Woburn Conservation Commission Minutes

Meeting of November 17, 2011

In City Council Chambers


MEETING MINUTES

Hurld-Wyman School Building Committee

Engineering Conference Room, City Hall

September 11, 2014

 Call to Order: Mayor Scott D. Galvin called the meeting to order at 4:02 P.M.

 
Roll Call (present): Mayor Galvin;, Gerald Surette, Woburn

City Auditor; Thomas Quinn Jr., City Building Inspector; Eileen Mills, Hurld Elementary School

Principal; Mike Gauthier, Woburn Purchasing Agent; John Danizio, Director of Finance for

Winchester Public Schools; Mark Donovan, Woburn Superintendent of Schools; Mike Mulrenan, Woburn School Committee; Gregg Ahearn, Cummings Properties.

 

(Not present): Joe Elia, Assistant Superintendent of Finance for Woburn Public Schools; Jay Corey, Woburn City Engineer

Others present included Pat Saitta of Municipal Building Consultants, Ken DiNisco and Donna

DiNisco of DiNisco Design. 

Mr. Mulrenan made the motion to dispense with the reading of the previous meeting’s journal and accept the previous meeting’s minutes, as drafted.  Mr. Quinn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Report from Pat Saitta, Municipal Building Consultants (See OPM Monthly Report #5 August 2014):

Full Municipal Building report online at: http://www.cityofwoburn.com/documents/398/MunicipalBuildingRepor_OPM_MonthlyReport5_August%202014_201409161033061103.pdf
Report from DiNisco Design Partnership (See: Wyman Hurld Elementary School, September 8, 2014)
Full DiNisco report online at:  http://www.cityofwoburn.com/documents/398/14530%2014-09-08%20Community%20Mtg%20Final_201409091129281604.pdf
Mayor Galvin noted a joint meeting of the City Council and School Committee on September 22nd for the purpose of endorsing the Committee’s vote on the preferred site for the new Hurld Wyman Elementary School.  The Committee will meet again on September 30th for a final vote.

Mayor Galvin described an exhaustive process that has included several community meetings to ensure an open process and ample opportunity for discussion with and input from the community.  
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As the reports outline, he said, out of the remaining three potential sites (71 Wyman, 41 Wyman and the Hurld site on Bedford Road), 71 Wyman was eliminated after a thorough exploration that included meeting with Mormon Church (property owners) leaders who flew here for an in-person meeting. Research and input from City Solicitor and hired outside counsel.  All of the options (including purchase, eminent domain and land swap) for the City to acquire the property at 71 Wyman were explored, he said.  A presentation was made to the City Council in Executive Session and, even though 71 Wyman was a preferred site in the beginning, it was decided at the end of the process that it wasn’t appropriate (impact, costs, timetable) so we ruled out the site and moved on.

The Spence Farm site at 41 Wyman, said Mayor Galvin, has everything we need and noted he believes that it’s the best site.  The main concern related to the high water table, he said, is well understood and will be addressed and plans must comply with City and State regulations.  The design, he said, incorporates the open space and farm stand at the site and shares it with the new school and schoolchildren.  It’s a unique opportunity, he said, and even though it wasn’t initially targeted as the preferred site, the process has made it clear.

Mr. Donovan noted that nearly 40 hours to 50 hours have been spent evaluating potential sites, and said it’s crystal clear to him the farm stand site is the superior site in terms of serving the educational needs of students.

Mr. Danazio said he respects and appreciates all of the comments and input from residents and noted the Committee has done a good job of listening and addressing concerns.  He also said he believes the farm site at 41 Wyman is the best site. 

Mr. Mulrenan said while he initially leaned toward the Hurld site, there is obviously much more room and many more opportunities at the 41 Wyman site.

Ms. Mills said she is very excited about the prospect of the school being on the Spence Farm land, and noted she is hoping with all of her heart they are welcomed to be part of the Spence Farm site because it is such a wonderful opportunity for the children to share that site.  She also said it’s important to note the site is on neutral ground.

Vote on Preferred School Site:

Mr. Donovan made a motion to accept the recommendation that the farm site at 41 Wyman Street as the preferred site for the new Hurld Wyman Elementary School.  Ms. Mills seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.
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Adjournment:
Mr. Mulrenan made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Danizio seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.

 

Mayor Galvin adjourned the meeting at 4:41 P.M.

 
Pursuant to the 'Open Meeting Law,' G.L. 39, § 23B, the approval of these minutes by the
Committee constitutes a certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members
present and absent, and the actions taken at the meeting. Any other description of statements
made by any person, or the summary of the discussion of any matter, is included for the purpose
of context only, and no certification, express or implied, is made by the Committee as to the
completeness or accuracy of such statements.
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