
  
MEETING OF THE 
CITY OF WOBURN 

TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
OCTOBER 19, 2017 – 4:00 P.M.   

COUNCIL CHAMBER 
WOBURN CITY HALL 

 
 
Attending: Comm. John Corey, Comm. John Duran, Comm. Lindsay Higgins, Comm. Raymond 
Mooney, Comm. Keith Peary, Chair Joanne Campbell. 
 
Absent: Comm. Tina Cassidy, Comm. Myles Collins, Comm. Peter Socorelis.  
  

_________________________ 
 
Motion made and 2nd to waive the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and to accept, 
6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 
Motion made and 2nd to take the following matter out of order, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent 
(Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

No. 2017-21 
 
On the request for a speed limit reduction or one way travel restriction on Rumford Park. 
Alderman Anderson stated that he has had a number of constituents contact him about the speed 
of vehicles on the road way and the possibility of having the direction of travel be one way from 
Pine Grove Avenue to Mishawum Road, that the Superintendent of Public Works and the City 
Engineer have been asked to look at the possibility of constructing sidewalks along the road, that 
he asks the Traffic Commission consider a one way restriction but he is not certain in which 
direction of travel, and that there are a lot of young families in this area. Comm. Corey stated 
that he believes that there were resident only signs on the entrances to the street. Alderman 
Anderson stated that the resident only signs on the Forest Park Road side are gone although the 
time restriction sign is still there. Comm. Duran stated that the Department of Public Works did 
not take the sign down. Comm. Corey stated that it may be appropriate for the direction of travel 
to be one way during peak hours. Alderman Anderson stated that vehicles coming from Pine 
Grove Avenue are an issue. Motion made and 2nd that the Superintendent of Public Works, City 
Engineer and Traffic Safety Officer form a subcommittee to review the matter and make a 
recommendation to the Traffic Commission, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, 
Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

Motion made and 2nd to take the following matter out of order, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent 
(Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

 



 
 

No. 2017-27 
 
On the request for crosswalk at or about 475Wildwood Avenue. Jennifer Bozec, Clear Motion, 
Facilities Manager, 475 Wildwood Avenue, Woburn stated that her business uses some parking 
across the street at 470 Wildwood Avenue, that the speed limit is 35 m.p.h. although vehicles 
travel at a faster rate of speed, and that large trucks travel quickly around the corner at this 
location. Comm. Duran stated that he is not aware of any crosswalks on Wildwood Avenue, that 
the difficult issue with adding a crosswalk at this location is the curve in the road, that the city 
should not create a false sense of security for pedestrians, that he can take a look at the area, and 
that the lack of sidewalks is an issue as well. Comm. Mooney stated that speed enforcement is 
often assigned on this street, that vehicles often travel at a high rate of speed, that this is a wide 
roadway and there is a long distance for pedestrians to traverse, and that he is willing to look at 
the situation in the field. Comm. Duran stated that there has to be a sidewalk on both sides of the 
street to have a crosswalk. Chair Campbell stated that without sidewalks it appears that action 
will be unlikely, that the matter could be placed on file until sidewalks are constructed, and that 
the petitioner could speak to the Ward Alderman about the possibility of having sidewalks 
installed. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be placed on file, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent 
(Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

Motion made and 2nd to take the following matter out of order, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent 
(Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

No. 2017-30 
 

On the request for a no parking restriction at 100 Washington Street. Alderman Darlene Mercer-
Bruen stated that in accordance with a special permit issued there is to be no parking during 
certain hours in front of the property to keep the traffic flowing, and that it does not appear that 
the property owner has to pay for the signs.  
 
ORDERED WASHINGTON STREET – No parking from the southerly property line to the 

northerly property line in front of 100 Washington Street Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and between the hours of 3:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Motion made and 2nd that the matter be given a first reading and laid on the table to the next 
meeting, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

Motion made and 2nd to take the following matter out of order, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent 
(Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 
No. 2017-26 

 
On the request for temporary on-street parking at or about 300 Wildwood Avenue. Alderman 
Mercer-Bruen stated that she was not aware of any parking ever on Wildwood Avenue 
temporary or otherwise, that there are no “no parking” signs on the street, that she is concerned 
about this creating a precedent for parking on Wildwood Avenue, and that the petitioner would 
have to get temporary parking elsewhere. Comm. Higgins stated that the Traffic Code indicates 
no parking both sides of the street for the entire length, and that this is a large parcel on which 
solar panels are being constructed in the parking lot. Tony Savino, Altus Power America, 102 
Greenwich Avenue, Greenwich, Connecticut 06830 stated that there are 150 parking spaces on 
the locus, that there will be a phase in of construction, that 132 temporary parking spaces will be 
available onsite, that the petitioner is looking for about 25 vehicles in front of the building, that 
this would be emergency or auxiliary parking when the temporary onsite parking is full, that the 
construction period will last three to four months, that at one point all vehicles will have to be 
removed for a short time while the cranes are on site, that the petitioner contacted other 
businesses in the area to rent space for parking but they were unable to secure any such parking, 
that if there were a snow event the vehicles would not park on the street, that parking would be 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the tenants, that there are a variety of tenants at the property, that the 
petitioner is waiting for a building permit to issue, that the petitioner will be meeting with the 
Conservation Commission next week, and that the petitioner expects the work to begin in two to 
four weeks. Comm. Higgins stated that temporary parking when car ports are being erected 
under a special permit have to be a consideration. Chair Campbell stated that she is not certain 
whether she supports 25 cars parking on Wildwood Avenue, and that this is a busy street and we 
are entering the winter months. Mr. Savino stated that abutting properties were not willing to rent 
parking spaces to the petitioner. Chair Campbell stated that she is concerned that once this is 
allowed there will be additional requests for parking on the street. Mr. Savino stated that this is a 
unique project, that the proposal is not for a lot of cars on the street, and that if the entire lot was 
to be repaved this would be done over weekends and at night. Comm. Mooney stated that the 
reality is that 25 parking spaces turns into 30 parking spaces, that he is familiar with the area 
because of speed enforcement activities in the area, and that the spaces closest to the doors will 
be taken first. Mr. Savino stated that the area could be marked with signs, and that if there was 
not compliance then there would be ramifications. Comm. Mooney stated that the Police 
Department is not looking to enforce the issue, that if vehicles go outside the approved area the 
other businesses will complain, that he is not concerned about safety as there is a good line of 
sight, and that the reality and the expectation of the permitting process are different. Mr. Savino 
stated that the city can assume that whatever is agreed upon will be done, that the petitioner will 
be certain that there is compliance, and that the petitioner would not have pursued this matter if 
they believed there would be a safety issue. Alderman Mercer-Bruen stated that the petitioner 
told the City Council that they did many projects such as this, that she understands the 
construction demands, that the issue of parking should have been disclosed by the petitioner 
during the special permit process, that the petitioner indicated that the projects are sometimes 
have work done at night, and that perhaps doing the work at night is the solution for this project. 
Mr. Savino stated that the Conservation Commission is making a site visit, that the Conservation 
Commission already approved the work, and that all permits are in place. Comm. Duran stated 
that winter months will be difficult due to snow plowing operations. Comm. Corey stated that he 
is concerned about shorter winter days with vehicles parking along the street in the early 
morning or late afternoon, and that he could only support the on street parking during daylight 



hours. Motion made and 2nd that the petition be denied, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, 
Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 
Motion made and 2nd to take the following matter out of order, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent 
(Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

No. 2017-25 
 

On the request for a no right turn on red restriction on Clinton Street at Main Street. Chair 
Campbell read a communication from Kenneth S. Palmer, 6 Laura Road in opposition to the 
restriction. Motion made and 2nd that the communication be received and made part of the 
record, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). Robert Zwicker, 
Main Street stated that he enters his driveway from Clinton Street, that traffic does get busy in 
this area, and that he wanted to know why the no right turn on red restriction was enacted as it 
makes it difficult for vehicles to exit from driveways along the street. Comm. Corey stated that 
last year Main Street was paved in this section, that upgrades to the traffic control signals were 
not available until July 2017, that the road was restriped, that the no turn on red restriction is 
required on Clinton Street because of vehicles exiting at a traffic control signal from an industrial 
driveway on Main Street, that allowing a right turn on red at the intersection would cause a 
conflict, that one month traffic turning data has to be collected in order to allocate more time for 
the Clinton Street signal phase if needed, that the street cannot be fully restriped until work is 
completed on a crosswalk at the Boys and Girls Club, that there could possibly be a blinking 
right turn signal on Clinton Street when the industrial driveway light is red which would permit a 
turn, that the engineer is reviewing this intersection, and the matter can be put on the agenda for 
the next meeting after the data is collected.  
 
ORDERED That the 2016 Woburn Traffic Code, as amended, be further amended by 

amending Schedule 2 Turning and Moving Restrictions by adding the following: 
 

CLINTON STREET – No turn on red westerly at the intersection with Main 
Street.  

 
Motion made and 2nd that the matter be given a first reading and laid on the table to the next 
meeting, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 
Motion made and 2nd to take the following matter out of order, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent 
(Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

No. 2017-13 
 
On the petition for a speed limit reduction on Valley Road. Craig Iverson, 5 Valley Road stated 
that there is a lot of generational change in residents on this road, that there are a lot of vehicles 
on street that speed excessively, that the street has become more of a cut through, and that he 
asks for enforcement of the speed limit and a reduction in the speed limit on the street. Comm. 
Mooney stated that any speed less than 25 m.p.h. would be 20 m.p.h. and this is in school zones, 



that the speed limit in a thickly settled area is 30 m.p.h., that a number of streets are being 
reviewed for a reduced speed limit, that drivers can accelerate their vehicles from 0 m.p.h. to 30 
m.p.h. as quick as their vehicle is able to do so as long as they do not squeal their tires, that the 
perception to the people in the neighborhood is that the car is moving faster than it is, that a 
reduced speed limit on Valley Road may be appropriate, that the city is looking at the issue, and 
that he can send speed enforcement officers to the street as well as posting speed monitoring 
equipment. Mr. Iverson stated that there is more traffic in the evening but there is some traffic in 
the morning as well, and that the most traffic is between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. and then 
between 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be placed on file, 6 in 
favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

No. 2017-23 
  
On the request for a do not block intersection sign on Montvale Avenue at Central Street. 
Alderman Mercer-Bruen stated that she thought there was a sign in place at this intersection, and 
that the traffic does block the intersection at rush hour. Comm. Mooney stated that the signs are 
in place, that another sign is not needed, that there is not a queue on Central Street, and that the 
traffic on Montvale Avenue does back up. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be placed on file, 
6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 
Motion made and 2nd for a three minute recess, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, 
Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 
Chair Campbell called the meeting back to order.  

_________________________ 
 
Motion made and 2nd to return to the regular order of business, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent 
(Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent).   

 _________________________ 
 

No. 2016-19 
 
On the petition for review of safety zones and thickly settled area speed regulations. Chair 
Campbell stated that the committee reviewing this issue was prepared to move forward but 
Comm. Cassidy is not available for this meeting, and that the matter should be tabled to the next 
meeting. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be laid on the table, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent 
(Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 
Motion made and 2nd that the next two matters be taken collectively, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 
absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

 
 
 



 
Nos. 2017-17 and 2017-18  

 
On the petitions relative to two-way traffic on portion of Campbell Street and two-way traffic on 
portion of Union Street. Comm. Corey stated that these regulations will allow two-way traffic in 
the area of the new parking lot, that there will be no exit from Campbell Street to Main Street, 
and that there will be an exit from Union Street to Main Street. 
 
ORDERED That the 2016 Woburn Traffic Code, as amended, be further amended by 

amending Schedule 2 Turning and Moving Restrictions as follows: 
 

CAMPBELL STREET  - One-way easterly starting at a point 125 feet easterly 
from the intersection with Main Street to the intersection with Wade Avenue. 

 
ORDERED That the 2016 Woburn Traffic Code, as amended, be further amended by 

amending Schedule 2 Turning and Moving Restrictions as follows: 
 

UNION STREET – One-way easterly starting at a point 140 feet easterly from the 
intersection with Main Street to the intersection with Montvale Avenue.   
 

Motion made and 2nd that the Orders be adopted, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, 
Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

2017-20 
 
On the petition relative to establishing a stop sign restriction on Mt. Pleasant Street at 
intersection with Prospect Street.  
 
ORDERED MT. PLEASANT STREET – That a stop sign restriction be established on Mt. 

Pleasant Street at the intersection with Prospect Street. 
 
Motion made and 2nd that the Order be adopted, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, 
Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

2017-11, 2017-14, 2017-15, 2017-16 
 

On the request for a speed Limit reduction on Brentwood Road. On the request for a speed limit 
reduction on Plympton Street. On the request for a speed limit reduction on Cummings Avenue. 
On the request for a speed limit reduction on Colonial Road. Comm. Mooney stated that placing 
these matters on file will give the Safety Zone Committee sufficient time to review the matters. 
Motion made and 2nd to take the matters collectively and place on file, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 
absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 
2017-28 

 
On the request for crosswalk on Russell Street at Tanners Circle. Comm. Higgins stated that 
there is curbing and some sidewalks in this area, and that a representative of the Department of 
Public Works spoke to the petitioner. Comm. Duran stated that the Department of Public Works, 
Police Department and Engineering Department can make an on-site inspection to ensure that a 
crosswalk could be installed at this location in a safe manner. Comm. Mooney stated that he 
wants to visit the area to inspect the conditions. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be laid on 
the table to the next meeting to allow the Superintendent of Public Works, Engineering 
Department and Police Department to inspect the area and provide a report, 6 in favor, 0 
opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

2017-29 
 

On the request for stop sign at Revere Road and Independence Drive. Comm. Higgins stated that 
some constituents believed this may be a manner of calming traffic in the area, and that this is 
one suggestion that she received from the neighbors. Comm. Corey stated that if a stop sign was 
placed on Revere Road it may not pass the warrants. Comm. Duran stated that he can perform a 
site inspection. Comm. Higgins stated that she wants a discussion as to whether this is an 
alternative to calm the traffic. Motion made and 2nd that the matter be laid on the table to the next 
meeting to allow the Superintendent of Public Works, Engineering Department and Police 
Department to inspect the area and provide a report, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, 
Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

2017-24 
 

On the request for a stop sign restriction on Bird Street at intersection with Montvale Road. 
Comm. Duran stated that a stop sign at this location makes sense, that the sign may have been 
knocked down, and that the Department of Public Works will replace the sign. Clerk Campbell 
stated that the Traffic Code indicates a sign was authorized at this location. Motion made and 2nd 
that the matter be placed on file, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis 
absent). 

_________________________ 
 

2017-24 
 

On the request for no parking on Union Street at Main Street. Comm. Corey stated that this is 
complimentary to the new parking lot, that this is the best action, and that four legal parking 
spaces will be lost but new parking spaces will be gained in the parking lot.  
 
ORDERED That the 2016 Woburn Traffic Code, as amended be further amended by 

amending Schedule 1 Parking Restrictions by deleting “Union Street - One hour 
parking southerly side from Main Street easterly a distance of 260 feet any time 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. any day except Sundays and public 
holidays.” and replacing same with the following: 
 



UNION STREET – One hour parking southerly side beginning at a point 
105 feet from the intersection with Main Street easterly a distance of 155 
feet any time between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. any day except 
Sundays and public holidays. 

 
UNION STREET – No parking southerly side from the intersection with Main 
Street easterly a distance of 105 feet.  

 
Motion made and 2nd that the matter be given a first reading and laid on the table to the next 
meeting, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis absent). 

_________________________ 
 

Motion made and 2nd to adjourn, 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 absent (Cassidy, Collins, Socorelis 
absent). Meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 
 
 
A TRUE RECORD ATTEST:                            ______________________________________ 
              William C. Campbell, City Clerk  

        and Clerk of Traffic Commission  


