to an additional 17 MGD from the MWRA through its two meter connections and there are three 
hardened emergency connections to neighboring communities should the need ever arise. 
 
Sewer – Woburn is 95 percent served by the MWRA sewer system.  The MWRA’s Woburn interceptor 
passes along portions of Water Street, Sturgis Street and Arlington Road adjacent to the north and east 
sides of Horn Pond.  There are no NPDES discharges in Woburn. 
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Table 11 

Land Use 2005 

Land Use Acres Percentage 
   

Crop land 62.86 0.78 
Pasture  4.42 0.05 
Forest 1,660.21 20.47 
Wetlands 281.94 3.48 
Mining 11.79 0.15 
Open land 187.13 2.31 
Participation recreation 97.7 1.20 
Water based recreation 2.68 0.03 
Multi-family residential 518.16 6.39 
High density residential 2,466.47 30.41 
Low density residential 94.94 1.17 
Very low density residential 2.56 0.03 
Commercial 593.73 7.32 
Industrial 914.99 11.28 
Urban open 21.11 0.26 
Transportation 289.95 3.58 
Water 181.46 2.24 
Powerline 157.32 1.94 
Golf course 51.99 0.64 
Marina 6.06 0.07 
Urban public 159.13 1.96 
Cemetery 74.22 0.92 
Nursery 44.65 0.55 
Forested wetland 215.49 2.66 
Junkyards 6.47 0.08 
Brushland 2.47 0.03 
Total area 8,109.90 100% 
   
Source:  University of Massachusetts, Amherst Remote 
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Table 12 

Building Permits for New Residential Construction 

 

Year Single Family Multi-family 

2010 78 

 

4 
2011 39 3 
2012 37 6 
2013 21 7 
2014 36* 5 
   
Source:  Woburn Dept. of Inspectional Services * 
Through November 2014. 

   

The City of Woburn began collecting sewage from households and commercial entities in 1879. Today 
there are over 170 miles of sewer collection facilities and interceptor lines that discharge to the 
MWRA system. There are over 13,500 residential and commercial units connected to the sewer system 
with approximately 400 septic systems still in service, such that 97% of the City is currently connected 
to sewerage. 
 
Over the last 10 years, the City has undertaken an aggressive program to eliminate extraneous 
infiltration and inflow sources from the system This tactic has reduced the average daily sewage flow 
from 11.5 MGD in 2006 to 8.2 MGD in 2013. This reduction in flow has occurred primarily in the 
West Woburn system tributary to Horn Pond. This reduction in average day sewage flow has had a 
beneficial impact on the sewer system overflow that occurs from the Horn Pond Interceptor off of 
Sturgis Street. The frequency and duration of the overflow is far less than occurred before the system 
improvements were completed. Previously, a two year rainstorm would trigger an overflow and 
currently the system can confine up to a ten year storm. 
 
The City has undertaken a seven year program to reduce infiltration and inflow in the East Woburn 
system with similar results expected. There are no sewer system overflows in the East Side tributary 
area; however reductions in infiltration and inflow reduce the impacts of the MWRA sewer assessments 
on the City budget. 
 
 
3) Long-term development patterns – There are sixteen zoning districts in Woburn including four 
residential districts and eight commercial districts.  Figure 4 shows the zoning district boundaries. 
 
In addition to the 16 districts listed there are nine overlay districts:   
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• Floodway 

• Flood Plain 

• Groundwater Protection District 

• The Woburn Loop Bikeway/Greenway Overlay District 

• The Mishawum Station Transit Oriented Development Overlay District 

• The Intergenerational Overlay District 

• The Commerce Way Corridor Overlay District, 

• The Upper Main Street Overlay District 

• The Solar Overlay District 

 

The Floodway and Floodplain Districts allow, by special permit, recreational uses and ancillary 
structures.  The Groundwater Protection District was enacted in November 1995.  The primary purpose 
is to protect the water supply and to conserve the natural resources of the City.  Among the permitted 
uses are the following: 

 
• Conservation of soil, water, plants and wildlife; 

• Outdoor recreation, nature study, boating, fishing, and hunting where otherwise legally 
permitted; 

• Foot, bicycle and/or horse paths and bridges. 

 

The Woburn Loop Bikeway/Greenway Overlay District is intended to promote redevelopment of 
underutilized, abandoned or obsolete industrial and commercial sites to residential use.  The Mishawum 
Station Transit Oriented Development Overlay District is designed to encourage development and 
redevelopment near the Mishawum commuter rail station.  The purpose of the Intergenerational 
Overlay District is to provide diverse housing options and minimize impacts on public schools. The 
Commerce Way Corridor Overlay District is intended to is intended to encourage reuse of obsolete 
and underutilized industrial and commercial space for mixed office, retail and multi-family uses.  The 
Upper Main Street Overlay District was developed to encourage residential reuse on portions of 
Woburn’s Main Street.  Finally, the Solar Overlay District was enacted to promote large-scale, 
ground-mounted solar installations across the City. 
 

The City also has a cluster development provision.  One of the purposes of the cluster provision is the 
permanent protection of open space which is of use and value to the city and which would not 
otherwise be protected under regular zoning.  Another purpose of the cluster provision is to protect 
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natural features through creative site planning.  Cluster development requires a special permit.  The 
application for a special permit must include information on the proposed use of the open space, an 
evaluation of its value to the City with respect to natural resource preservation and accessibility.  The 
zoning includes provisions for the layout of the open space and for its permanent protection. 
 
 

Table 13 
Zoning Districts 

 District Zone Minimum Lot Size (sf) 
Single family residential R-1 12,000 – 15,000 
Single and two family residential R-2 12,000 
Townhouse and garden apartment R-3 12,000 
Apartment and other residential R-4 12,000 
Neighborhood business B-N 12,000 
Highway business B-H 12,000 
Downtown business B-D No minimum 
Interstate business B-I 12,000 
Industrial general I-G 10,000 
Industrial park I-P 40,000 
Industrial Park Two IP-2 40,000 
Mixed use S-1 12,000 
Mixed Use II S-2 12,000 – 40,000 
Office Park O-P 40,000 
Office Park Overlay OP-93 40,000 
Open Space O-S 12,000 
   
Source: Woburn Planning Department  

  

4) Buildout – In 2000, the Metropolitan Area Planning Council, under contract to the Executive Office 
of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) prepared a buildout analysis for every community in the Boston 
region.  A buildout analysis is a tool to help communities understand the potential impacts of future 
growth that might occur given the amount of developable land remaining and how that land is zoned. 
 
Table 14 summarizes the results of that buildout analysis.  The analysis started with available land in 
each zoning district and makes projections of additional housing units as well as commercial/industrial 
space according to each district’s minimum lot size and other regulations.  The projections only account 
for as of right development and do not include development by special or comprehensive permit that 
may increase the amount of development.  These buildout projections are provided as a point of 
reference in discussing potential buildout but they are 14 years old and much development has 
occurred since the buildout was run.  As part of the Woburn Plan for Progress initiative which is currently 
underway, buildout will be run for selected parcels of interest to the city. 
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Table 14 

Summary of Buildout Analysis 

 

Additional residents 2,837 
Additional school children 357 
Additional residential units 1,100 
Additional developable land area (sf) 48,619,405 
Additional developable land area (acres 1,116 
Additional commercial/industrial buildable floor area (sf) 4,516,570 
Additional water demand at buildout 551,497 
   Residential 212,754 
   Commercial and industrial 338,743 
  
Source:  MAPC  

 

  

Table 15 
Development Projects 

Name of Development Location Type (SF or Units) Status 
Woburn Foreign Motors Washington 

Street 
Office/auto showroom 150,000 In permitting 

process 
Woburn Landing Washington 

Street 
Hotels and two 

restaurants 
177,000 In permitting 

process 
31 Olympia Avenue Olympia 

Avenue 
Office/showroom 132,000 In permitting 

process 
5 Draper Street Draper 

Street 
Brewery 47,000 Under 

construction 
Dave & Busters Mishawum 

Avenue 
Restaurant/entertainment 43,000 Under 

construction 
Russo Estates  Single-family residential 6 Approved 

Fremont Street Extension Fremont 
Street 

Single-family residential 1 Under 
construction 

89 Wyman Street Wyman 
Street 

Single-family residential 4 Approved 

22 Winter Street Winter 
Street 

Single-family residential 4 Under 
construction 

Carlson Way Carlson 
Way 

Single-family residential 23 Under 
construction 
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Table 15 
Development Projects 

Name of Development Location Type (SF or Units) Status 
30 Wyman Street Wyman 

Street 
Single-family residential 33 Approved 

Winning Farm  Townhouse condos 147 Approved 

320 Salem Street Salem 
Street 

Senior extended care 250 rooms Approved 

0 Inwood Street Inwood 
Street 

Condominiums 44 Approved 

1071 Main Street Main Street Apartments 51 Approved 

The Armory Main Street Condominiums 18 Approved 

Source:  Woburn Planning Department  
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SECTION IV:  ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS 

A. Geology, Soils and Topography 

1) Topography – Woburn covers an area of 12.6 square miles.  Elevations range from 43 feet above 
sea level at Horn Pond to nearly 340 feet at the top of Zion Hill in west Woburn.  Woburn is hilly in 
the south and west, while the north and east are relatively open and flat. 
 
2) Soils – Topography and parent rock material, along with climate and vegetation are the major 
factors which influence the formation of regional soils.  The humid climate of Massachusetts and the 
characteristic mixed hardwood and coniferous forests have contributed to the production of northern 
gray soils classified as spodsols.  These are typically acid soils with a strongly developed leached 
zone, underlain by a spodic horizon of accumulated iron and/or organic material.  Till soils are the 
most abundant, followed by outwash soils, then rough-stony soils.  With the exception of limestone-
modified soils and soils formed on alluvial and lacustrine deposits, Massachusetts soils have only low to 
moderate fertility. 
 
Woburn has two general categories of soils: rough-stony soils and till soils.  Rough-stony soils are 
found predominantly in woodlands and have little or no agricultural value.  Till soils are the most 
abundant and their compositions are similar to the underlying bedrock.  The soil types of Woburn are 
more specifically described below and are shown on Figure 5. Hollis-Millis Association:  These fine 
sandy loams, often very stony.  They develop in thin deposits over the granitic bedrock and occupy 
approximately 35% of the City of Woburn.  Bedrock near the surface, ledge outcrops and surface 
stones severely limit any kind of development if on-site sewage disposal systems must be used. 
 

1. Hinckley-Gravel Pits – Made Land Association:  These are droughty, sandy gravely soils that 
occur mostly in the eastern half of the City.  They have developed in deeper deposits than 
those of the Hollis soils and provide large supplies of ground water for community or industrial 
use. 

2. Hinckley-Merrimac-Deerfield Association:  These are moderately to well-drained sandy and 
gravely soils that occupy 15% of the City.  The Deerfield soils are heavily used for agricultural 
purposes.  These soils are adequately drained when not near a high water table and are quite 
productive when dewatered. 

3. Canton-Hollis Association:  These are very stony, well drained soils.  They occur on a series of 
low hills and narrow intervals in the southwestern half of the City.  They have severe limitations 
for any kind of development but are suitable for some recreational uses and as woodland. 

4. Muck-Fresh Water Marsh-Scarboro Association:  These are poorly drained organic and mineral 
soils.  They are best suited for wetland wildlife and recreation.  High water tables and low 
load-bearing capacity severely limit any other use of these soils. 

 
A large amount of soil has been brought in from other areas and used in commercial development.  
This soil is unclassified by the Soil Conservation Service.  Wet, swampy soils occupy lowland areas and 
are most predominant in the northern and eastern areas of Woburn, such as the Aberjona River flood 
plain. 
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B. Landscape Character 

Woburn is a densely developed suburb with a large employment base due to its excellent highway 
access.  The southwestern portion of the city is less developed and there are still views of fields and 
undeveloped spaces interspersed with residential development.  The high points in the city such as the 
Rag Rock conservation area afford sweeping views of a variety of landscapes including the Boston 
skyline.  The impact of additional development will be felt most strongly in the southwestern portion of 
the city as the demand for residential development continues. 
 
C. Water Resources 

Seven brooks flow through Woburn:  Sucker Brook, Shaker Glen Brook, Fowl Brook, Little Brook, 
Cummings Brook, Halls Brook and, Horn Pond Brook.  The Aberjona River also flows through the City.  
There are several named ponds (Horn, Whittemore, Burbank, Philips, Baltic) and several smaller, 
unnamed ponds.  There is also a remnant of the Middlesex Canal that still has water in it. 
 
1. Horn Pond – Horn Pond, located in Woburn, drains an area of about seven square miles, primarily 
in Woburn and Burlington.  Horn Pond is a heavily used recreational resource.  There is an intensively-
used walking path around the pond, and it is a very popular fishing spot. Horn Pond Hill also hosts 
threatened species.  The pond is also important to the water supply.  It lays within the Zone II of 
Woburn’s water supply wells, and there is believed to be some induced infiltration from the pond into 
the wells.  It is unusual for such an urbanized community to supply the majority of its water through 
local sources and strong measures are needed to ensure that these wells are protected. 
 
Local officials and others note severe algae problems in the pond and poor water quality in at least 
some of the five tributaries that flow into Horn Pond, particularly Town Meadow Brook.  There is one 
large storm water outfall that discharges directly into the pond and which drains much of the city 
center.  The Mystic River Watershed Association has indicated that phosphates and nitrates are 
excessive in Horn Pond which leads to algae blooms and cyanobacteria.  The Woburn DPW installed 
a small bubble diffuser system along the southerly edge of the pond to reduce biochemical oxygen 
demand and increase dissolved oxygen within the pond.  Data to date indicates that the pond system 
has reduced the nutrient load and expansion of the aeration system is planned. 
 
The City, through the MS4 program, has mapped approximately 98% of the municipal drains and has 
performed dry weather testing in an effort to identify illicit connections to the drainage system.  There 
are 10 tributary areas that have been identified for more detailed testing and investigation for the 
removal of illicit connections.  The Woburn DPW is currently working with a consultant to address the 
new requirements associated with the next MS4 permit which will be issued in 2015.  
 
2. Water Quality in the Aberjona River – The Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards define 
six water use classes for surface waters.  Each class designates multiple water uses for which the water 
quality shall be suitable.  The Aberjona River is Class B which has the following uses: fish consumption, 
aquatic life, primary contact recreation, secondary contact recreation, aesthetics, non-degradation, 
agricultural supply, industrial supply and treated public supply.  Surface waters are monitored to 
determine if the water is meeting the standards.  According to the 1992 Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Summary of Water Quality the Aberjona River was classified as “Non-support” 
meaning that one or more of the uses was not supported.  The causes of the water quality problem 



27 

 

were found to be unionized ammonia, organic enrichment/dissolved oxygen and pathogens.  The 
sources of these pollutants were municipal point sources, urban runoff and storm sewers. 
 
3. Flooding – Flood hazards as identified in the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps 1980 (FIRM) as well as the revised 2005 Draft Flood Study divides the 
areas into zones, these zones, (A, B, and C) determine the potential impact to flooding whereas zones 
A and B are most likely to have flooding issues in a major rain event and Zone C is an area that is 
least likely to have flooding. 
 
The primary water body in the city is Horn Pond.  It has a controlled outlet structure which discharges 
into the Aberjona River and then flows directly into the Town of Winchester. 
 
In severe storm events water will over top the emergency spillway increasing flow downstream.  
Water also overtops the roadway causing flooding of nearby houses and apartment complexes and 
closes off the local roadway into Winchester.  In the event of a dam failure, there would be 
catastrophic flooding of downstream areas. 
 
Another area of concern is the Halls Brook Holding area located in the northeast section of the city on 
Commerce Way.  This area is prone to flooding in severe conditions, resulting in closing down the north 
and south bound lanes and the Commerce Way interchange from Interstate 93. 
 
Localized flooding occurs throughout the city resulting in flooding of local streets and properties and 
road closures.  Improvements have been made to help alleviate areas of flooding; these mitigation 
measures include stream maintenance, resized culverts and drainage lines.  These areas include the 
Staples building on Washington Street, the Richard Circle neighborhood, and Four Corners 
(Cambridge Road and Russell Street). 
 
Woburn has contracted with the Metropolitan Area Planning Council to undertake an update of its 
Hazard Mitigation Plan in 2015.  Flooding will be addressed in more detail in that plan. 
 

D. Vegetation 

Woburn lies within the Northern Hardwood/Eastern Oak-Hickory forest region.  The upland forests in 
this region consist mainly of Oaks, Hickories, Basswood, Maples, Elms, Poplars and Walnuts.  There is 
also a well-developed understory often composed of Dogwoods, Witch Hazel, Blueberries, 
Huckleberries, Mountain Laurel and Hackberry.  The herbaceous layer is characterized by a variety of 
ferns, grasses and wildflowers. 
 
The wetland forests and woodland swamps of Woburn are dominated by Red Maple and Ashes.  In 
deciduous woodlands such as those along the northern part of Shaker Glen, the Atlantic White Cedar, 
Larch and Hemlock can be found.  The dominant understory trees and shrubs are Black Chokeberry, 
Sweet Pepperbush, Dogwoods, Black Alder, Maleberry, Swamp Azalea, Blueberry and Arrowood. 
 
Invasive species – Many invasive plant species are commonly found throughout Woburn.  These include 
purple loosestrife, honeysuckle, phragmites, Oriental bittersweet, barberry, buckthorn, Japanese 
knotweed and Norway maple.  Where found, these species can crowd out native plants to the extent 
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they either negatively affect localized ecosystems or interfere with use of trails and some open 
spaces. 
 
The City has undertaken several initiatives to deal with the issue of invasive species.  The City has hired 
crews to clear specific environmentally-sensitive areas of invasive plants by hand to address a 
particularly problematic area.  On an on-going basis, citizen volunteers conduct hand-clearing of 
invasive plants during the City’s annual Conservation Day activities and occasionally on other days 
throughout the year.  To date most of these volunteer efforts have been focused on the Horn Pond 
recreational facility, but other parcels have also been the subject of targeted clearing efforts. 
 
 
D. Fisheries and Wildlife 

 
BioMap 2 – The Massachusetts Department of Fish & Game, through the Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife’s Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP), and the Nature Conservancy’s 
Massachusetts Program developed BioMap 2 to protect the state’s biodiversity in the context of 
climate change.  Protection and stewardship of BioMap 2 Core Habitat and Critical Natural 
Landscape is considered critical to safeguard the diversity of species.  The BioMap 2 report for 
Woburn can be found at http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/land-
protection-and-management/biomap2/biomap2-town-reports.html 
 
According to this report there are 358 acres of Core Habitat in Woburn but only 230 acres or 64.2% 
of that area is protected.  There is also 25 acres of Critical Natural Landscape of which 24 acres is 
protected.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
The following is a list of rare plant and animal species and their status.  This information is taken from 
the Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species program.  More information can be 
found at: http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-and-
conservation/town-species-viewer.html. 
 
 
The date of the most recent observation must be put into context.  Many rare species are difficult to 
detect even though they are present and Natural Heritage does not conduct methodical species 
surveys in each town on a consistent basis.  Therefore, the fact that the most recent observation of a 
species may be several years old should not lead to the interpretation that the species is still present in 
that area.  
 
 

Table 16 
Endangered Species in Woburn 

Taxonomic 
Group Common Name Status 

Most Recent 
Observation 

    
Vascular Plant Hairy Agrimony Threatened 1986 

Mussel 
Brook Floater (Swollen 
Wedgemussel) Endangered Historic 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/land-protection-and-management/biomap2/biomap2-town-reports.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/land-protection-and-management/biomap2/biomap2-town-reports.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-and-conservation/town-species-viewer.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-and-conservation/town-species-viewer.html
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Table 16 
Endangered Species in Woburn 

Taxonomic 
Group Common Name Status 

Most Recent 
Observation 

Vascular Plant Purple Milkweed Endangered 1888 
Vascular Plant Linear-leaved Milkweed Threatened 2013 
Vascular Plant Green Rock-cress Threatened 2009 
Butterfly/Moth Frosted Elfin Special Concern 2013 
Beetle Eastern Red-bellied Tiger Beetle Threatened 2007 
Vascular Plant Engelmann's Umbrella-sedge Threatened 2007 
Vascular Plant Large-bracted Tick-trefoil Threatened 2013 
Vascular Plant Cornel-leaved Aster Endangered 2013 
Vascular Plant Slender Cottongrass Threatened 1913 
Bird Peregrine Falcon Endangered 2013 
Vascular Plant Northern Bedstraw Endangered 1906 
Bird Common Moorhen Special Concern Historic 
Vascular Plant Long-leaved Bluet Endangered 2013 
Vascular Plant New England Blazing Star Special Concern 2001 
Mussel Eastern Pondmussel Special Concern Historic 
Vascular Plant Lion's Foot Endangered 2013 
Vascular Plant Philadelphia Panic-grass Special Concern 2009 
Vascular Plant Pale Green Orchis Threatened 1871 
Butterfly/Moth Orange Sallow Moth Special Concern 2013 
Vascular Plant Tiny-flowered Buttercup Endangered 1982 
Vascular Plant Estuary Arrowhead Endangered 1863 
Butterfly/Moth Oak Hairstreak Special Concern 2001 

 

 

E. Scenic Resources and Unique Environments 

 

Although Woburn is a densely developed community it has a good number of both historic and natural 
features that preserve its history and landscape.  It includes scenic vistas of the Boston skyline as well 
as historic structures and monuments.  These scenic resources are shown on Figure 5.  
 
1) Scenic landscapes – Woburn does not have any landscapes designated as scenic according to the 

Massachusetts Landscape Inventory:  A Survey of the Commonwealth’s Scenic Areas, 1982.  There 
are excellent views of downtown Woburn and the surrounding communities from high points such as 
Rag Rock.   
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2)  Cultural, archeological and historic areas 

The First Burial Ground – The First Burial Ground is located on Park Street.  It was used as the town 
burial yard from 1642 until 1794.  The earliest stone is dated 1690.  Daniel Thompson and Asahel 
Porter, casualties of the Battles of Lexington and Concord, are interred here.  Porter was the first to 
fall in the American Revolution.  The Baldwin family tomb, marked by a granite obelisk, contains the 
remains of Colonel Loammi Baldwin and numerous descendants. 
 
The Second Burial Ground – The Second Burial Ground, located on Montvale Avenue, dates from 
1704 to 1845.  Fifty-one Revolutionary War veterans are buried here.  Many important early 
Woburn citizens including Samuel Thompson, Sylvannus Plympton and others, are buried here. 
 
Baldwin Mansion – The Baldwin Mansion, located at 2 Alfred Street, is on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  It was built in 1661 by Deacon Henry Baldwin and altered to its present appearance 
by his great grandson, Colonel Loammi Baldwin, in 1803.  Colonel Baldwin was the builder of the 
Middlesex Canal, the father of the noted Baldwin apple, and a Revolutionary War patriot and 
soldier.  His son, Loammi 2nd, is called the “Father of American Civil Engineering”, and was responsible 
for the construction of the first naval drydocks in the western hemisphere.  The Colonel’s other sons also 
had careers in civil engineering. The property is located within the City’s local historic district which 
means the building’s exterior facades are reasonably protected. 

The Rumford House – The Rumford House at 90 Elm Street, is on the national Register of Historic Places 
and is a National Historic Landmark.  A National Historic Landmark is a property of outstanding 
national significance designated directly by the Department of the Interior.  Young Benjamin Thomson, 
alter known as Count Rumford, left Woburn at the age of 13 to apprentice for a merchant in Salem, 
but it was here through his friendship with Loammi Baldwin and their mutual studies at Harvard that his 
early interest in science was formed.  Sir Benjamin Thomson, Count Rumford, became a world-
renowned soldier, statesman, inventor and scientist.  The Rumford Historical Association has maintained 
Rumford’s birthplace at 90 Elm Street as an historic site.  It contains models of his experiments and 
inventions, a collection of portraits, and a library of Rumford biographies and essays. 
 

Battle Road Conservation Area – Woburn sent 180 men, better than half of the available male 
population of 311, to join the Lexington-Concord battle of April 19, 1775.  Most of them reached the 
battle scene over Battle Road, a wide path still existing in West Woburn.  Over this road went 
Sylvannus Wood who captured the first Redcoat.  Asahel Porter and Daniel Thompson, the two 
Woburn men who were killed by British that day, also used the road.  The Battle Road runs roughly 
parallel with Russell Street into Lexington. 
 

The 1790 House – This property is also on the National Register of Historic Places.  This magnificent 
home located at 827 Main Street in North Woburn was originally built in 1790 for Woburn lawyer 
Joseph Bartlett.  Upon completion, however, Baldwin purchased it for his friend Rumford who had 
dreams of returning here.  Though these dreams were never realized, author Frances Parkinson Keys, 
a frequent guest and visitor of the house, refers to it repeatedly in his memoirs, “Roses in December”, 
as the “Count Rumford House”.  Because of its grand design and pleasant setting it was frequently 
used for soirees and balls commemorating important events in Woburn.  In 1800 it was the scene of a 
Grand Centennial Ball and in 1803 a gala was held to celebrate the opening of the Middlesex 
Canal. 
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Middlesex Canal – In 1793 an organization was formed to construct the first and longest towpath 
canal in U.S. History.  Digging began in 1794 and the canal was completed and opened from Lowell 
through Woburn to Boston in 1803.  By 1853 through traffic on the canal had stopped and in 1859 
the corporation was dissolved.  It is fitting that the first recognizable parts of the canal still in existence 
north of Boston, starts in Woburn, the home of the originator and chief builder Loammi Baldwin.  
Starting at Kilby Street it proceeds north to Merrimack Street.  One of the last water bearing 
remnants of the old canal is also found in Woburn.  A portion of the canal at the corner of Alfred and 
Main Streets, is on the National Register. 
 
Horn Pond Area – The natives referred to Horn Pond as Lake Innitou.  From earliest times it was a 
center of recreation and economic activities.  Fishing and ice harvesting were major attractions.  With 
the building of the Middlesex Canal, the area commanded the canal’s commercial and social life.  It 
was a favorite vacation site for residents of Boston and became one of the first major resort areas in 
the nation.  The Horn Pond House, built in 1801, was a thriving hotel and tavern with bowling alleys, 
restaurant and a ballroom housed in a magnificent pavilion.  The pump station at the south end of the 
pond houses a 1903 Pratt iron pump, the only one of its kind made. 
 
Goodyear Green – Goodyear Green is located at the corner of Montvale, Center and Orange 
Streets in East Woburn.  In 1839, Charles Goodyear accidentally discovered the process for the 
vulcanization of rubber when he dropped a specimen of rubber and sulfur on a hot stove.  His home 
was near this location.  Goodyear’s discovery made fortunes for other people, but nothing for him, as 
he was jailed for debt and later died in poverty.  A bronze marker on the Green commemorates 
Goodyear’s discovery. 
 
First Congregational Church – This church, located at 322 Main Street, is also on the National Register 
of Historic Places.  The first Church in Woburn was established on August 24, 1642 by a commission of 
seven from the Charlestown Church.  Headed by Captain Edward Johnson, the Commission was a part 
of a committee of thirteen charged by Charlestown to locate a village on its northern border in 1640.  
The village known as Charlestown Village was incorporated as Wooborne Town on October 7, 1642.  
The present church is the sixth meeting house, built in 1860 by John Stevens, a local architect.  His 
designs were used to build numerous churches and buildings in New England and in various other 
sections of the country.  The building is the tallest wood structure of its kind in the world.  The main 
sanctuary is the largest built by wood without internal supports in the Americas.  The close relationship 
of the church and town existed even in 1860.  In constructing the present building, special doors were 
installed on the north side to accommodate town council meetings. 
 
The Library – This library, located on Pleasant Street, is on the National Register of Historic Places and 
is designated a National Historic Landmark.  There was a Preservation Restriction that expired in 
1996.  The noted architect Henry Hobson Richardson, who also designed Boston’s Trinity Church in 
Copley Square, created the distinctive design of the Public Library was one of the first town libraries 
in the country to be built on such a grand scale.  A gift of Jonathan Bowers Winn through the bequest 
of his son, Charles Bowers Winn to the town of Woburn, the library is still recognized today as one of 
the superb architectural landmarks of New England. 
 
U.S. Post Office – The Woburn Center Station at 2 Abbott Street, in Woburn Square, is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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3) Areas of critical environmental concern 

Woburn does not have any areas designated by the state as “Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern”. 
 
G. Environmental Problems 

Hazardous Waste Sites – As with most densely developed communities with an industrial history, 
Woburn has a number of hazardous waste disposal sites.  Most of these sites are considered non-
priority by DEP and are being cleaned up by the private sector under Chapter 21E of the 
Massachusetts General Laws.  There are currently 387 sites on this list with many of them being gas 
stations or businesses.  There are three Tier 1 sites in Woburn on the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection's (DEP) list of disposal sites.  This list published yearly, identifies the highest 
priority sites whereas a release of oil or hazardous materials has been reported to DEP. Tier 1 sites 
are those that pose the highest potential risk to people and the environment.  DEP's top priority is to 
ensure that unacceptable risks from these sites are eliminated.    
 
Industri-Plex – The major hazardous waste site in Woburn is the Industri-Plex site located in 
northeastern Woburn.  This site is on the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) Superfund list.  
Industri-Plex is a 245 acre industrial site.  From 1853 to 1931 the site was used to manufacture 
chemicals for local industries.  From the 1930's to 1969, the site was used to manufacture glue from 
animal hides.  The waste from this manufacturing caused the soils to become contaminated with metals 
such as arsenic, lead and chrome.  It was found that the hide piles and lagoons on the site where 
leaching toxic metals into the environment.  The groundwater was found to be contaminated with 
volatile organic compounds. 
 
In 1986 the EPA selected a site cleanup remedy that started in 1989 and has now been completed.  
Remediation included the design and construction of a permeable cap over 105 acres of 
contaminated soil, groundwater treatment and the implementation of institutional controls that restrict 
future land use.  Redevelopment of the site has in fact occurred, and included construction of the 
Regional Transportation Center as well as some commercial development. 
 
Wells G & H – Wells G & H were two municipal wells developed in 1964 and 1967 to supplement 
the water supply of the City of Woburn.  In 1979 contamination in the form of volatile organic 
compounds was detected in the wells and they were shut down.  Five separate properties were found 
to be the contributing sources of contamination to the aquifer that supplied the water to these two 
wells.  The site covers a total area of 330 acres and the Aberjona River flows through the middle of 
the site.  The EPA’s selected remedy included excavating and incinerating 2,100 cubic yards of 
contaminated soils on site and backfilling the excavated areas; treating additional contaminated soil 
in place by extracting soil vapors for treatment and pumping contaminated groundwater from the five 
source areas and removing the contaminants for treatment.  The removal and treatment of 
contaminated materials and the fencing of one portion of the Wells G&H site reduced the potential 
for exposure to hazardous materials at the site while final cleanup activities were being conducted.  
Thirty years later, the EPA and responsible parties are now moving forward with final wetland 
restoration around the wells. 
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Landfills – The City's municipal landfill is located on Merrimac Street in North Woburn.  The landfill has 
been fenced off, closed and capped, wetlands restoration has been completed and a gas collection 
system has been put in place.  The landfill is comprised of 37 acres.  In the late 1990’s the City 
considered using the landfill for a golf driving range but rejected the notion given the site’s location 
and potential difficulties marketing the site to a potential owner/operator.  The City is now exploring 
the possibility of reusing the site for a solar field.  A draft request for Proposals is currently being 
reviewed by the State’s Department of Energy Resources. The City also owns additional land adjacent 
to the landfill which is not fenced off. If this area is not needed for the solar installation, its use for 
passive recreation should be explored. 
 

Erosion – There are no areas in the City where erosion is a serious problem.  Most erosion is temporary 
and is related to construction activities. 
 
Chronic Flooding – There is a problem with flooding along the Middlesex Canal in the vicinity of Hart 
Street.  This flooding affects about 30 homes that abut the Middlesex Canal.  More information on 
flooding can be found on Page 27. 
 
Sedimentation – Sedimentation is not a major problem in the city.  There is some sedimentation related 
to construction activities but these impacts are usually temporary. 

 
Developmental impact – Woburn is a densely developed suburb with a large employment base due 
to its excellent highway access.  The high points in the city such as Rag Rock conservation area afford 
sweeping views of a variety of landscapes including the Boston skyline.  The impact of additional 
development will be felt most strongly in the southwestern portion of the city as the demand for 
residential development continues.  Increased development will place a greater strain on municipal 
services including schools, police, fire as well as on the water supply.  It will also impact wildlife 
habitat areas as fewer large open parcels remain.  Increased development also means an increase in 
paved areas (impervious surfaces) which can increase stormwater runoff, pollution and flooding. 
 
Ground and surface water pollution: point and non-point – Woburn obtains approximately 65% of its 
water supply from the Horn Pond aquifer through 5 municipal wells situated on the westerly side of the 
pond.  The Aberjona aquifer has not been used since 1978 when TCE was discovered in Wells G and 
H and these wells were abandoned at that time.  Groundwater supplies are typically high in iron and 
manganese and the City commissioned a new ground water filtration plant for this purposed in 2012.  
The facility removes 99.9% of the iron and manganese from the groundwater thus eliminating previous 
problems with discolored water. 
 
Water Quality in Horn Pond – Local officials and others note algae problems in Horn Pond and poor 
water quality in at least some of the five tributaries that flow into Horn Pond, particularly Town 
Meadow Brook.  There is one large stormwater outfall that discharges directly into the pond and which 
drains much of the city center.  The pond is also impacted by surcharging of an MWRA sewer trunk 
line during severe wet weather that causes a sewer system overflow near Sturgis Street adjacent to 
the pond.  The City of Woburn through a five year infiltration/inflow capital improvements program 
has reduced the frequency and duration of this overflow substantially and the SSO is triggered only 
when the MWRA trunk line surcharges.  The primary pathway for potential human exposure to 
pollutants in the pond is the consumption of fish. 
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Water Quality in the Aberjona River – The Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards define six 
water use classes for surface waters.  Each class designates multiple water uses for which the water 
quality shall be suitable.  The Aberjona River is Class B which has the following uses: fish consumption, 
aquatic life, primary contact recreation, secondary contact recreation, aesthetics, non-degradation, 
agricultural supply, industrial supply and treated public supply.  Surface waters are monitored to 
determine if the water is meeting the standards. 
 
Detailed water quality information for the Aberjona River can be found in the Boston Harbor 
Watershed 1999 Water Quality Assessment Report.  The segment of the Aberjona River that flows 
through Woburn is on the 1998 303(d) list of impaired waters due to ammonia, organic 
enrichment/low dissolved oxygen and pathogens. 
 
According to that report, the lower 6.6 miles of the Aberjona River are in non-support of aquatic life 
standards due to organic enrichment, low dissolved oxygen and other habitat alterations.  The river 
has not been assessed for fish consumption and is in non-support of primary contact recreation 
standards because of pathogens from illicit sewer connections and waterfowl waste.  The river is in 
support of secondary contact recreation and aesthetic standards. 
 
The Mystic River Watershed Association (MyRWA) concluded that urban runoff impacts the water 
quality of both Horn Pond and the Aberjona River, contributing to elevated levels of E. coli, total 
phosphorus and nitrogen.  Additionally, high levels of cyanobacteria blooms have occurred in Horn 
Pond in recent years.  The City installed a small bubble diffuser system in 2012 to increase the 
dissolved oxygen in Horn Pond to address the high nutrient loadings and algae blooms.  Additional 
aeration facilities are planned for the pond. 
 
In conjunction with the City’s MS4 permit, approximately 96% of the municipal drainage system and 
outfalls have been mapped and ten drainage areas have been found to have elevated levels of 
surfactants and bacteria.  The City is developing a program to locate and eliminate these illicit 
connections in anticipation of the new MS4 permit. 
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SECTION V:  INVENTORY OF LANDS OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION INTEREST 

A. Introduction 

The open space and recreation resources in the City of Woburn encompass a variety of types of land 
and water sites, as well as cultural and historic resources, both publicly and privately owned.  The 
purpose of this inventory is to make the reader aware of the open spaces that exist in the city and to 
provide a baseline against which to evaluate existing and future needs.  Appendix B is a complete 
listing of all lands of conservation and recreation interest. 
 
For planning purposes, it is import to be aware of the degree of protection for each parcel.  Knowing 
the level of protection (or lack thereof) will point out how easily some properties assumed to be open 
space can be developed.  This knowledge will help in identifying those open space and recreation 
areas that need additional effort for their preservation and protection. 
 
The classification for protection status used in this plan comes from a variety of sources, primarily the 
Mass GIS open space data layer, adjusted for local knowledge where available.  It does not reflect 
any additional research into deeds, restrictions or municipal votes and will need to be updated if new 
information is discovered about these parcels. 
 
1) Protected Parcels – According to the Division of Conservation Services, land is considered protected 
if the municipality's Conservation Commission or Water Department owns it.  It is also considered 
protected if it is owned by one of the state's conservation agencies (thereby covered by Article 97 of 
the state constitution), a nonprofit land trust, or if the city or town received state or federal funds for the 
purchase or improvement of the property.  Private land is considered protected if it has a deed 
restriction in perpetuity, an Agricultural Preservation Restriction, or if DEP has placed a conservation 
restriction on it as part of the Wetlands Conservancy program. 
 
2) Unprotected Parcels – Land that is owned by other local or state agencies is frequently thought to be 
protected but actually can be sold relatively easily.  This category includes land owned by the local 
school department or by the State Department of Corrections, to name just a few.  Private institutional 
lands such as land owned by colleges or hospitals or churches, is also frequently assumed to be protected. 
 
When is property considered to be legally protected open space? 

Determining the actual, legal, level of protection for any given parcel can require some detective 
work.  The section below is an excerpt from the “Open Space Planner's Workbook” published by the 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs.  This excerpt is included here to give the City additional 
background on protection levels.  The entire workbook can be found online at 
http://www.mass.gov/envir/dcs/global/publications.htm. 
 

“Article 97 of the Articles of Amendment to the State Constitution, or simply Article 97”, 
protects certain lands acquired for natural resources purposes, meaning conservation, 
development and utilization of the agricultural, mineral, forest, water air and other resources”.  
Furthermore, a 1973 opinion of the Attorney General stipulates that land acquired for these 
purposes cannot be converted to any other use without the following actions:  1.) the local 
conservation commission must vote that the land is surplus to its needs, 2.) the park commission 
must vote the same if it is parkland in question, 3.) the matter must be taken up at a Town 

http://www.mass.gov/envir/dcs/global/publications.htm
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Meeting or City Counsel and pass by a 2/3 vote, 4.) the Town must file an Environmental 
Notification Form with EOEA's MEPA Unit, and 5.) the matter must pass by a 2/3 vote by the 
Massachusetts Legislature.  Finally if the property was either acquired or developed with grant 
assistance from EOEA's Division of Conservation Services (i.e. Self-Help, Urban Self-Help or 
Land and Water Conservation Fund), the converted land must be replaced with land of equal 
monetary value and recreation or conservation utility.  While conversions do occur, the process 
is purposefully onerous in attempt to protect these conservation and recreational lands in 
perpetuity.  Land protected by Article 97 are often owned by the municipal conservation 
commission, recreation department, water department, or by a state or federal conservation 
agency (i.e. state EOEA agencies or the federal National Park Service).  Lands purchased for 
general municipal purposes are not protected by Article 97.  Private lands can be permanently 
protected lands if the deed is restricted by a Conservation Restriction, Agricultural Preservation 
Restriction, Historic Restriction or Wetlands Restriction. 

 
How do we determine if a property is legally protected open space? 

Lands owned by municipal conservation commissions and water departments are usually 
protected, and lands held by EOEA agencies, the National Park Service and the USDA Forest 
Service are also protected.  However, it may be necessary to do some research at the Registry 
of Deeds or at Town Hall to make a final determination.  The deed may stipulate that the land 
is to be managed by the conservation commission or park commission, or that it is gifted to the 
town with deed restrictions or for park or conservation purposes.  If the property was acquired 
or developed with DCS grant assistance, the grant agreement should have been recorded as 
an adjunct to the deed.  Land acquired by the town can also be researched by looking at the 
Town Meeting Vote or City Council Vote authorizing the acquisition, with an eye toward the 
intended purpose of the acquisition or managing municipal agency”. 
Source:  Open Space Planner's Handbook, Section 5. 

 

B. Publicly Owned Land 

There are 950 acres of public owned open space and recreation land.  This represents 11% of the total 
acreage of the city.   
 
C. Private Parcels 

1)  Chapter 61 Lands – There are a total of 76.1 acres of land assessed under Chapter 61. This includes 
40 acres under Chapter 61A (The Shannon Farm).  The Mahoneys parcel (16.65 acres) is assessed as 
horticultural land.  The 19.5 acre Mass. Rifle Association parcel is assessed as recreation.  The City has 
the right of first refusal on these parcels. 
 
2) Less than fee interests – One significant parcel which has been dedicated for conservation purposes 
through an easement is the Quail Run Area, off of Lexington Street, along the Burlington town line. 
 
 
 
 
D. Other lands of conservation interest 
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This list of lands of conservation interest comes from two sources.  The first source is the open space 
and natural resources forum that was held in Woburn on May 21, 2003 as part of the Executive 
Order 418 Community Development Plan process.  .  The second source is the 2004 Open Space and 
Recreation Plan. There were no new suggestions about parcels to acquire from the on-line survey or 
from the public forum on December 1, 2014.  This list of parcels was reviewed with the City Planner, 
Recreation Director, Engineering Department and the Conservation Agent.  Parcels that were no longer 
available (i.e. developed or re-developed in the intervening years) were removed.  
 

1. Winchester Elks – This parcel is adjacent to Horn Pond Mountain and contains wetlands and 
rare vegetation.  It is also within the Zone II of a municipal well.   

 
2. Shannon Farm–This site has been actively farmed for 100 years.  The site is contiguous to 

municipal land and consists of two parcels, one on each side of Lexington Street.  One half 
provides access to Winning Farm and Shaker Glen and a portion of the site has the potential 
to be developed as a cemetery.  A developer has entered into a Purchase and Sale 
Agreement to buy one half of the site for $8.9 million and the City has received notice and a 
Right of First Refusal to acquire this property (as per its status as assessed under Chapter 61A) 
for that price.  As of the date of this Plan, the City is still contemplating the purchase.    

 
3. MBTA Right-of-Way– There is an inactive MBTA railroad right-of-way that runs from 

approximately Cross Street at the Winchester town line north through Woburn Center to just 
south of Route 128.  There is interest in reverting this right-of-way to a multi-use trail.  From a 
brief review of the tax assessors', the ownership and status of much of this right-of-way is unclear.  
Some of the parcels appear to have been sold to abutters while there is no ownership information 
for others.  There needs to be a complete study of the status and ownership of this right-of-way 
before any determination can be made as to the feasibility of converting it to a multi-use path.   

 
4. Adjacent to Shaker Glen – There is an 11 acre parcel off Russell Street that is adjacent to the 

Shaker Glen Conservation area.  This parcel could potentially be used to provide better access 
to Shaker Glen.  It includes wetlands and Shaker Glen Brook runs through the property.  It also 
contains an aquifer and could be used for access to Shaker Glen and parking for the 
conservation land.   

 
5. Cummings Property – The City of Boston owns property in Burlington and Woburn.  The main parcel 

is adjacent to the Burlington campus of Northeastern University.  There are several non-contiguous 
parcels.  The Woburn portion of the Cummings Property is approximately 51 acres.  This property 
was deeded to the City by Mary Cummings in the 1920's with the stipulation that it be used to 
create a public pleasure ground for the poor of Boston.  The property is managed by the Trust 
Office of the City of Boston Treasury Department.  The three non-contiguous parcels were to 
provide incomefor the upkeep of the main parcel and could be sold to benefit the main parcel.  
The sale or conversion of the main parcel would be subject to Article 97 of the state constitution.  
The City is continuing to explore how to use the land and the options for selling or leasing it.  The 
City's attorneys are researching the legal history precedent.  The City is having the property 
appraised.  At least 80% of the property is thought to be developable.  Participants at the open 
space forum felt that the City should acquire this property even though it is currently protected to 
ensure its long term protection in the event that the Trust is broken. 
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6. Adjacent to landfill– This parcel includes wetlands and a vernal pool.  
 

7. The Massachusetts Rifle Association – The Massachusetts Rifle Association owns a 10.8 acre 
parcel adjacent to Cranberry Bog conservation area.  It is assessed under Chapter 61B and 
therefore, the city has the right of first refusal to purchase it should it go on the market.  Other 
natural features include a medium yield aquifer, wetlands, interim wellhead protection area.  
The parcel is also noted on the state's Bio Map as a supporting natural landscape.  This area is 
probably contaminated from Wells G & H which may limit its ability to provide passive 
recreation. 

  
8. City of Boston land at Willow and Locust – This parcel is adjacent to a school and includes 

wetlands, a flood zone and a medium aquifer.    
 

9. South of Forest and Weafer– This parcel includes wetlands and a possible vernal pool. The 
area has multiple owners along Brentwood Road.  

 
10. Tributaries to Horn Pond– Land along the five tributaries to Horn Pond totaling approximately 

50 square miles of Horn Pond Watershed, was identified as important for protection. 
 

Environmental Justice and the Distribution of Parks and Open Spaces 

A review of Figure 2: Environmental Justice Populations, reveals that the EJ block group that is 
northwest of Route 128 (95) has less access to parks than the other EJ block groups. That is the portion 
of the City that might benefit from additional investment in parks. 
 
Handicapped Accessibility 
 
Accessibility Requirements - The Open Space and Recreation Planner’s Workbook states that all 
municipal property and programs must be accessible to people with disabilities.  Furthermore, all 
municipal park and conservation areas and programs must be evaluated as part of the process of 
preparing an open space and recreation plan.  This section gives an overview of accessibility issues in 
Woburn.  The complete facilities inventory and transition plan is contained in Appendix C along with 
the administrative requirements. 
 
Handicapped And Disabled Citizens Commission - The Woburn Handicapped and Disabled Citizens 
Commission is a volunteer group that aids in answering questions and serving the needs of the 
disabled community in the City of Woburn.  The Commission meets on a monthly basis at City Hall and 
meetings are open to the public.  MAPC met with the Commission on December 18, 2014 to review the 
transition plan and to hear the Commission’s concerns about accessibility in the parks and recreational 
programs.  Three members of the Commission attended the meeting. The Commission felt that one of 
the greatest needs was for accessible restrooms in the parks that were fully compliant with all 
applicable ADA and AAB requirements and that were well-maintained.  They cited maintenance and 
repair issues with accessible restrooms which rendered them inaccessible over time.  They also stated 
that their preference was for unisex accessible restrooms since it is more cost-effective to only have to 
construct and maintain one restroom that would meet accessibility needs.   
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Physical facilities – It can be difficult to determine what standards apply because the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), the Architectural Access Board (AAB) and DCR all have different standards. 
Many of the playgrounds and tot lots utilize a wood chip surface.  Wood chips are considered 
acceptable by the ADA and AAB but they are not ideal for a number of reasons and must be 
maintained.  Proper maintenance in the form of leveling and smoothing is required to maintain the 
proper ground height at access transfer platforms.  People with small children also noted that toddlers 
and young children are prone to putting the wood chips in their mouths and that sharp objects and 
other foreign material can become trapped under the chips and thereby, posing a safety hazard.   
 
Program evaluation– The Recreation Department offers several programs for children and young 
adults with disabilities.  The Challenger Basketball program serves ages 5- adult.  There is a Summer 
Fun Clinic which is a weeklong clinic during the summer for ages 4-21.  The Department also offers a 
once a month Friday evening themed program for children with disabilities from ages 4-21. 
 
Various youth organizations offer challenger programs, i.e. Little League offers Challenger Baseball, 
Woburn Youth Hockey offers Challenger Hockey and Woburn Youth Soccer offers Challenger Soccer.  
In addition, the Recreation Department collaborates with the Burlington Recreation Department to 
offer a program for adults with disabilities.  

  

The Recreation Department reports that the programs for children with disabilities are well-attended 
and that children with disabilities also participate in their general programs.  The Department is 
always willing to make reasonable accommodations to facilitate participation by any child with a 
disability.  The staff summer orientation includes information on how to accommodate residents with a 
disability.  The Commission members felt that it can be difficult to find information about the programs 
for children with disabilities and that the City should include information about these programs on its’ 
website.  They also noted that physical accessibility is only one component because there are many 
children who have developmental and cognitive problems such as autism and they need programs with 
trained staff. 
 
The two parks that would most benefit from accessibility improvements are Library Park and  
Leland Park. 
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SECTION VI:  COMMUNITY GOALS 

A. Description of Process 

 
The first step in this process was to review the goals and objectives from the 2004 plan and then to ask 
City staff, boards and residents to revisit the goals at the Community Forum on December 1, 2014 and 
through the on-line survey. 
 
The 2004 Open Space and Recreation Plan had six goals which are shown below.  In order to assess 
whether these goals were still valid, the Woburn Plan for Progress on-line survey included the 
following question: 
 

 “In 2004 the City completed an open space and recreation plan with six goals.  Please 
indicate how you feel about these six goals.” 
 

Respondents could rate the goals as very important, somewhat important, neutral, not important and 
no opinion.  The 2014 responses indicate that the goals are still valid and that the order of importance 
appears to be as follows:  
 

1. Protect Woburn’s natural resources. 

2. Provide active and passive recreational opportunities for all residents. 

3. Manage existing recreation and conservation lands for maximum benefits. 

4. Acquire new open space lands. 

5. Protect cultural and historic resources. 

6. Consider regional connections in open space planning efforts. 

 

More details on the priorities and the objectives can be found in Section 8. 
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SECTION VII:  ANALYSIS OF NEEDS 
 
A. Summary of Resource Protection Needs 

 
The primary resource protection need in Woburn is protection of the water supply.  The city gets 63% 
of its water supply from groundwater and has already experienced the impact of losing a portion of 
its water supply due to pollution.  Therefore, protection efforts in the Horn Pond watershed including 
the acquisition of additional land, is a critical need.  The Natural Heritage and Endangered Species 
Program also identified Horn Pond as a priority habitat area in need of further protection. 
 
 
B. Summary of Community's Recreational Needs 

 
The City’s Recreation Commission and Director have identified both site-specific and general needs 
relative to recreational facilities in the community. 
 

Site-Specific Recreational Needs 

Library Park 

1. Installation of new light towers that are energy efficient. 

2. Updating of electrical utilities and fixtures for the entire field. 

3. Resurfacing of tennis & basketball courts. 

4. Installation of new basketball nets. 

5. Replacement of fences. 

6. Repair or replacement of new shade system. 

7. Installation of new benches & picnic tables. 

 

Police Station Playground (K. Walsh Park) 

1. Installation of more free-standing playground equipment. 

2. Installation of new benches & picnic tables. 
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Green Street 

1. Removal of deep end pool & wading pool and replacement with one zero entry deep end pool. 

2. Upgrading of Filter House with chemical feeders. 

3. Update of electrical system in the Filter House. 

4. Installation of handicapped accessible bathrooms. 

5. Upgrading of playground equipment in front of pool. 

 

 

Leland Park 

1. Construction of new playground. 

2. Perform updates to light towers. 

3. Installation of a new walking path around the field. 

4. Repair and resurface street hockey rink. 

5. Installation of basketball courts with surfacing. 

6. Installation of new handicapped accessible bathrooms & creation of additional on-site storage. 

 

Ferullo Field 

1. Resurfacing of parking lot and creation of additional parking. 

2. Updating of pool Filter House. 

3. Installation of bathrooms for the field. 

 

Whispering Hill 

1. Installation of light towers. 

2. Installation of bathrooms/concession stand/storage building(s). 

3. Creation of walking trails/paths. 
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Veterans Field 

1. Installation of light towers. 

 

Ryan Field 

1. Creation of additional parking for field users. 

 

In addition to site-specific improvements, the Recreation Commission has identified several additional 
needs related to recreation in the City. 

1. Establish a dedicated dog park. 

2. Construct an additional street hockey rink. 

3. Install a skate park/bike park. 

4. Upgrade all existing playgrounds to make them handicap accessible. 

5. Install new shade systems at all parks. 

6. Install a pickle ball court. 

7. Create indoor space for recreational activities, especially critical during the school year. 

 

The following community needs were based on comments on the Woburn Plan for Progress survey.   

• Create a parking lot at Ryan Park and landscape the site with trees to reduce impacts on 
abutting residents. 

• Use Leland Park for baseball to take the pressure off Library Park. 

• Redesign Leland Park to reduce impacts on abutters. 

• Reduce the impact of lights and noise on abutters at Library Park by planting trees on the 
perimeter. 

• The impact of parks on abutters needs to be taken into consideration at all parks. 

• Create a walking path along the Middlesex Canal. 
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• Remove all sports programs for the schools and put them under the jurisdiction of the recreation 
department. 

• Clean up hazardous waste at Leland Park.  

• Create a permanent ice hockey facility to replace the temporary rinks which are less safe due 
to variable ice conditions and require more maintenance. 

• Make better use of existing recreational facilities through enhanced programming. 

• Integrate pedestrian facilities into green strips which connect neighborhood parks. 

• Use a portion of the Wyman-Hurld school site as open space after the school is built. 

• Build an indoor/outdoor aquatics center. 

• Improve lighting in the parks. 

• Create additional community gardens. 

• Establish a dog park. 

C. Management Needs, Potential Change of Use 

Currently, there are certain parks and parcels of open space (in particular Horn Pond), that are well-
known and heavily used, while other conservation land and recreational areas are under-utilized.  The 
Conservation Commission has stressed the need to inform and encourage residents to use these other 
less known areas, in order to reduce the negative impacts of overuse on facilities like Horn Pond.  
There is also a need to provide better access to some conservation areas and parks, particularly with 
respect to universal access.  Overall, maintenance of parks and open space is not a problem. The 
existing municipal workforce and equipment provide regular and adequate site maintenance. 
 
 
NATIONAL PARKS AND RECREATION STANDARDS 
 
The National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) has developed the most widely used standards 
for park and recreation land.  The often cited standard was that a local park system should, at a 
minimum, be composed of a “core” system of parklands with a total of 6.25 to 10.5 acres of 
developed, “close-to-home” open space per 1,000 population.  The local park system should include 
mini-parks, neighborhood parks and larger community parks.  Based on this standard and a 2010 
population of 38,120 people, Woburn should have between 238-400 acres of developed open 
space for parks and recreation areas.  Woburn’s total dedicated acreage for public active and 
passive parks and school facilities is approximately 951 acres, which is within the range of the 
national standards.   
 
These standards are frequently updated as approaches to park planning change.  The NRPA is in the 
process of converting to an online database that will provide guidance on the issue of standards but 
this database is not yet available.  Regardless of the standards, land acquisition and park 
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development is hindered by budgetary constraints and by the fact that the city is densely developed 
with very little vacant land. The city is therefore not in a position to plan based on national standards.   
 
 
SCORP RELATIONSHIP  
 
The SCORP (Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan) is the state’s equivalent of a 
municipal open space plan.  SCORP plans are developed by individual states to be eligible for 
federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grants.  The current plan is called “Massachusetts 
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 2012”.  
 
The SCORP plan surveyed Massachusetts residents through a telephone survey, youth survey and 
public meetings.  A few of the key findings and trends are reviewed below as they may pertain to 
open space and recreation in Woburn. 
 
Participation in Outdoor Recreation 
 

• Running, walking, jogging are the top activities reported by adults and youth. 

• More than 20% of respondents cited road biking, gardening and hiking as favored activities. 

• 20% and 18% of respondents mentioned swimming in pools and swimming in fresh and salt-
water as other activities they enjoyed. 

• 38% of respondents reported that they anticipated an increase in their levels of outdoor 
recreation in the next five years. 

• Residents in large urban areas and minority residents were most likely to report an anticipated 
increase in outdoor recreation. 

• Youth welcome the opportunity to try out new activities as well as canoeing, kayaking, rafting, 
tubing and camping. 

 

Outdoor Recreation Priorities and Needs 

• At the local level, playgrounds top residents’ priorities, followed by sports-related facilities. 

• Youth wanted to see more recreation areas close to their homes. 

• 50% of youth respondents stated that more sports equipment would help increase their 
outdoor activity. 

• The most common reasons for not using recreation facilities more often is not enough time and 
other commitments getting in the way. 

• The most commonly cited non-recreational values of open space are protecting wildlife habitat, 
improving the quality of life in local communities, and protecting drinking water. 
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Access, Transportation, Information and Value 

• One in seven Massachusetts households has a member with a disability that restricts his or her 
ability to use outdoor recreational facilities, resources, and activities. 

 

Goals 

1. Increase the availability of all types of trails for recreation. 

2. Increase the availability of water-based recreation. 

3. Invest in recreation and conservation areas that are close to home for short visits. 

4. Invest in racially, economically, and age diverse neighborhoods given their projected increase 
in participation in outdoor recreation. 
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SECTION VIII:  GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The 2004 Open Space and Recreation Plan had six goals which are shown below.  In order to assess 
whether these goals were still valid, the Woburn Plan for Progress on-line survey included the 
following question: 
 

 “In 2004 the City completed an open space and recreation plan with six goals.  Please 
indicate how you feel about these six goals.” 
 

Respondents could rate the goals as very important, somewhat important, neutral, not important and 
no opinion.  The 2014 responses indicate that the goals are still valid and that the top three goals are: 
 

7. Protect Woburn’s natural resources. 

8. Provide active and passive recreational opportunities for all residents. 

9. Manage existing recreation and conservation lands for maximum benefits. 

 

The objectives were reviewed with the City Planner, Recreation Director and Conservation Agent and 
were found to still be valid as well. 
 
Goal #1:  Provide Active and Passive Recreational Opportunities for All Residents 

2014 Response:  71% of respondents to the on-line survey rated this goal as very important and 
another 18% rated it as somewhat important. 
 
Objective #1:  Create multi-use trails to provide access to open spaces and other uses. 

Objective #2:  Ensure compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act by undertaking 
improvements that improve handicapped accessibility. 
 
Objective #3:  Provide recreational facilities for all age groups with a particular emphasis on 
replacement of tot lot equipment. 
 
Objective #4:  Provide neighborhood recreational facilities scattered throughout the city. 

Objective #5:  Increase the supply of playing fields for team sports. 

Goal #2:  Protect Woburn's Natural Resources 

2014 Response: 75% of respondents rated this goal as very important and 13% rated it as 
somewhat important. 
 
Objective #1:  Provide for the protection of wetlands and water resources through vigorous 
enforcement of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (310 CMR 10.00) and other pertinent state 
and federal regulations. 
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Objective #2:  Protect Woburn's water supply through enforcement of the groundwater protection 
overlay district and selective land acquisitions in the Horn Pond watershed. 
Objective #3:  Acquire parcels of land with significant natural resources and wildlife habitat values. 

Goal #3:  Acquire New Open Space Lands 

2014 Response: 64% of respondents rated this goal as very important and 18% rated it as 
somewhat important. 
 
Objective #1:  Preserve the remaining agricultural lands for open space and recreational purposes by 
acquisition subsidized through limited development. 
 
Objective #2:  Acquire lands adjacent to city owned parcels for buffer from other uses and for 
parking and access. 
 
Objective #3:  Develop a mechanism to provide the local match required to take advantage of 
federal and state grant programs. 
 
Objective #4:  Actively encourage the donation of land through conservation restrictions and 
easements. 
 
Objective #5:  Use zoning and subdivision regulations to maximize the preservation of open space on 
private parcels. 
 

Goal #4:  Consider Regional Connections in Open Space Planning Efforts 

2014 Response: 36% of respondents rated this goal as very important and 28% said it was 
somewhat important. 
 
Objective #1:  Consider the impacts of open space planning decisions on surrounding communities. 

Objective #2:  Take advantage of opportunities to participate in regional open space initiatives. 

Goal #5:  Protect Cultural and Historic Resources 

2014 Response: 56% of respondents rated this goal as very important and 29% as somewhat 
importan 

Objective #1:  Protect cultural and historic resources through the use of techniques such as preservation 
restrictions. 

Goal #6:  Manage Existing Recreation and Conservation Lands for Maximum Benefits 

2014 Response:  70% of respondents rated this goal as very important and 27% as somewhat 
important. 
 
Many of Woburn's open spaces are unknown or under-utilized by its residents.  In order to improve the 
quantity and quality of visitation at these sites, an effort must be made to increase the public's awareness 
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of the variety of recreational opportunities that are available.  Existing areas should be enhanced to 
provide better access. 
 
Objective #1:  Acquire parcels adjacent to existing city owned parks and conservation lands to 
provide better access and as a buffer from adjacent land uses. 
 
Objective #2:  Increase the use of lesser known conservation areas to reduce the pressure on popular 
areas such as Horn Pond. 
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SECTION IX –SEVEN YEAR ACTION PLAN 

The Seven Year Action Plan is the most important section in any open space and recreation plan.  The 
following recommendations are meant to bridge the gap between the existing open space and 
recreation resources identified in Section 5, the goals and objectives (Section 8) and the needs and 
desires of the residents of Woburn (Section 7).  The designation of a target year is meant as a guide 
only.  It is more important to be flexible and take advantage of opportunities as they arise.  Certain 
actions are designated as ongoing (covering all seven years) because of the flexibility required to 
pursue a program of land acquisition or the length of time required to design, engineer, permit and 
build a project. 
 
ACCOMPLISHMENT SINCE THE 2004 OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLAN 

  
The City of Woburn has made considerable progress since the 2004 plan.  The major accomplishments 
since the 2004 include: 
 

• Acquisition of 76 acres at Whispering Hill. 

• Playground renovation at Leland Park. 

• New playground adjacent to the Police Station. 

• New bathrooms at Library Park. 

• New tennis and basketball courts at Ferullo Field. 

• Upgrades to the street hockey rink at Leland and expansion and resurfacing of the 
basketball courts. 
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Table 17 

Seven-Year Action Plan 

 

Action  Responsibility Funding Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 

          

Goal #1: Provide active and passive recreational opportunities for all residents 

Undertake improvements to 
Library Park. 

Rec. Dept. City, state 
and 
federal 
grants 

       

          
Undertake improvements to K. 
Walsh park. 

Rec. Dept.         

          
Renovate pool and associated 
facilities at Green Street Park 
and upgrade playground 
equipment. 

Rec. Dept. City, state 
and 
federal 
grants 

       

          
Complete construction of new 
playground at Leland Park and 
install new walking path. 

Rec. Dept. Project has 
been 
funded and 
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Table 17 

Seven-Year Action Plan 

 

Action  Responsibility Funding Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 

is 
underway. 

          
Undertake improvements to 
Ferullo Field. 

Rec. Dept. City, state 
and 
federal 
grants 

       

          
Undertake improvements to 
Whispering Hill including trails 
and other passive recreation 
opportunities. 

Rec. Dept. City, state 
and 
federal 
grants 

       

          
Install light towers at Veterans 
Field. 

Rec. Dept. City, state 
and 
federal 
grants 

       

          
Create additional parking at 
Ryan Field. 

Rec. Dept. City, state 
and 
federal 
grants 
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Table 17 

Seven-Year Action Plan 

 

Action  Responsibility Funding Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 

Investigate the feasibility of a 
dog park. 

Rec. and 
Planning 

City        

          
Identify and update tot lot 
equipment in municipal parks.  

Rec. Dept. City, state 
and 
federal 
grants 

       

          
Improve parking and signage to 
Rag Rock. 

Engineering City        

          
Develop a permanent ice 
hockey facility 

Rec. Dept., 
Engineering 

City        

          
Develop multi-use path on the 
MBTA ROW 

Planning, 
Engineering 

City, state 
and 
federal 
grants 

       

Goal #2: Protect Woburn’s natural resources 

Protect additional land adjacent 
to Horn Pond for water quality 

Cons. Comm. City and 
state and 
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Table 17 

Seven-Year Action Plan 

 

Action  Responsibility Funding Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 

protection and protection of 
BioMap 2 core habitats. 

federal 
grants. 

          
Meet with owners of selected 
parcels adjacent to conservation 
lands to evaluate the value of 
those parcels as buffers and for 
access to conservation lands. 

Cons. Comm. NA        

          
Goal #3: Acquire new open space lands 

Revisit the Community 
Preservation Act 

Citizens group NA        

          
Acquire/protect properties 
shown on Figure 8 as lands of 
conservation interest. 

Cons. Comm City, state 
and 
federal 
grants. 

       

          
Protect a portion of Shannon 
Farm 

Cons. Comm. City, state 
and 
federal 
grants. 
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Table 17 

Seven-Year Action Plan 

 

Action  Responsibility Funding Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 

Meet with owners of all 
agricultural lands under Chapter 
61A to review the status of the 
parcels and any future plans for 
the sale of these properties. 

Cons., Planning 
and Assessors 

NA        

Goal #4: Consider regional connections in open space planning 

Continue to participate in the 
regional initiative to design and 
construct the Tri-Community 
Bikeway 

Engineering City, state 
grants 

       

          
Establish regular communications 
with the City of Boston 
regarding the status of the 
Cummings Property. 

City Solicitor NA        

          
Distribute the final open space 
and recreation plan to 
Conservation Commissions and 
Planning Boards of surrounding 
communities. 

Planning NA        

          
Goal #5: Protect cultural and historic resources 
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Table 17 

Seven-Year Action Plan 

 

Action  Responsibility Funding Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 

Continue to participate in the 
restoration of the Middlesex 
Canal.  

Historical 
Society, 
Engineering 

City, state 
and 
federal 
grants 

       

          
Renew the preservation 
restriction on the Middlesex 
Canal at Alfred and Main. 

City, Historical 
Society 

City        

          
Goal #6:  Manage existing recreation and conservation lands for maximum benefits 

          
Develop a schedule of capital 
improvements that will improve 
handicapped accessibility for 
the most heavily used open 
space. 

Rec. Dept. City, state 
and 
federal 
grants. 

       

          
Create lighting and landscaping 
plans to minimize impacts on 
abutters at Leland Park, Ryan 
Park and Library Park. 

Rec. Dept. City funds.        
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SECTION X – IMPLEMENTATION 

 
The purpose of this section is to make decision-makers and City residents aware of the many different 
ways to preserve and/or acquire open space and recreation land.  Some of the methods and 
programs have already been utilized by the City.  Other methods have not been employed but could 
be in the future. 
  

A. STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING PROGRAMS 
 

Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity - The LAND Program (formerly the Self-Help Program) was 
established in 1961 to assist municipal conservation commissions acquiring land for natural resource 
and passive outdoor recreation purposes. Lands acquired may include wildlife, habitat, trails, unique 
natural, historic or cultural resources, water resources, forest, and farm land. Compatible passive 
outdoor recreational uses such as hiking, fishing, hunting, cross-country skiing, bird observation and the 
like are encouraged. Access by the general public is required.  This state program pays for the 
acquisition of land, or a partial interest (such as a conservation restriction), and associated acquisition 
costs such as appraisal reports and closing costs. 
 

Massachusetts Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities (PARC) Program 

The PARC Program (formerly the Urban Self-Help Program) was established in 1977 to assist cities 
and towns in acquiring and developing land for park and outdoor recreation purposes. Any town with 
a population of 35,000 or more year-round residents, or any city regardless of size, that has an 
authorized park /recreation commission is eligible to participate in the program. Communities that do 
not meet the population criteria listed above may still qualify under the "small town," "regional," or 
"statewide" project provisions of the program. 
Only projects that are to be developed for suitable outdoor recreation purposes, whether active or 
passive in nature, shall be considered for funding. Grants are available for the acquisition of land and 
the construction, or renovation of park and outdoor recreation facilities, such as swimming pools, zoos, 
athletic play fields, playgrounds and game courts. Access by the general public is required. 
 
Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund– This is a federal program administered by the State 
Division of Conservation Services for the acquisition and development or renovation of park, 
recreation and conservation land.  The Federal Land & Water Conservation Fund (P.L. 88-578) 
provides up to 50% of the total project cost for the acquisition, development and renovation of park, 
recreation or conservation areas. Municipalities, special districts and state agencies are eligible to 
apply. Nearly 4000 acres have been acquired and hundreds of parks renovated using the $95.6 
million that Massachusetts has received from the state side portion of the federal program since 1965. 
DCS administers the state side Land & Water Conservation Fund program in Massachusetts. Access by 
the general public is required. 
 

Recreational Trails Grant Program - The Recreational Trails Program provides grants ranging from 
$2,000 to $50,000 on a reimbursement basis for a variety of trail protection, construction, and 
stewardship projects throughout Massachusetts. It is part of the national Recreational Trails Program, 

 
 

 

http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eoeeaterminal&L=4&L0=Home&L1=Grants+%26+Technical+Assistance&L2=Grant+%26+Loan+Programs&L3=Division+of+Conservation+Services+(DCS)&sid=Eoeea&b=terminalcontent&f=eea_dcs_dcs_grant_programs&csid=Eoeea
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eoeeaterminal&L=4&L0=Home&L1=Grants+%26+Technical+Assistance&L2=Grant+%26+Loan+Programs&L3=Division+of+Conservation+Services+(DCS)&sid=Eoeea&b=terminalcontent&f=eea_dcs_dcs_grant_programs&csid=Eoeea
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eoeeaterminal&L=4&L0=Home&L1=Grants+%26+Technical+Assistance&L2=Grant+%26+Loan+Programs&L3=Division+of+Conservation+Services+(DCS)&sid=Eoeea&b=terminalcontent&f=eea_dcs_dcs_grant_programs&csid=Eoeea
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/greenway/regionalGrants.htm
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which is funded through the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Funds are disbursed to each 
state to develop and maintain recreational trails and trail-related facilities for both non-motorized 
and motorized recreational trail uses. In Massachusetts, funds are administered by the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR), in partnership with the Massachusetts Recreational Trails Advisory 
Board.   

 

Community Preservation Act- The idea of a real estate transfer tax was signed into law on September 
14, 2000 as the Community Preservation Act (CPA).  The CPA is a tool for communities to preserve 
open space, historic sites, and affordable housing.  The Community Preservation Act is statewide 
enabling legislation that allows cities and towns to exercise control over local planning decisions by 
providing a new funding source which can be used to address three core community concerns: 

• Acquisition and preservation of open space  
• Creation and support of affordable housing  
• Acquisition and preservation of historic buildings and landscapes  

 
A minimum of 10% of the annual revenues of the fund must be used for each three core community 
concerns. The remaining 70% can be allocated for any combination of the allowed uses. This gives 
each community the opportunity to determine its priorities, plan for its future, and have the funds to 
make those plans happen.   More information on the CPA can be found at 
http://www.communitypreservation.org 
 

Woburn placed adoption of the CPA on the ballot in 2014 but it failed to pass.  

 

http://www.communitypreservation.org/
http://www.communitypreservation.org/
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SECTION XI:   PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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APPENDIX A 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND OUTREACH 

 
 

A. The flyer for the December 1 visioning session was posted on the Recreation Department 
Facebook page. 
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B.  MAPC posted a comment on the Recreation Department page soliciting comments from 
the general public. 
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C. Agenda for the December 1 visioning forum 

 

Woburn Plan for Progress 
Public Kickoff and Visioning Forum 

 
7:00pm, Monday, December 1, 2014 

Shamrock School Cafeteria 
60 Green Street, Woburn 

 

7:00 Mingle and Light Refreshments 

7:10   Welcome- Mayor Galvin 

7:15 What is the Woburn Plan for Progress and Why Does it Matter? 

Woburn Planning Director Tina Cassidy and MAPC Senior Regional Planner Sam Cleaves will introduce 
the Woburn Plan for Progress to participants. Robust community participation during development of the 
plan is essential to ensuring that the City and MAPC deliver the best blueprint to guide Woburn’s growth, 
preservation, and development in the future. 

7:30 Recent Plans and Trends  

A quick review of Woburn’s recent planning efforts and priority development and preservation highlights. 

7:45 What Lies Ahead for Woburn? Help Shape the Vision. 

In small groups, hear from your fellow community members and share your thoughts and ideas on 
Woburn’s strengths, what needs to improve and how you would continue to make Woburn a great place 
to live. Each group will have a designated facilitator, note taker, and someone to report on the group’s 
discussion to the rest of the room.  Following a brief review and update of the city’s strengths and 
challenges, the following question will guide the discussion:  

• What makes Woburn a great place to live, work, play and raise a family?  This will be discussed 
as it relates to open space, natural resources, recreation, housing, economic development, 
schools, and transportation-including traffic and parking. 

8:30 What Did Other Groups Say? 

One person from each group will summarize and report on their group’s conversation for the rest of the 
room to hear. The purpose of this is to get the flavor of the various conversations happening around the 
room – where were there similarities and differences amongst the groups? 

8:45 Before You Leave, Tell Us More! 

Did tonight’s conversation yield any new insights? Jog your memory for things you’d like to add to the 
discussion?  Fill out a Comment Card if you would like to add additional written information.  
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Appendix B 

 

Table 18: Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest 
Woburn Open Space and Recreation Plan Inventory 

  

            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

Conservation Land            

Battle Road-woodland City 
Conservation 

Comm. 22.8 passive recreation Good 
Current use - 

rec. Yes Self-Help R-1 
Highly 
protected 

 Cranberry Bog City 
Conservation 

Comm. 29.5 conservation Good 
Current use - 

rec. Yes Self-Help 
R-1, R-

2 
Highly 
protected 

            

Gatta Park  City 
Conservation 

Comm. 1.5 conservation Good Limited Yes City R-1 
Highly 
protected 

            

Love's Lane  City 
Conservation 

Comm. 4.1 passive recreation Fair Trail use Yes City R-1 
Highly 
protected 

            

Rag Rock  City 
Conservation 

Comm. 12.2 passive recreation Good 
Current use - 

rec. Yes Self-Help R-1 
Highly 
protected 

            

Shaker Glen  City 
Conservation 

Comm. 24.1 passive recreation Fair 
Current use - 

rec. Yes Self-Help R-1 
Highly 
protected 

            

Horn Pond  City 
Conservation & 

Rec. 550.1 
Active & passive 

rec. Good 
Current use - 

rec. Yes Self-Help R-1 
Moderately 
protected 

Mountain Area 
Golf & Ski, Boston 

Ski          
Edison            

            

Hall's Brook  City 
Conservation 

Comm. 28.06 passive recreation Good 
Passive 

recreation Yes City R-2 
Highly 
protected 

storage area            

            

https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/245953506381/photos/a.422523966381.197527.245953506381/10152833301281382/?type=1&relevant_count=1
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Table 18: Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest 
Woburn Open Space and Recreation Plan Inventory 

  

            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

School St. land City 
Conservation 

Comm. 5.72 conservation Good Unknown Yes Unknown R-2 
Highly 
protected 

            
Subtotal Conservation Land                                                                              677.7 acres        
            
Recreation Land          
            

Ferullo Field City 
Recreation 

Comm, DPW 12.3 active recreation Good 
current use-
recreation Yes City R-1 

Highly 
protected 

            

Fleming Field City 
Recreation 

Comm, 8.1 active recreation Good 
current use-
recreation Yes City R-2 

Highly 
protected 

            

Forest Pk/Weafer Field Private trust 
Recreation, DPW, 

ConCom 39.1 active recreation Very good 
current use-
recreation Yes City R-1 

Highly 
protected 

            

Gillis Field City 
Recreation 

Comm, DPW 2.1 active recreation poor to good 
current use-
recreation Yes City R-1 

Highly 
protected 

            

Gonsalves Park City 
Recreation 

Comm, DPW 6.3 active recreation Good/excellent 
current use-
recreation Yes City R-1 

Highly 
protected 

            

Green St. (Moose Park) City 
Recreation 

Comm, DPW 8.1 active recreation fair to good 
current use-
recreation Yes City R-2 

Highly 
protected 

            

Library Park City 
Recreation 

Comm. 9.5 active recreation good 
current use-
recreation Yes Urban Self- R-2 

Highly 
protected 

         Help   

            

Kiwanis Park City 
Historical Comm, 

DPW, 1.1 historic resource good No Yes City R-1 
Highly 
protected 

   
Conservation 

Comm.         
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Table 18: Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest 
Woburn Open Space and Recreation Plan Inventory 

  

            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

            

Johnson Park City 
Recreation 

Comm, DPW 0.4 active recreation good 
current use-
recreation Yes City R-1 

Highly 
protected 

            

Leland Park City 
Recreation 

Comm, DPW 10.5 active recreation excellent 
current use-
recreation Yes City R-1 

Highly 
protected 

            
Subtotal Recreation Land                                                                                        97.5 
acres        
            
Other City Land          
            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

            

Tarkey School City School Dept.  5.7 Open space good Yes Yes City  
Moderately-
zoned for 

           open space 

            

Philips Pond City Unknown 4.1 Passive recreation fair to poor 
Current use-

passive Yes City IP Unprotected 

            

Middlesex Canal City 
Historic 

Commission 19.1 historic resource proposed for 
current use-

passive Yes Various Varies 
Moderately 
protected 

      restoration      
            

Central Sq. Greens City Unknown 1.9 passive recreation good 
current use-

passive Yes City BN Unprotected 

            

Hurld Park City School Dept.  School/recreation poor  Yes  R-1 Unprotected 
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Table 18: Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest 
Woburn Open Space and Recreation Plan Inventory 

  

            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

K Walsh Park City Unknown 0.2 passive recreation good 
current use-

passive Yes City BH 
Moderately 
protected 

            

Montvale Green City Unknown 1.1 passive recreation good 
current use-

passive Yes City R-2 
Moderately 
protected 

            

The Common City 
Recreation 

Comm. 0.1 passive recreation excellent 
current use-

passive Yes City BD 
Moderately 
protected 

            

Town Line lot City Unknown 0.1 passive recreation fair to good unknown Yes City R-2 Unprotected 

            

Karen Road 
Conservation 

Comm. Unknown 4.4 passive recreation wetlands 
current use-

passive Yes City  
Moderately 
protected 

            
Behind Third Road City Unknown 7.2 vacant wetlands unknown Yes City  Unprotected 

            

Woburn Parkway City Unknown 4.6 passive recreation wetlands 
current use-

passive Yes City  Unprotected 

            
Boston Edison easemt City Unknown 6.3 vacant open land No Yes City  Unprotected 

            

Ryan Park City 
Recreation 

Comm, DPW 13.1 active recreation good 
current use-
recreation Yes State  Unknown 

            

Willow St. Brook City Unknown 0.8 vacant open land 
potential 

recreation yes City  Unprotected 

            

Spence Farm City 
Agricultural 
Committee 45.3 Vacant excellent 

potential 
agricultural Yes City, State R-1 Protected 

            
Subtotal Other City Land                                                                                         69 acres        
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Table 18: Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest 
Woburn Open Space and Recreation Plan Inventory 

  

            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

            
School Facilities           

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

            

Higgins Park H.S. 
City, Recreation 

Comm 
School 

Department 41.5 Active recreation Excellent 
Current use-

recreation Yes City R-1 Unprotected 

  DPW          
            

Joyce Middle School City 
School 

Department 40.1 Active recreation Excellent 
Current use-

recreation Yes City R-1 Unprotected 

            

Kennedy Middle Sch. City 
School 

Department 22.4 Active recreation Good 
Current use-

recreation Yes City R-1 Unprotected 

            

Altavista School City 
School 

Department 3.1 Active recreation Good 
Current use-

recreation Yes City R-1 Unprotected 
Lavacchia Field           
            
Subtotal School Facilities                                                                                      107 acres        
            
Private Protected Lands          
            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

            

Quail Run Private Private 40 
Wetlands 

conservation Open land 
Passive 

recreation Yes No R-1 
Highly 
Protected 

            
Subtotal Private Protected Lands                                                                        40     
acres        
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Table 18: Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest 
Woburn Open Space and Recreation Plan Inventory 

  

            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

Chapter 61 Lands           
            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

            

Shannon Farm 
Shannon Farm 

Trust Private 59.1 Agriculture N/A N/A No N/A R-1 Unprotected 

            
Mahoney's Mahoney Private 16.7 Horticulture N/A N/A No N/A R-1 Unprotected 

            
Mass. Rifle Assn. Mass. Rifle Assn. Private 19.6 Recreation N/A N/A No N/A R-1 Unprotected 

            
Total Chapter 61 Lands                                                                                         140.7 acres        
            
            
Private Parcels of Recreation or Conservation Interest         
            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

            

Mary Cummings site City of Boston City of Boston 51.5 Vacant Open 
Recreation 

and Limited N/A R-1 
Protected 
under trust 

       Conservation     
            
            

Russell Street Private Private 11.1 Vacant N/A 
Access to 

conservation No N/A R-1 Unprotected 

       land     
            

Winchester Elks Winchester Elks Private 4.9 Private club N/A 
Conservation 

potential No N/A  Unprotected 
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Table 18: Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest 
Woburn Open Space and Recreation Plan Inventory 

  

            

Property Name Ownership 
Managing 

Agency Acreage Current Use Condition 
Recreation 
Potential 

Public 
Access? 

Public 
Funding? Zoning 

Degree of 
Protection 

            
MBTA Right of Way Various owners Various unknown Vacant Poor No Yes N/A  Unprotected 

            
Adjacent to Shaker Glen Private Private unknown Unknown Unknown Yes No N/A  Unprotected 
(Demoulas property)           
            
Subtotal Private Parcels of Recreation or Conservation Interest              67.5  
acres        
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APPENDIX C 

SECTION 504 Self-Evaluation and Transition Plan 

 

Part I: Administrative Requirements 

1.  Designation of an ADA Coordinator – Attach official designation of employee responsible 
for ADA coordination with name and position title, and signed by the chief municipal 
officer. 

 

 

2. Grievance Procedures – This is a procedure for the general public to follow in the event 
that a complaint must be made. 

 

 

3. Public Notification Requirements – Employees and the public must be notified that the 
community does not discriminate on the basis of disability.  Notification must also be in a 
format that is accessible such as large print, simple language and in an auditory form.  An 
“EOE” clause must also be included in any recruitment materials for publications.  Please 
submit copies of these documents and evidence that notices were also made for the visual 
and learning impaired. 

 

 

4. Participation of individuals with disabilities or organizations representing persons with 
disabilities. 
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Table 19 

Section 504 Self-Evaluation: Facility Inventory/Transition Plan 

Facility Inventory Transition Plan 

       

Name of 
Park 

Facilities Playing 
surface 

Physical obstacles Recommended improvements Year Responsible 
Party 

       

Callahan 
Park – 
Sturgis 
Street. 

      

       

Ferullo Field Large parking lot 
(not striped), 2 
accessible parking 
spaces near pool 
entrance, lighted 
baseball, tot lot, 
basketball hoops, 

Chopped 
up tires. 

The parking lot is 
large 
(approximately 40 
spaces) but there 
are only two 
accessible spaces.  
The chopped tire 

• Calculate the actual 
capacity of the parking lot 
and add additional 
accessible spaces near the 
ball fields.  
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Table 19 

Section 504 Self-Evaluation: Facility Inventory/Transition Plan 

Facility Inventory Transition Plan 

       

Name of 
Park 

Facilities Playing 
surface 

Physical obstacles Recommended improvements Year Responsible 
Party 

tennis courts, pool 
with chair lift and 
outdoor shower, 
two accessible 
swings, restrooms. 

surface may be 
difficult for a 
wheelchair to 
access.  The 
threshold at the 
door to the 
restroom has a lip 
that would hinder 
wheelchair access. 

• Replace the threshold to 
the restrooms to allow a 
more gradual transition. 

       

Fleming Field       
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Table 19 

Section 504 Self-Evaluation: Facility Inventory/Transition Plan 

Facility Inventory Transition Plan 

       

Name of 
Park 

Facilities Playing 
surface 

Physical obstacles Recommended improvements Year Responsible 
Party 

Weafer Park 
playground 

Playground with a 
fence on two sides 
but no gates.   

Wood 
chips. 

No accessible path 
of travel to 
playground. 

• Create an accessible path 
of travel to the 
playground. 

  

       

Weafer Park 
Little League 

Large paved 
parking lot but not 
striped.   One 
accessible parking 
space with sign but 
the symbol is 
faded.  6 picnic 
tables. Concession 
stand. Restroom 
and bleachers. 

NA The counter on the 
concession stand is 
37 inches high and 
overhangs by 10 
inches.  Most picnic 
tables are on a 
bumpy, grassy 
surface but one is 
on pavement.  The 
restrooms were 
locked for the 
season and unable 
to be evaluated. 

• Lower the counter on the 
concession stand. 

• Ensure that the restooms 
are accessible. 

• Stripe the parking lot and 
provide additional 
accessible spaces as 
needed. 

• Re-paint the logo on the 
existing acceesble space.  
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Table 19 

Section 504 Self-Evaluation: Facility Inventory/Transition Plan 

Facility Inventory Transition Plan 

       

Name of 
Park 

Facilities Playing 
surface 

Physical obstacles Recommended improvements Year Responsible 
Party 

Weafer Park 
Softball field 

Softball field, one 
picnic table, 
bleachers, parking. 

NA Parking lot is not 
striped and there 
are no accessible 
spaces. 

• Stripe the parking lot to 
determine the number of 
required accessible spaces. 

• Provide accessible spaces. 

  

       

Gillis Field One Little League 
field.  Field is 
adjacent to the 
Reeves School.  

NA No accessible path 
of travel from the 
school parking lot to 
the field. There is a 
pedestrian crossing 
sign and a striped 
crosswalk but no 
curb cut.  All 
accessible parking 
spaces are 
immediately 
adjacent to the 
school. 

• Install a curb cut at the 
crosswalk. 

• Create an accessible path 
of travel from the parking 
lot to the field. 

• Designate two accessible 
parking spaces closest to 
the field in the school 
parking lot. 
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Table 19 

Section 504 Self-Evaluation: Facility Inventory/Transition Plan 

Facility Inventory Transition Plan 

       

Name of 
Park 

Facilities Playing 
surface 

Physical obstacles Recommended improvements Year Responsible 
Party 

       

Gonsalves 
Park  

Two swings; two 
softball fields, two 
basketball hoops, 1 
tennis court, 
parking. 

NA There are no 
accessible spaces in 
the parking lot.  
There are no 
accessible paths to 
access the ball 
fields. 

• Create an accessible path 
of travel to the ballfields 
from the parking lot. 

• Create accessible spaces in 
the parking lot. 

  

       

Green Street 
(Lions Park) 
60 Green 
Street 

4 basketball hoops; 
paved, striped 
parking lot with one 
accessible space; 
four picnic tables 
but none accessible; 
pool with restrooms 
and outdoor 
shower; playground 
with outdated 

Sand. The slope on the 
curb cut next to the 
accessible space is 
8.5%; none of the 
picnic tables are 
accessible; the latch 
of the gate to the 
basketball court is 
53 inches high 
(max. is 48); 

• Lower the latch to the 
basketball court or 
remove. 

• Re-grade curb cut or 
relocate space where 
grade is not an issue. 

• Add additional accessible 
spaces. 

• Add one accessible picnic 
table. 
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Table 19 

Section 504 Self-Evaluation: Facility Inventory/Transition Plan 

Facility Inventory Transition Plan 

       

Name of 
Park 

Facilities Playing 
surface 

Physical obstacles Recommended improvements Year Responsible 
Party 

inaccessible 
equipment. 

playground surface 
and equipment is 
not accessible; no 
evidence of a 
wheelchair lift for 
the pools. 

• Add a wheelchair lift to 
the pool if one does not 
exist. 

• Re-do playground with 
accessible surface and 
equipment. 

       

Library Park Large parking lot, 
two van accessible 
parking spaces, 
basketball court, 
tennis, shade 
shelter, 
gazebo/bandstand, 
bathrooms, water 
founds, 
softball/multi-
purpose fields. 

Grass. The electric push 
button door openers 
do not function 
because of 
electrical problems.  
Gazebo/bandstand 
has stairs only for 
access. 

• Fix electric push button 
door openers or remove 
and ensure that door meets 
requirements for 
accessibility.  

• Install a ramp on the 
gazebo/bandstand. 
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Table 19 

Section 504 Self-Evaluation: Facility Inventory/Transition Plan 

Facility Inventory Transition Plan 

       

Name of 
Park 

Facilities Playing 
surface 

Physical obstacles Recommended improvements Year Responsible 
Party 

       

Kay Walsh 
Park 

Parking lot is not 
striped and there 
are no accessible 
parking spaces.  
The playground 
includes swings (one 
is accessible), two 
sets of playground 
equipment, a sand 
box and two adult 
play structures. 

Wood 
chips. 

The playground is 
accessible only by 
stairs.  There was a 
plan to install a 
ramp at the far end 
of the parking lot 
but this has not 
been done yet.  

• Construct the planned 
ramp into the park. 

• Install one accessible 
parking space closest to 
the ramp. 

  

       

Kiwanis Park No recreational 
facilities.  This park 
is an open area 
with grass lawns 
adjacent to the 
Middlesex Canal.  

NA There are no paved 
paths so access by 
wheelchairs or for 
residents with other 
mobility 

• Create an accessible path 
of travel allowing access to 
all historic markers. 
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Table 19 

Section 504 Self-Evaluation: Facility Inventory/Transition Plan 

Facility Inventory Transition Plan 

       

Name of 
Park 

Facilities Playing 
surface 

Physical obstacles Recommended improvements Year Responsible 
Party 

The park contains 
historic stone 
markers and historic 
material relative to 
the Canal. 

impairments is 
restricted. 

       

Johnson Park       

       

Leland Park 
87 Central 
Street 

      

       

Whispering 
Hills 

Soccer/lacrosse 
field, storage 
building, 
constructed 

NA There are two 
parking lots but 
only one has 
accessible spaces.  
The 4 accessible 

• Add four accessible spaces 
to the upper parking lot. 
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Table 19 

Section 504 Self-Evaluation: Facility Inventory/Transition Plan 

Facility Inventory Transition Plan 

       

Name of 
Park 

Facilities Playing 
surface 

Physical obstacles Recommended improvements Year Responsible 
Party 

wetlands, two 
parking lots. 

spaces do not have 
signs in front of 
them; only stenciled 
symbols 

• Install ADA compliant signs 
in front of the four spaces 
in the other lot.  
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APPENDIX D: MAPS 
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